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Dispatches editorial
From the Editor’s Desk

volume 92 • number 4

	I’d planned to write about the rebirth of “Ground Zero” in New York City,
where I spent time because I stayed (by chance) in a hotel overlooking the
site while reporting the cover story in this issue of Colby. But then the harshest of realities intervened. Dawn Rossignol ’04 was abducted and murdered
near the Colby campus Sept. 16. The attacks of September 11, a tragedy
that had become part of the new reality of our time, had been augmented by
one that, in the community that emanates from Mayflower Hill, still is beyond
comprehension.
This is not supposed to happen, not to a young woman full of promise,
whose life had been marked by achievement in academics and kindness to
others. It is not supposed to happen at Colby, where the pastoral setting and collegiate atmosphere
combine to create what seems like some sort of academic idyll.
But there is no barrier—geographic or otherwise—that is completely impervious to the world’s ugliness. In this case, the worst the world has to offer intruded in a horrible way.
Of course, the tragedy visited upon Dawn and her family is unknowable to most of us. The changes
in our lives caused by this attack pale in comparison to the loss Dawn’s family has experienced and will
always feel. No nighttime escort, no security guards or police, no punishment for the perpetrator of this
act will make them whole.
In a lesser way, the same is true of the Colby community. The week between Dawn’s abduction and
death and the arrest of the man allegedly responsible was marked by disbelief, sadness and worry.
Messages from President William “Bro” Adams and other administrators were about security and safety,
police and the press, anguish and anxiety. The week culminated in a press conference outside the trophy
room in the Harold Alfond Athletic Center. The case had been solved, police said. The man responsible,
a career criminal recently released from a Utah prison, was in jail. “This is a random act of violence,”
said State Police Lt. Timothy Doyle.
At the press conference, Adams said additional security precautions taken after Dawn’s disappearance would remain in place for the foreseeable future. Students were urged to avoid unnecessary risks.
And then Adams said something that applied to these shocking days of September, and September of
two years ago, when our world was violently and irrevocably reordered.
“A great deal has changed for this place in the last week,” Adams said somberly.
And like any loss of innocence, there is no going back. As I write this, I see an e-mail from the president to the Colby community. In the subject line is a single word: coping.
At this point, it seems that’s all any of us can do.
							Gerry Boyle ’78
							Managing Editor
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pursue a career in environmental journalism and/or travel writing.

letters Dispatches

Letters
On “Pride and Prejudice”
I found your article on the struggles of
Colby’s GLBT students (“Pride and Prejudice,” summer 2003 Colby) very interesting.
As a current junior at Colby, I’ve seen how
big an issue this is for students on campus.
I have read much of the Queer Task Force
report and all of the heated “Digest”
debates, seen the protests, attended the
annual drag show and had many discussions
with close friends on the topic. However, I
am a bit wary considering there are many
other groups of students that seek visibility
on campus that don’t receive the attention
the GLBT student population has recently.
What about the Black, Jewish, Muslim or
Christian students? It is my hope that Colby
won’t forget about these often-silenced,
valuable voices amidst its quest for queer
visibility and inclusion, especially since these
students seek the very same thing.
Jennifer Andrews ’05
Wayzata, Minn.
As a Colby alumnus, I felt I must for the
first time comment on one of your articles,
“Pride and Prejudice” (summer 2003 Colby).
I am offended that the task force in your
article has been re-named the “queer” task
force. To see perhaps the deeper meaning/
implication, I searched the Merriam
Webster dictionary online and found that
the word has the following meanings:
As an adjective:
1. Worthless, counterfeit
2. Questionable, suspicious
3. Eccentric, unconventional
4. Touched (mildly insane)
5. Obsessed
6. Homosexual (notice this doesn’t cover
bisexual or transgendered)
As a verb:
1. To spoil the effect or success of (as in to
“queer” one’s plans
2. To put or get into an embarrassing or
disadvantageous situation
As a noun:
One that is queer; especially usually disparaging

There are people who might consider
straight people queer as well.
Why not again re-name the task force in
honor of someone who has really endured
the results of living life as a “queer” such
as Oscar Wilde or Quentin Crisp of The
Naked Civil Servant, whose lives have been
well documented.
Perhaps you have “queered” the task
force by naming it as such—you may have
spoiled the effect or success of the force. I
don’t see how a pejorative term can ever be
used in a positive context.
Paul Bennett ’71
Chicago, Ill.
In the spring of 1963, at the dawn of the
civil-rights era, Colby students and faculty
participated in the movement by raising
money for an organization called EPIC, an
acronym for Emergency Public Integration
Committee. We worked at various odd jobs
like polishing silver in faculty members’
homes, washing cars and collecting change
in the Spa, which I did on one occasion. I
was later told that it was not appropriate
for me, one of the five black students on
campus, to be soliciting direct contributions
lest I make someone uncomfortable who
might not agree with the goal of the drive.
Too confrontational for the times! Forty
years later we find homophobia to be the
last refuge of the racist.
Camilo Marquez ’63
Phoenicia, N.Y.
As editor-in-chief and managing editor
of The Colby Echo, we were disappointed
by the reference to the Echo in the article
by R.J. Grubb titled “Pride and Prejudice”
(summer 2003 Colby).
Grubb’s statement that “As an advocate
for homosexual issues, [former SGA President Gretchen] Groggel was criticized in
the Echo and was reproached by the Colby
Christian Fellowship” directly affiliated the
Echo with homophobic sentiments. This is
an untrue assertion. As a staff, we are saddened by this misrepresentation.
The Echo admits to criticizing Groggel

for failing to meet the pledges set forth by
her platform. However, at no time did we
condemn her efforts to further the acceptance of the queer community on campus.
For example, in the March 6, 2003, issue
of the Echo, Suzanne Skinner ’03, former
managing editor, cited Groggel’s advocacy
for the queer community multiple times.
As the only weekly campus publication,
the Echo seeks to represent all members
of the Colby community. We hope that in
the future you will more carefully consider
your criticisms.
Kaitlin McCafferty ’04 and Liz Bomze ’04
Editor-in-chief and managing editor
The Colby Echo
Editor’s note: Neither Colby nor writer R.J.
Grubb intended to say or imply that The
Colby Echo editorial positions were or are
homophobic. In the article, Grubb writes that
Student Government Association President
Gretchen Groggel ’03, an advocate for gay
rights at Colby, was criticized in, not by, the
Echo. The sentence was intended to illustrate
Groggel’s willingness to withstand public criticism while advocating for gay students, not to
assert the newspaper’s bias. We regret that the
sentence was misinterpreted.

Collection Correction
I was thoroughly enjoying the article in
your summer issue on the Colby Museum
of Art by Lynne Perricelli until I came to
the line about the “Payson Collection of
American Art” coming to Colby. I do hope
that Ms. Perricelli’s research on other facts
was more painstaking, as of course the
major thrust of the Joan Whitney Payson
Collection is European art, especially
French Impressionism.
John W. Payson
Hobe Sound, Fla.
Editor’s note: An editing error resulted in
the insertion of an incorrect reference to the
Joan Whitney Payson Collection in the article
“Museum on the Move” (summer 2003,
Colby). We regret the error.
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Dispatches periscope
Gleaned from the campus newsletter, FYI

Now Entering the Studio . . .

up in all of the above, you won’t
find out how Colby fared in our
own publicity or admissions
materials. Why? Because, as
President William Adams wrote
in the L.A. Times last spring,
America needs “to abandon
the notion that the qualities of
a particular institution can be
summed up and translated into
a prestige rating.” For details,
see Adams’s op-ed online at
www.colby.edu/president/
articles/latimes041303.html.

“Fifteen of the country’s brightest collegians are about to face
one of their most challenging
‘exams’,” according to a press
release from the television show
Jeopardy!, and Lauren Henderson ’04 of Oneida, N.Y., is one
of the 15. Laura was headed to
New Haven, Conn., for taping
in early October for Jeopardy!’s
annual College Championship, scheduled to air nationally
November 11. Having passed
a screening exam of Jeopardy!
questions, she was ready to
compete for a new car and her
share in at least $50,000 in cash.
Whatever the outcome, Colby’s
a winner with Laura as
a representative.

Women Comics on Radio

Who Knew?
Colby’s Gould Music Shell was,
in an earlier incarnation, the
Greater Portland War Memorial
Music Shell. Julie Macksoud
(college relations) found a piece
in the Portland Press Herald
July 10 reporting that the shell
was erected in 1947 at South
Portland High School (now
Mahoney Middle School) by
the Stewart P. Morrill American
Legion Post. It was used for
concerts only about 10 times
in 13 years, so the decision
was made to demolish it for
scrap metal. In 1960 a thenanonymous patron bought it
and donated it to Colby, paying
to have it reassembled here in
1965. When the benefactor was
identified as Ralph T. Gould
of Cape Elizabeth, the owner
of an equipment company, the
structure was named the Gould
Music Shell.

Seeing the U.S. of A.?
Colby showed up in the Chattanooga Times Free Press in July
when Justin Dubois ’05 and
Kevin Selby ’05, both from
Canada, and Mark Chap-

4 |
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It’s Not Brain Surgery
Last summer four docs who flew to Maine for a Colby medical course, rented
a van and realized when they saw the “Welcome to New Brunswick” sign that
they had wanted I-95 South from Bangor. This year an orthopedic surgeon
from western Canada flew into Boston with driving directions, provided by
his travel agent, to “Colby, Maine.” Who knew there’s a neighborhood in
New Sweden called Colby? (Special Programs’ Jacques Moore did; he’s
from The County and helped track the wayward orthopod.) After locals
pointed him south, our determined doc drove past Waterville to Gorham,
since he was somewhat familiar with that town. There he finally got the
directions he needed. At 3:30 a.m., after driving more than 20 hours and
700 miles, he arrived on Mayflower Hill.

man ’05 from Zimbabwe spent
a week there en route from
Waterville to New Orleans on
bikes. “This trip has given us a
sense of how big the U.S. is . . .
especially every state south of
New England,” Chapman told
reporter Susan Price. The trio
was making about 70 miles a
day. “People have been really
generous and kind. I think we
wouldn’t have been able to
get this far without help from
strangers,” Chapman said. Count
these three Davis-UWC scholars
among the Good Samaritans
on America’s highways—they
worked for Habitat for Human-

ity and an urban youth center
before leaving Chattanooga.

Rank Rankings
There was much ado in the
media again this fall as college rankings were announced.
The Princeton Review’s offbeat
lists (“party schools,” “dorms
like dungeons,” “reefer madness,” etc.) were released just
in time to scoop U.S. News &
World Report rankings, and at
the end of September The Wall
Street Journal used the headline
“Want to Go to Harvard Law
School?” to rank top “feeder
schools.” Though Colby shows

On August 15 Margaret
McFadden (American studies)
was featured on an hour-long
Odyssey program on WBEZ,
Chicago Public Radio. The
topic: “Women and Comedy.”
Margaret and Lynn Spigel of
Northwestern talked about Lucy,
Roseanne, Margaret Cho, Lily
Tomlin and other female comedians who have played important
roles in entertainment. They
addressed questions like “What
kind of a range exists for women
comics?” “What are the limits?”
“How do clever comics get
around them?” The whole show
is audible online at www.chicag
opublicradio.org/audio_library/
od_raaug03.asp#15. And worth
hearing.

Hall of Famer
Women’s basketball head coach
Patricia O’Brien and the
whole 1986 Salem State College national championship
women’s basketball team on
which she played were inducted
into the New England Basketball Hall of Fame September
19 at the University of Rhode
Island. Trish won the Unsung
Hero Award for the only NCAA
Division III women’s basketball
team from New England to win
a national title. At off guard and
small forward, she scored 1,280
points in four seasons at Salem

and is already in the Salem State
Athletic Hall of Fame. Twice she
was the team’s MVP, and she was
a District I Regional All-American. Trish is beginning her ninth
year as head coach here.

new district, which is designed
around a classic New England
village green. For information
see www.colby.edu/colby.mag/
issues/sum03/colbygreen.

Admissions Final
Rooted in the Palestine
Raji Sourani is a human rights
lawyer on the front lines of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict who
defends victims of human rights
abuses in Palestinian and Israeli
courts. He is the 2003 Oak
Human Rights Fellow, but he has
not received a visa to fulfill the
fellowship. Eliza Denoeux (Oak
Institute) reports that as a matter
of principle he refuses to sign a
document authorizing the release
of his court records or police file
by the Israeli government to the
U.S. government. He objects
to the third-party role of Israel
in the transaction. In addition,
Israel refused a formal request by
the US. embassy to provide the
documents directly, a hand-off to
which Sourani apparently doesn’t
object. Denoeux is working with
Maine’s congressional delegation,
but now a month into the fellowship, the outcome is not clear.

Colby Green
What’s “green” about drilling
rigs and bulldozers on campus?
The Colby Green—the most
ambitious campus expansion
since Colby moved to Mayflower Hill more than 50 years
ago. Drilling trucks spent
several weeks drilling geothermal wells that will be used for
eco-friendly heating and
cooling in the new alumni
center. The new building will
face Colby Green, an oval
lawn that is the focal point for
a whole new campus district.
Colby’s ambitious expansion
plans call for two new academic buildings to join the
alumni center and the existing admissions building in the

The box score on the Class
of 2007 is complete since that
illustrious group of 479 firstyear students arrived on Aug.
26. With 4,126 applicants, the
acceptance rate was 34 percent
this year. Quick facts about the
Class of 2007 are up to date
and online at www.colby.edu/
admissions/quick/facts/. The
annual COOT orientation trips
saw 474 new students (first-year,
transfers, language assistants)
head for all corners of Maine
with almost nary a hitch; one
COOTer broke an arm in a
biking accident. As regrettable
as that injury is, it’s not a bad
record overall, when you have
600 (including trip leaders)
hither and yon.

Through-hiker Through
Speaking of COOT, a report
from Gordon Warnica, who
completed a through-hike of the
Appalachian Trail came back to
Colby reporting on students he
encountered along the way. “I
wanted to tell someone that they
were the best kids I have ever
had the occasion to meet,” he
e-mailed the College. One group
was 50 yards from his lean-to and
so quiet he didn’t realize they
were there. He shared a site with
a friendly COOT group and
passed a couple of other courteous Colby groups on the trail.
“If that is a good cross section of
your student base, then Colby
and wherever they end up in life
are going to be all the better. I
thank you for helping restore
my faith in the youth of today,”
he wrote. More about Colby’s
outdoor orientation trips can be
found at www.colby.edu/coot.

Health Center Hours Adjusted
Colby’s inability to hire qualified nurses for all shifts at the
Health Center precipitated an 11th-hour decision in August
to begin the year with a reduced Health Center schedule.
The College had been studying the possibility of reducing the
24-hour, seven-days-a-week schedule. But the nursing shortage necessitated action a year before implementation of a
final decision was expected, according to Dean of Students
Janice Kassman.
The decision was made shortly before students arrived back
on campus, and alternate services and protocols for handling
health emergencies were being developed and refined as the
school year began. Early in the year a number of cases in
which intoxicated students needed medical treatment sharpened the debate surrounding the decision and highlighted the
need for a clear understanding of what to do to get emergency
health services when the Health Center is not open.
School opened with the Health Center operating from 8 a.m.
to 8 p.m. Monday through Friday and from noon to 4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. A professional nursing service accessible by
telephone was engaged by the College to cover hours when the
campus Health Center is closed.
Though the decision was supposed to have waited for
completion of a review by a working group of trustees, some
studies of health services conducted in recent years had
recommended scaling back hours of operations, administrators
said. Ninety percent of American colleges do not have roundthe-clock health center hours, according to Melanie Thompson, M.D., Colby’s medical director, and among the NESCAC
colleges, four have round-the-clock health center hours while
seven don’t.

Lovejoy Laureates Named
Two Chicago Tribune reporters, Steve Mills and Maurice Possley,
received the 51st Lovejoy Award in a ceremony on October 15.
Investigative stories by Possley and Mills have been instrumental in the release of wrongly convicted death row inmates, and
former Illinois Gov. George Ryan credited the reporters’ work
with influencing his decision to impose a moratorium on the
death penalty in Illinois.
Ryan said Mills and Possley had achieved “one of the
highest callings in journalism” when they saved the lives
of innocent men awaiting execution for crimes the men
didn’t commit.
The Lovejoy Selection Committee named the pair as corecipients of the 2003 award for their courageous journalism,
which in the tradition of Elijah Parish Lovejoy sought justice for
innocent, voiceless members of our society. Lovejoy, valedictorian of Colby’s Class of 1826, became a martyr to the cause
of emancipation and America’s first martyr to press freedom
when a St. Louis mob killed him for his crusading anti-slavery
editorials. The Lovejoy Award has been given annually at Colby
since 1952.
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What the Posse program is
and what it isn’t
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WORD

On Colby’s Posse

The

By Gerry Boyle ’78

photos: Fred field

M

id-afternoon on a Tuesday in July in an office seven floors above the hustle of
Wall Street, a group of high school seniors is kicking back. They’re from all over
New York—Brooklyn, Harlem, Chelsea, Chinatown—and are as varied as the crowds
on a Manhattan sidewalk. One has been in the U.S. only three years; some have been
in America their entire lives. One works in a Chinatown insurance office; another in a
Park Avenue investment firm. They made their way to Wall Street by ferry, train and bus,
pulled up chairs and within minutes were bantering like old friends.
About their visit to Colby in April, in a small plane that took off in a rainstorm. (“At least
it wasn’t snow. You’d see ten Posse kids parachuting back.”)
About how cold it will be in Maine. (“Wear clothes. It’s not like they haven’t invented
the jacket.”)
About the short-lived escape of Pedro, the pet pig owned by Colby President William
Adams. (“Who did he think he was, Free Willie?”)
The jokes and comments flow with an easy familiarity, as if the students are jamming
musicians who have played together for a long time. “We’re more than just friendly,” said
Rebecca Travis ’07. “We have friendships.”
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This is “Posse 2,” the name given the
second group of 10 students to enter Colby
through the Posse Foundation, an urbanbased program that recruits and prepares
city students for careers at affiliated colleges.
Colby is in its second year with Posse; Bowdoin and Middlebury, among others, have
been involved with Posse for several years.
Posse was founded 14 years ago by Deborah Bial, a Middlebury graduate, with the goal
of recruiting students with extraordinary academic and leadership ability who might not
take part in the traditional college selection
process—and might not consider colleges
beyond their cities. Colleges interested in
building a diverse and accomplished student
body contract with the Posse Foundation to
do the recruiting—and much of the selection—in any of the four cities where Posse
operates: Boston, New York, Chicago and
Los Angeles. Posse will open in Washington,
D.C., in 2004.
Affiliated schools include Colby, Bowdoin,
Middlebury, Grinnell, Carleton, Hamilton,
Bryn Mawr, Trinity and nine other colleges
and universities. All of the Posse partner
schools give full tuition scholarships to all
enrolled Posse students; in Colby’s case
additional aid for room and board, if any, is
awarded according to financial need. Schools
also pay an annual fee to help offset the
foundation’s operating costs, though the vast
majority of its revenue (and its Wall Street
office space) is donated by philanthropic
organizations and corporations.
Students are recruited and selected from
urban public schools by Posse, with the colleges
assisting in the final selection of each school’s
10-student “posse.” Students are provided with
mentoring and training aimed at helping them
succeed, both before and after graduation.
The colleges and Posse Scholars benefit,
said Parker Beverage, Colby dean of admissions. “It gave us a little bit more outreach
into areas where we’re not known and we’d
like to be known. And I think the Posse kids
gain an opportunity that they might not have
been exposed to. Chances are that a place like
Colby or Bowdoin or Middlebury might not
have been in the constellation of schools they
would have been thinking about.”

8
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Dan Lin ‘07 on a street corner in Chinatown in New York City. Lin spent the summer working in
Chinatown. When this photo was taken, he had just left work and, days before leaving for Colby,
was “trying to store some memorable images of the place I had lived for years.”
Or as Sarah Burke, a trainer with Colby’s
second Posse group, put it: “We run through
our schools real quick and the only ones that
send off any signals at all are Brandeis, sometimes, and occasionally they know Vanderbilt, because of the sports. They’re just not
on their radar.”
That changes very quickly.
Consider Dan Lin ’07, who arrived in
New York City with his father three years ago
from China (his mother had arrived in New
York earlier). A slight young man with an
earnest, direct manner, he enrolled in Manhattan Comprehensive Night and Day High
School on the Lower East Side. The school
has about 800 students—80 percent immigrants, representing more than 30 countries.
Lin and other Posse Scholars, as they are
called by the program, are asked to choose
three schools among the colleges affiliated
with their respective Posse programs—in
Lin’s case, the nine colleges that are part of
Posse New York. Though he’d never heard
of Colby, Lin hit the Web sites and college
guides and came away impressed. “Colby’s
rank is very high,” he said, “one of the best.”
Jia Chen ’06, a member of “Colby Posse 1”
and the oldest daughter in a family that came
to the U.S. from China in 1997, queried coworkers and supervisors at the branch of the

New York Public Library where she worked in
high school. They were “very positive” about
Colby, and Chen made her choice. She’s now
a sophomore majoring in economics—the
first person in her family to go to college.
But already readers trying to craft a definition for Posse may be forming stereotypes—
and they just don’t mirror reality.
Colby’s Posse Scholars include a gifted
musician whose older siblings went to Williams and Swarthmore. There is a daughter
of a veterinarian and a young man who wants
to support his mother, a single parent who
is ill and unable to work. They include a
first-year student who already has studied at
Oxford and captained his football team, and
another who, if she hadn’t been accepted to
Colby Posse, was going to apply to St. Louis
University—in Madrid. One student was the
YMCA Teen Volunteer of the Year for New
York State, selected from 170,000 nominees.
Another traveled with a friend to India to
make a documentary on child prostitution—
when they were 16.
“There are so many misconceptions about
the [Posse] Foundation,” said Posse New
York’s Ramon Castillo, who worked with the
second Colby group weekly for eight months
prior to their arrival in Waterville. “That
Posse is a minority scholarship or Posse is

a need-based scholarship. . . . Some high
schools, just by thinking that, cause us to miss
out on great students. They think if you’re a
great student but you’re white, you won’t be
able to get into the Posse program.”
And Posse members are aware that their
college communities may have little knowledge of what Posse is and how it works.
“People can’t really understand it,” said
Jairus Steed ’06, a member of Colby’s first
Posse and a graduate of New York’s specialized and prestigious LaGuardia High School
of Music & Art and Performing Arts. “It’s not
a race scholarship. So there’s white kids in
Posse. It’s not a financial scholarship. There’s
rich kids in Posse. You never have to hand in
something financial.”

York City’s public schools. Initially, those
students may have little else in common—
except that they have achieved academically
and emerged as student leaders. According
to Jimenez, that is the crux of the Posse message that hasn’t gotten out. “I know a lot of
the other kids [in Posse] really cared about
emphasizing the fact that Posse is a merit
scholarship and a leadership scholarship,”
she said.
Each one of these students is a scholar,
says Sandra Sohne, Posse 2 mentor at Colby.
“They have earned the privilege to be here by
virtue of the hard work they’ve done in high
school, both in and out of the classroom.”
Or as Zen Glasser ’06, a Colby Posse 1
member, put it: “We don’t want a pity party

ships by teachers, guidance counselors and
leaders of civic organizations.
The whittling process involved three
rounds of interviews, including a daylong
activity session where students were watched
carefully by Posse personnel, alumni and
selected volunteers. “We’re looking for leaders,” said Russell Langsam, director of Posse
New York. “But we define leaders in many
different ways.”
Leaders may be dynamic and persuasive.
They may be particularly effective listeners,
bringing a group together to accomplish a
goal. They may be noticed for being able to
encourage reticent students to take part in
activities. They may be able to incorporate
a variety of ideas into a discussion. All have

photos: andrew lichtenstein, left; Fred field, right

“People can’t really understand it,” said Jairus Steed ’06, a member of Colby’s first Posse. “It’s not a race scholarship. So there’s
white kids in Posse. It’s not a financial scholarship. There’s rich kids in Posse. You never have to hand in something financial.”
(This created a thorny issue for Colby,
which does not award merit aid. “Ideally,
the students would qualify financially for
the full tuition scholarship,” said Beverage
in Admissions, “and perhaps they would
qualify for additional financial aid, which
of course we would give them because our
policy is to meet the full financial need of
any student we enroll.”)
But if Posse is a race-blind and needblind program, other students are not blind
to the fact that many Posse students are
African American, Latin American or Asian
American. This ethnic and racial mix merely
mirrors the demographics of New York City.
But it also has buttressed misconceptions,
especially at colleges like Colby, where Posse
is new. “I really don’t think a lot of kids knew
what it was. Or that it was there,” said Claire
Jimenez ’06. “It’s a touchy subject because you
think of Posse and lots of kids misunderstand
what it is. They think of affirmative action
and they think affirmative action is a scam.
And then other words start to pop up. . . . I
feel like a lot of it is that they misunderstand
what diversity is.”
In this case, diversity is a Colby student
body that now includes more kids from New

and we want people to know we well-earned
our places at Colby.”
The Posse Scholars who enrolled at Colby
this year and last were winners in a marathon selection process that began nearly 18
months before they came to Mayflower Hill.
More than 1,800 New York City high school
juniors were nominated for Posse Scholar-

stood out in the collage of students in their
respective high schools. “Just in the first
ten minutes, I started to realize [Dan Lin] is
different,” said Melody Chan, a counselor
at Manhattan Comprehensive. “When he
speaks, he speaks with confidence. And eye
contact, communication skills—compared
to other immigrant students, you could

Zen Glasser ’06 listens during a lecture by Associate Professor of American Studies Magaret McFadden.
Glasser, a Posse scholar, says the Posse Program is often misunderstood.
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just tell. He’s something.”
Not all of the counselors and teachers
know exactly what Posse is looking for, but
the Posse staff does.
It culls the 1,800 nominees to a group of
about 700. Over a period of weeks, those students go through another round of interviews
and activities before some 200 are selected as
finalists for the approximately 90 slots among
the nine Posse New York affiliated colleges.
Only then are the students asked to give their
preferences. Posse assigns them to the college
to which it thinks they are most suited (final-

kids are going home without it,” he said.
Upon selection the group becomes a
“posse”—the group that will spend eight
months in weekly training sessions, slowly
forming bonds where it appeared none could
exist. “They say, ‘I don’t know these people.
How am I supposed to go off to college with
them?’” director Langsam said.
Making their way to the Posse Foundation
offices on Wall Street every Tuesday afternoon from all over New York, the individual
Colby Posse members melded into what is
by all accounts a cohesive, yet diverse group.

Not that Posse doesn’t take college and
Colby seriously. Training not only prepares
Posse members to relate to each other but
also to relate to people from other cultural
backgrounds. It also prepares them to adapt
to life in a college community in a small New
England town. “Being away from home, just
not having noise outside your window,” said
Castillo, the Posse 2 trainer and a Posse
graduate of Depauw University in Indiana.
“Little things.”
Things like COOT, the kickoff Colby
Outdoor Orientation Trips for first-year

“‘Why are you here?’ Immediately not only do I have to defend myself but I have to defend the Posse program,” said Zen Glasser ’06.
“People kept on asking us, ‘What are you? Who are you?’ We were, like, ‘You know what? We need some press.’”
ists often don’t get their first choice), and 20
or so students are brought in for a final session. Only half will make the final cut.
That final session is an interview with
Posse staff and administrators from the
assigned college. In Colby’s case, the panel in
New York has included Beverage, President
Adams, Dean of Students Janice Kassman
and Sohne. Posse 1 member Steed said the
assembled 20 finalists are very much aware
that there is no second prize. “You know ten

They learned of each other’s career hopes,
family expectations and even spiritual needs.
“We all have our strengths and weaknesses,”
said Roy Wilson ’07, a Harlem resident who
intends to enter the Colby-Dartmouth engineering program. “Some are the same; some
are different. With the meetings you get to
see who is who.”
And what they have in common: “We’re all
a bunch of jokesters,” said Montana Vasquez
’07, an aspiring writer from Manhattan.

Victoria Caicedo ‘07 working with kids at the Long Island City YMCA of Greater New York. Caicedo’s
dedication to children was recognized when she was named Volunteer of the Year and Teen of the
Year for the New York YMCAs.
10
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students. “Camping?” said Glasser, who grew
up in the Canarsie section of Brooklyn and
was a standout in her 1,000-strong class at
Edward R. Murrow High School. “We don’t
go camping. I’ve never been camping. What
is that? It’s a totally different life.”
When you’re away from home and family
for the first time, for any student those differences add up.
“Homesickness?” said Chen, the Posse 1
member from Chelsea in lower Manhattan.
“Oh, my god. I don’t want to talk about it.
I cried for so many nights. So I called [my
parents] at the beginning of the first semester. And I just can’t help it. My tears just fall
down. I had to hang up. And then get ready,
call again. Hang up. . . . Why am I crying?
I’m not sad. I just missed them so, so much.”
Homesickness is just one of the potential
pitfalls that Posse training is designed to head
off. At a session in a spare conference room at
the Posse offices in July, Castillo and Ramon
Marmolejos, the Posse New York career program coordinator, led activities that probed
the Colby Posse members’ feelings about the
relative importance of family, about their definition of success and prestige. Some students
said they hoped to support their parents financially someday; some said they wanted careers
that would contribute to a community.
The self-examination had two purposes:
to start students thinking about the academic

track that could lead them toward career
goals and to encourage self-examination that
will allow them to better know themselves as
they head into a new environment. Marmolejos, 25, a New Yorker of Dominican descent
who left a fast-track marketing job at Pepsi to
work for Posse, later said he knew what some
students would be feeling. As a freshman at
the University of Pennsylvania, and the first
person in his family to go to college, he felt
like an outsider when he arrived on campus.
“You ask yourself, then who am I?”
Or you grow weary of explaining, said
Glasser, who, as the only white student in
Colby Posse 1, found herself explaining the
program to other students over and over.
“‘Why are you here?’ Immediately not only
do I have to defend myself but I have to
defend the Posse program.”
Glasser said she and other Posse 1 members came to Mayflower Hill not wanting to
be singled out but soon changed their minds.
“People kept on asking us, ‘What are you?
Who are you?’ . . . We were, like, ‘You know
what? We need some press.’”
Beverage and other Colby administrators
hope misunderstandings about Posse will be
just “bumps in the road” and that ultimately
Colby’s Posse experience will be similar to that
of Bowdoin and Middlebury. “Their experiences have been pretty good,” Beverage said.
“The kids have come, they’ve persisted, done
their work, made contributions to the campus
community. They’ve held leadership positions
and helped to generally raise the consciousness of the community.” Six members of Posse
1 made the Dean’s List first semester last year;
four made it second semester.

photos: andrew lichtenstien

T

his success doesn’t happen accidentally.
The program requires Posse members to
meet as a group every week for the first two
years with a mentor provided by their college (in Colby’s case, Sohne and Lisa Sweet,
both from the Dean of Students Office).
Posse members also take part in a Posse
Plus retreat in February to which they invite
friends, assembling a group that may include
students, faculty, staff and administrators.
The Posse Foundation is concerned
that scholars’ leadership on campus doesn’t

Jeronimo Maradiaga ‘07, right, is shown with co-workers at the Fordham Road Gate of the Bronx
Zoo. Maradiaga, who is from the Bronx, worked at the zoo last summer before coming to Colby.
always lead to leadership roles after graduation. Posse is in the process of aggressively
expanding its career program, one that
already includes close relationships—and
internship and job opportunities—with
major corporations like Lehman Brothers
and Bloomberg, the media conglomerate.
Posse administrators take pride in the performance of Posse students in the workplace
and point to steadily expanding opportunities,
both in the private sector and in nonprofits.
“My job is easy,” said Laura Brief, national
director of Posse’s career programs. “We just
have to get the door open a little bit and then
the students go in, and they do so well that
they break it wide open and are really pioneers for the rest of the students to come.”
At Colby, administrators hope that the
Posse students will be pioneers on Mayflower
Hill as well. “Over time we hope that those
students who come here as members of the
Posses would get the word back to younger
siblings, to counselors in their high schools,”
Beverage said.
In at least one case, that already has happened. When Susie Liu ’07, a member of
Posse 2, arrived on campus she was reunited
with her best friend from Manhattan International High School, Jia Chen ’06. “That
was part of the reason she chose Colby,”

Chen said. “My friends in high school, when
they applied for the Posse scholarship, they
were, like, ‘Which one should I choose?’ I
said, ‘Choose Colby. Choose Colby.’”
In this way, students from Posse are
adding to the breadth of their own experience, noted Castillo, the Posse trainer who
graduated from Depauw. “What I got out of
it was being able to see the world in a totally
different way,” he said. “New York is very
diverse and it’s very active and alive, but it’s
also a little bubble. This is a way to see what
the rest of the country is like.”
It’s also a way to add different perspectives to the mélange of the student body on
Mayflower Hill, as Colby looks to broaden
the academic and social experience it offers.
But could it be dismissed as window dressing,
a quick fix for a college bent on diversifying
its student body?
“Oh, not at all,” said Steed, the Posse 1
member from Harlem. “And when you look
at the financial commitment that the schools
that come to Posse make—there are easier
ways to display that you are friendly in that
sort of diversifying way than to get into a program like Posse. So even a school that takes
that first step shows that they really care.
“It’s certainly a humungous step in the
right direction.”
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Educated Travelers
Alumni join professors as CBB travel program takes off
Paul Wescott ’53 was a senior history major at Colby when
Soviet dictator Josef Stalin died. When Wescott heard the
news he had one question: “What happens next?”
Wescott recalls the answer given by his Russian studies professor, Harold Raymond: “I have no idea.”
That immense unknown, so emblematic of Russian history,
has intrigued Wescott ever since.
Fifty years later—after the Cold War, after the dissolution of
the Soviet Union and the introduction of democracy and capitalism—Wescott and his wife, Peggy, are onboard the Novikov
Priboy, a 425-foot passenger ship, cruising from Moscow to
St. Petersburg. They have come on this two-week river cruise
along the canals, rivers and lakes of Russia to witness a country in transition. And maybe to discover what comes next for
Russia as it emerges in the 21st century.
“It’s been such an important part of history in my life and is
undergoing a sea change,” says Wescott on deck as we pass
the small dachas (country houses) that appear unexpectedly in
the trees on the banks along the upper Volga River. “I wanted
to see it.”
He’s not alone.

Text and Photos by Alicia Nemiccolo MacLeay ’97
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From left, Paul ’53 and Peggy Wescott, Joan Brenner (Bates ’49) and other trip participants check out the sights of Moscow with tour guide Julia; the
Cathedral of the Resurrection (Our Savior-on-the-Spilt-Blood) in St. Petersburg; Sheila McCarthy (center) talks with Susan (Schaeff) ’63 and
Among the 200 passengers listed on the
Novikov Priboy’s captain’s log are 26 Colby,
Bates and Bowdoin (CBB) travelers—alumni
and two professors from the colleges, along
with their companions, all venturing on a
“Journey of the Czars.” For two weeks in
July we explore Russia by river, including St.
Petersburg in full 300th-anniversary splendor. We view countless icons, walk through
elegant palaces, see the tombs of czars and
along the 1,300-kilometer journey share
every meal, bus ride and photo op.
Few on the trip have met any of their fellow
travelers before arriving in Moscow. And only
a small number of us have taken a Russian
studies course, which is fine because the trip
essentially is one. All CBB alumni trips have
an educational focus—in this case Russia’s history and culture. In addition to the appeal of
sightseeing in Russia, people have been drawn
by the promise of lectures by CBB professors,
the opportunity to travel comfortably by boat
and what everyone hopes will be interesting
and pleasant companions. As a group our only
connection is having attended one of the three
colleges or being affiliated with someone who
has. Some might find that a tenuous bond, but
it holds—and grows stronger.
“You grant that and you start to talk to
people as if you know them in a way and it
makes for more of an intimacy,” says Jim
Foritano ’65.
Except for me, the CBB alumni range in
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class years from 1943 to 1965. All have vivid
recollections of the Cold War. The opportunity to travel to what was America’s archenemy is a major draw.
Surprisingly, while the CBB participants
are an extremely well-traveled bunch (their
accounts of previous trips include Italy, Egypt,
Japan, South America, among others), few
are regular group travelers. “This is our first
group tour after shunning them our entire
life,” says Bob Ferrell (Bowdoin ’62) at dinner
with wife Mimi the first night. “I wouldn’t
have come on a tour if it didn’t include discussions of the history, literature and music.”

S

ince the spring of 2001, Colby, Bates and
Bowdoin have collaborated to offer alumni
trips to such destinations as Tuscany, Normandy and Costa Rica—always with a professor or two along. While the colleges supply
the appropriate faculty and offer the trips to
alumni, a specialty tour operator runs each
trip, organizing all airfare, lodging, meals
and sightseeing logistics, including local tour
guides in each city. Even as international travel
has declined drastically in the last two years,
affiliated group travel is gaining in popularity, with everyone from the local bank to bar
associations offering programs. While actual
numbers on the competitive travel industry
are scarce, Scott Kluesner, vice president of
sales at Intrav, which operates our Russia trip,
says his company has seen continued growth

in alumni travel over the last few years. “In
fact our forecast for 2004 is even greater than
ever before,” he says.
Our faculty members are Sheila McCarthy, associate professor of Russian literature
and language at Colby and director of the
Colby in St. Petersburg study abroad program, and Tony Antolini (Bowdoin ’63),
director of the Bowdoin chorus and an expert
on Russian music. McCarthy and Antolini
are on hand to answer questions (“Are the
arts supported?” “What’s your favorite
Chekhov short story?”), offer lectures (“The
Literary Myth of St. Petersburg,” “Russian
Music to 1800”) and provide language assistance (“How do I say, ‘good-morning/how are
you/thank you?’”—dobraye utra/kak dila/
spasiba). Ultimately each professor is a fellow
traveler—who just happens to know a heck of
a lot about Russia.
“There are lots of tours you can take that
tell you stuff and do the tour-guide thing,”
says John Ridlon (Bowdoin ’63). “But these
are recognized authorities in their field and
they bring a unique perspective.”
In a meeting on the Priboy our first night
in Moscow, Antolini says he and McCarthy
are now on their “home turf.” To be more
exact, Russian music is Antolini’s specialty.
Growing up in New York City he visited
Russian churches to hear their choirs. “I was
so stunned by the singing. I couldn’t wait to
get started,” he says. Antolini immediately

Paul Pineo ’63 on the deck of the Novikov Priboy; Maddie Littman and Jim Foritano ’65 view the Cathedral of the Dormition inside Moscow’s
Kremlin; Mel and Barbara (Brent) Biedermann ’43 relax on deck.
signed up for Russian upon arriving at Bowdoin as an undergraduate, first visited the
Soviet Union in 1962 (“they were just opening the country to students”) and has since
led two musical tours to Russia.
McCarthy has been to Russia nearly 20
times since her first visit in 1965 as a student. That first trip also included a cruise
on the Volga, although McCarthy traveled
on a steamer with roosters, hens and goats
riding along and fruits and vegetables piled
high on the decks. Chatting with the farmers on their way to market remains one of
McCarthy’s fondest memories of Russia.
Over the last four decades McCarthy has
led various groups, from college students to
seasoned museum patrons, on summer tours
as a guide and interpreter. She and Antolini
want to show us the real Russia. To “fight the
communist menace, evil empire stereotype,”
as McCarthy says, and go beyond just being
ushered from spot to spot.
Between the two of them we’re in experienced hands.
Our first day in Moscow, a Sunday, Antolini offers a side trip to a Russian Orthodox
Church service. This is not on our official
tour schedule, which appears nightly on
the bunk of each traveler. “It was wonderful
because Tony knows so much of the liturgy
and so much of the music and that’s really one
of the things that interests me,” says Ridlon
after returning from the service, which

included a hand bell performance. “It was just
wonderful to have that kind of access.”

P

eople often don’t know what to expect
from Moscow, perhaps a gray dour place,”
says Marina, a tour guide during our three
days in Moscow. “When they come they’re
pleasantly surprised.”
“I second that,” says Chan Coddington,
husband of Jane (Whipple) ’55, on our bus.
Many arrive in Moscow half expecting to
see heavyset babushkas and poverty around
every corner. But downtown Moscow feels
prosperous and cosmopolitan. Stylish young
women stroll by in fashionable clothes,
Western brands adorn storefronts (and a glut
of billboards), and Land Rover and Mercedes
dealerships offer the latest models, adding to
the overflow of cars speeding through the
city’s streets. (Drivers appear to be still learning the skill.)
“We wanted to see how much it had
changed,” says Barbara (Brent) Biedermann
’43, who visited Moscow and St. Petersburg
in 1972 with husband Mel. Then, “everything
you wanted to see was restricted. You couldn’t
go in the Kremlin,” she says. As if to emphasize her point, we are waiting in line with
other tourists to enter the Kremlin, Moscow’s
ancient fortress at the heart of the city.
Around us mill the ubiquitous souvenir hawkers, with their packs of post cards, T-shirts
and fake military pins. “We didn’t expect that

Russia would have made this much progress. I
am amazed,” Biedermann says.
Near such iconic sites as St. Basil’s Cathedral, with its brilliant, multicolored onion
domes, and Manege Square outside the
red brick walls of the Kremlin, there is an
underground shopping mall with a trendy
Internet café. The Metro, renowned for its
magnificent mosaics and sculptures (and
escalators that rank among the fastest in the
world), is immaculate—not a gum wrapper in
sight. And the enormous Cathedral of Christ
the Savior (the original blown up in 1931
per Stalin’s order, an outdoor swimming
pool later appearing on site) was completely
reconstructed in the ’90s and opened for
daily services in 2000.
Okay, I do see packs of stray dogs roaming the city, and we are continually warned
about pocket-picking Gypsies (a prophesy
that proves true for one Bates couple in St.
Petersburg). Still, Moscow appears to be
moving forward while reclaiming and retaining the best of its cultural past.
On our way toward Red Square to view
Vladimir Lenin in his tomb, a small group of
us briskly follows Julia, another Moscow tour
guide. We turn a corner and suddenly there
is the hammer and sickle flag, being waved
proudly on the steps outside the State History Museum. Pro-Communist songs blare
from a bullhorn while a group of 20 or so
Communist supporters, both young and old,
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stand stoically in quiet political protest.
We stop to stare, take photos, wonder
about this vestige of Communism, while Julia
marches on, seemingly oblivious. I’m torn
between seeing this demonstration as the
remnant of a misguided, backward ideology or
as true political freedom in action. Either way
I feel naïve for not having expected it. Lenin
and Stalin may be dead inside Red Square, but
apparently for some their ideals are not.
“There are lots of mixed feelings about
Stalin,” says McCarthy later over lunch.
“He brought them through the war, kept
things together.” For some it is nostalgic,
she explains, the way some Americans might
idealize the “good old days,” when they were
children and Mom was waiting at home
with milk and cookies. But in reality, as our
onboard Russian lecturer makes clear, the
time was marked by mass executions and a
police terror state—and millions of lives lost,
including tens of thousands to the construction of the Moscow Canal, the very waterway
that begins our cruise north.

F

or five days we travel north along the
Volga, Svir and Neva rivers, crossing the
Ladoga and Onega lakes on our way to St.
Petersburg. Along the way we navigate 17
locks, the first of which draws nearly everyone
out on deck to watch as the Priboy drops eight
meters. “Just seeing the Stalinist engineering
projects, the enormous scale of them, the big
Communist seals on hydroelectric plants,” says
Paul Wescott. “This is stuff you read about.”
The pace is relaxed, but there is always
something to do: learn the Cyrillic alphabet
during Russian language lessons, listen to a folk
music concert, watch a film on the Romanovs,
play the wooden spoons in an all-ship talent
show. Or simply watch the changing scenery.
Thick forests, green plains, small towns, busy
public beaches and occasional barges—all
these pass while we watch from deck.
“There’s something very conducive to
relaxing and opening up on a trip like this,”
says Jim Foritano. “It’s the boat. It’s the rhythm
and it’s the fact of us all being in a very enigmatic country. We’re all open to the adventure
and that has been a great experience.”
We stop in several towns and cities during
the voyage—Uglich, Yaroslavl (where we are
invited back for its millennium celebration
in 2010), Svir Stroy. We see brightly painted
churches and bustling city markets, hear
concerts of native music. And at every dock
we are met by a local band playing Ameri-
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can standards—“Stars and Stripes,” “Hello
Dolly”—while vendors sell matryoshka dolls,
chess sets and lacquered boxes.
The highlight is Kizhi Island, a remote
UNESCO World Heritage Site, home to an
outdoor museum of wooden churches and
structures. On this small island we see the
Transfiguration Cathedral—30,000 wooden
shingles adorn its 22 cupolas and shimmer in
the midday sun. The guides tell us to keep on
the paths because of the poisonous vipers. I
never see a snake, but the warning keeps our
group together.
Every day Antolini and McCarthy offer lectures onboard the ship. One day it is McCarthy’s “The Literary Myth of St. Petersburg.”
“I find it fascinating. I’ll go home and read
some Gogol,” says Jane Coddington. Another
afternoon Antolini plays us music from concerts we have heard in churches along the way,
explaining the evolution of Russian music.
“We’ve certainly had our share of the cultural
development,” says Bob Ferrell.
The atmosphere is informal (the lectures
are held in the Sky Bar) but informative.
Antolini and McCarthy even team-teach

a lecture on 19th- and 20th-century literature and music. McCarthy says she likes the
opportunity to meet and work with a fellow
Russian professor. There is talk of collaborating on a Russian studies course back at home.
“I don’t get to teach like that at Bowdoin,”
says Antolini. “It turned out better than I
could have hoped.”
Lectures like “From Lenin to Putin,”
offered by Irina Nikolashina, a professor from
Moscow State University and the Novikov
Priboy’s official onboard lecturer, draw Paul
Wescott. While Wescott and the rest of us
could simply have read a history book (and
most have read many), Nikolashina offers
human context. It is one thing to read about
the economic crisis caused by Yeltsin’s 1998
devaluation of the ruble. It is another to have
Nikolashina tell you that the result was that
overnight her mother’s life savings of 5,000
rubles, given to a then-pregnant Irina for her
child, became five. “I bought a bottle of vegetable oil, put it in the cupboard. It is all that
is left of my mother’s life savings,” she says.
Or to hear her recount bicycling down to
the 1991 uprising outside Moscow’s White

On Stalin, Bathing and Bears: Snapshots from Russia
Friday, July 11, 2003

Delta Flight 30, on tarmac, JFK

Alicia Nemiccolo
MacLeay ’97

“Uh oh,” says the wo
man next to me as we
wait for our flight to
take off for Moscow. She
points to a newspaper
headline—“Bomb in Mos
cow Kills 1.” It is less than
a week since Chechen
separatists killed more
than a dozen people at
a rock concert outside
the city, but it’s curiosity rather than fear that
I feel. (“The Chechens aren’t
interested in tourists,” Sheila
McCarthy explained to me last
week. “They want to get into
the heart of Moscow.”) Once
back home I find myself reading any article that mentions
Chechnya, not just the headlines, looking for answers.
Saturday, July 12, 2003

Cabin 109, Novikov Priboy, Moscow
Checking out my cabin I look
in the bathroom to discover...

a drain in the floor? Turns out
the bathroom doubles as the
shower. Extend the sink faucet
upwards, hang it on the wall
and voilà! “At the end of the
cruise all of you are going
to say, ‘Damn I’m
going to miss
that shower,” says
Teddy, our Dutch
cruise director,
during orientation. She’s right.
The efficiency of
showering and
brushing your
teeth at the
same time is
oddly appealing.
Sunday, July 13, 2003

Lunch at the Kempinski Hotel, Moscow
“I can only think of Stalin as
a very benevolent leader. He
was called ‘little father.’” This
unexpected statement comes
from fellow cruise-ship passenger Judy Traub of Long
Island. It is more surprising

House. Before leaving home Nikolashina
asked a friend in Canada to come get her
child if she wasn’t heard from in a month.
Eventually the tanks turned away and the old
Russian flag was flown. “That was a tremendously emotional moment,” she says.
“I’m most fascinated by the fact that she
can be free and open,” says Paul Pineo ’63.
These personal accounts aren’t just enlightening for the trip’s participants. “Astounding,”
says Antolini of Nikolashina’s talk. “It’s irreplaceable to have a person who’s an eyewitness
to an historical event. She wasn’t just watching
it on TV. She was there.”

G

roup tours can conjure up images of tourists
following their guides like sheep, herded
from site to site, buffered from the actual
country they’re visiting. But McCarthy offers
us unique opportunities for local exposure—a
Q&A with Tim Wiswell ’01, who works in the
investment banking industry in Moscow and
tells us about efforts to gain foreign investors;
a discussion conducted at 90 mph with a taxicab driver on St. Petersburg politics and the
city’s recent $500-million restoration project

when you learn that at the
age of 5, under Stalin’s rule,
Traub was deported from her
native Poland to a Siberian
labor camp.
In 1939 the Nazi-Soviet
Non-Aggression Pact split
Poland. The town Traub’s
family lived in fell to the
Soviets, the rest of her relations to the Germans. When
her father requested a move
to the German side to reunite
the family, it was seen as an
act of disloyalty.
Three weeks later Traub
and her family heard a knock
on the door one night. The
family was sent to an outpost
2,000 kilometers from the
Trans-Siberian railroad’s last
stop. “At the time it seemed
like the worst, but that’s how
we survived,” Traub said.
When they returned home
to Poland a few years later,
all of their relations but
one uncle had perished
under Hitler.

(“They spent an enormous amount of money,
but there was nothing in it for us,” says the
driver); a tour of the St. Petersburg Classical
Gymnasium school, which houses the Colby
in St. Petersburg program, where students
study and teach Russian high school students.
“I think I would have really missed something
had these professors not been here,” says Everett Brenner (Bates ’47).
The tour offers its own benefits. In St.
Petersburg we enter the Hermitage museum,
home to more than 2.7-million pieces of artwork, hours before its regular opening. The
museum, usually teeming with visitors, is virtually empty save for our group and a few art
students attempting to reproduce the works
of masters. We tour Catherine’s Palace, a
sprawling masterpiece, after the regular visitors have been sent home. We have a private
ballet performance of pieces from “Swan
Lake,” “The Nutcracker” and “Giselle” in
Catherine the Great’s Hermitage Theater.
It’s hard not to see the advantages. Being
able to view up close a Rembrandt or the
restored Amber Room, rather than the back
of someone’s head, is (as the MasterCard ads

Sunday,
July 20, 2003

Novikov Priboy, Svir River
Tonight was
our Surprise En
tertainment. My
Russian language
group sang “Kalinka” and “Moscow Nights”—in
Russian—on deck
accompanied by our onboard
musicians (an accordionist and
fiddler). For our show-stopping encore we played wooden
spoons. Later in the program a
Russian girl from the gift shop
came out in a sequined cocktail dress and sang “Chattanooga Choo Choo,” and for the
finale, Arty, one of our Russian
interpreters, belted out a Celine Dion number. Now that’s
cross-cultural entertainment.
Tuesday, July 22, 2003

St. Petersburg
Walking on the sidewalk
this afternoon I passed ice

say) priceless. And it’s not just the professors
and guides who have given us new insights.
The interests of the alumni are broad. In our
group alone we have an art docent ready to
explain the early techniques of van Gogh and
Gauguin, a ballet dancer who can critique
a ballerina’s graceful footwork, and several
sailors. “We all profited from the specialized
knowledge of each member of the group,”
says McCarthy, reflecting on the trip.
After 1,300 kilometers, two celebrated
cities and countless facts, lectures and observations, our journey ends in St. Petersburg,
Peter the Great’s personal vision of Russia’s
future, a future that merged Western affluence
with distinctive Russian drive and ingenuity.
For our CBB group the question of what is
next for Russia remains unanswered, but the
trip has opened our eyes to its possibilities.
“I’ve been pleased and excited with the
sense of wonder I’ve had about the place,”
says Bob Ferrell. “I feel like I’ve just put my
toes in the water.”
For information about the CBB alumni travel
program and upcoming trips, see the inside back
cover of this magazine.

cream vendors,
souvenir stalls
and then a
muzzled brown
bear, attached
by a leash to a
boy. For a few
rubles passersby
could—and did—
sit with the bear
for a photo.
Continuing on I saw a
few Gypsy families, mothers
with young children, sitting
in doorways, asking for
money. Our Russian guides
warn us to hang tight
to our belongings. Later I
am shocked to learn that
at this same moment
Joan (Bates ’49) and Ev
Brenner (Bates ’47)
were swarmed by an
entire family, their bags
opened, a set of eyeglasses
taken. The Brenners were ultimately rescued by the sudden
appearance of policemen
who drag the family away.

Wednesday, July 23, 2003

On bus in St. Petersburg
“Freedom and democracy
are for the intellectuals; it’s
better to have sausage on the
table.” Olga, our tour guide
in St. Petersburg, relates this
Russian sentiment to explain
the difficulty of the transition
for the older generation, the
ones who lost their savings,
saw pensions shrink with the
downfall of Communism and
don’t even bother to vote.
Olga, though, who supplements her paltry teacher’s
income as a guide, does not
agree with them. “Freedom is
a great psychological change,”
she says to explain the economic instability and rising
crime rate around her. But
“freedom is such a great value
in itself that people should
be willing to pay anything for
it,” she tells our busload of
Americans. “It was stressful, to
put it mildly, to live under the
Soviet regime.”
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The Great
Mudpuppy
Escape

(sort of )

By Stephen Collins ’74
Illustration By Paul Breeden

A

Across the nation and around the world, introduced species are
raising concerns, and sometimes havoc, in ecosystems. Central
Maine is no exception.
America has become home to starlings and killer bees,
zebra mussels and the northern snakehead fish. Fire ants, giant
nutria rats, West Nile virus and monkey pox. By land, water,
air, even in bloodstreams, invasive species have arrived, and
they are here to stay.
A 1999 report from Cornell University’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences claims invading non-indigenous species in the United States do more than $138 billion in damage
per year. The report says there are some 50,000 foreign species
and the number will only grow.
Many were introduced purposefully, often by people whose
intentions were better than their judgment. (We have starlings, for example, because in 1890 Eugene Scheiffelin thought
America should enjoy all the birds mentioned by Shakespeare.)
Others show up accidentally, arriving in ships’ ballast or the
soil around nursery plants. Still others escape from well-intentioned scientists—and therein lies a Colby tale.
It begins in the late 1930s on Great Pond, the setting of
E.B. White’s “Once More to the Lake” and Ernest Thompson’s On Golden Pond. Read White’s elegant essay, published

in 1941, and you’ll realize the lakes were quieter in his time.
There were fewer people to notice a Colby biology professor
and his students keeping salamanders in the stream between
Salmon Lake and Great Pond. It was easier for White and his
son to catch a bass then.
To a herpetologist (and, doubtless, few others), the common
mudpuppy, Necturus maculosus maculosus, is a wonderful creature. It’s a big salamander that never leaves the water, “breathing” through colorful external gills around its head. Because of
its size, typically up to 13 inches long, it’s a good lab specimen
for dissections and the study of various parts.
But in the 1950s when ice-fishermen and -women hoping
to land a trout or a white perch instead began to pull mudpuppies up through the ice, they were not pleasantly surprised—visualize an action-figure sized Creature from the
Black Lagoon that thrashes.
“It’s a terrifying childhood memory,” recalls Leone Donovan,
a Waterville native whose parents fished Great Pond when mudpuppies first began to freak out unsuspecting anglers. “It was like
the devil incarnate. I had nightmares about mudpuppies.”
To the uninitiated the mudpuppy is a brown, spotted, slimy
creature that looks like a cross between an eel and a kimodo
dragon. The literature describes its body as “muscular” with four
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short legs. It has a broad, flat head and a face
not unlike a turtle’s, behind which a fan of
bushy red external gills encircles its neck,
like a stegosaurus wearing a feather boa.
The record specimen was 17 inches long.
It didn’t just scare children, either. Great
Pond was a serious sport fishery, sufficiently
renowned that on the day the ice went out
a notice was posted in New York’s Grand
Central Station. With increased pressure as
an increasingly mobile American population gained access to the lakes, and following an earlier inadvertent introduction, this
one of walleyed pike by the Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, Great Pond
could ill afford another threat.
In 1960, Denton W. Crocker, a biology professor at Colby, published an
account in Maine Field Naturalist of the
accidental introduction of mudpuppies
into Great Pond. He quoted a letter from
an earlier Colby biology professor, Henry
W. Aplington, who described bringing
about 200 very young necturi to Colby
from Pennsylvania for study. “I arranged
to keep the animals in a wire mesh trap in
the stream at the fish hatchery (then in use)
between Salmon Lake and Great Pond,”
wrote Aplington. “That autumn, about
85 got away through a hole which a stone
must have punched in the wire netting.”
He and his students tried to recover the
specimens, but it was too late.
Colby’s Dana Professor of Geology
Emeritus Donaldson Koons confided, “It
was probably raccoons that got into the
cage. That’s what Aplington told me.”
Rocks or raccoons, the mudpuppies
got away.
“Unfortunately,” Aplington’s letter continues, “this is not the whole story.” A subsequent batch of mudpuppies that he purchased from a scientific supply company
were kept at the same hatchery several
years later. “Despite the earlier experience
these animals (all adults) also got away,” he
confessed.

A

After publishing a scholarly chapter about
mudpuppies’ gonads (ah, yes), Aplington
departed Colby in 1947, for Muhlenberg
College in Pennsylvania. No one thought
much about mudpuppies for another 10
years. Giant aquatic salamanders were
unknown in Maine waters, though they do
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range north of the state in the St. Lawrence
River and inhabit central portions of the
Connecticut River, the border between
Vermont and New Hampshire.
Mrs. Richard Adams of Waterville was
the first angler reported to have caught a
mudpuppy, according to Crocker’s account.
She did so ice-fishing on Great Pond in
January 1957. That fall David Sirman ’60
brought a specimen he caught at the Colby
Outing Club on Great Pond to Crocker in
the Biology Department, and the following
spring Paul Reichert ’59 brought another.
A year later Jerome Boulette, a Waterville
firefighter, showed up with several of the
creatures in a bucket. Though he had
speared them, they were still alive. “They’re
almost indestructible,” said Boulette, now
in his late 70s and living in Oakland. “At
first I didn’t know what they were because
nobody had ever heard about them.”
Ironically, Boulette was out with friends
looking to spear walleyed pike on their
spawning beds, part of a concerted effort
to eliminate that species from Great Pond,
when he discovered the mudpuppies. The
walleyes had been introduced in the 1930s
when a fish hatchery erroneously crossed
up two orders and shipped the walleyed
pike to Great Pond in Belgrade and a brood
of landlocked salmon to a different Great
Pond, in Minnesota, according to Bill
Woodward, the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife biologist now responsible
for the Belgrade Lakes fisheries.
Boulette clearly remembers the night he
caught the mudpuppies. Using flashlights
to hunt for unwelcome walleyes on shoals
near Pine Island, he found none. Instead
he saw quite a few foot-long salamanders.
“They seemed to change color with the
bottom of the lake . . . like a chameleon,”
he said. “They looked like little dragons.”

I

It’s just as well that Aplington was far away
20 years after the first accidental release.
Among local anglers, reaction to the
invasion of necturus maculosus was hostile,
according to Donald Mairs’s report in
the reference book Maine Amphibians and
Reptiles. Dire concerns about the effects on
game fish populations mobilized an echo of
the anti-walleye campaign, and for a few
years some residents killed as many as they
could, mostly by spearing and netting them

around the old hatchery. John Caswell, who
lives in North Belgrade and has fished Great
Pond for decades, said that in the early
1960s he and friends used to spear 100 or
more mudpuppies each year, cut their heads
off and throw them on the stream bank.
Such efforts have ceased, but Caswell,
Boulette and many other fishermen still
resent the intruders, which are believed to
live throughout the Belgrade Lakes chain
now. “They’re a big nuisance,” Caswell
said. “They go in the streams and eat the
fish eggs when the fish go up the streams
to spawn.” They steal bait from ice-fishing lines, often without getting hooked or
springing the trap, he said.
“They eat the fish spawn,” echoed
Boulette, who blames mudpuppies for the
decline in the hornpout and brook trout
populations.
It’s not unusual that the fishermen
and the official experts don’t agree on all
aspects of the controversy. State fisheries
biologist Woodward, for one, isn’t terribly
concerned about the big, non-native salamanders. “They don’t really seem to be a
threat to any species,” he said, summing up
their impact as “incidental.”
A report from McGill University’s Redpath Museum, in Montreal, says, “Though
mudpuppies do occasionally eat fish eggs
and some fish, there is no evidence that they
significantly reduce game fish populations.”
Mairs, a naturalist, says in his article
about the Great Pond mudpuppies that
insects and crayfish have been identified
as their primary food elsewhere, though
small fish and fish eggs, worms, leeches,
snails and other salamanders also are part
of their diet. Mairs concluded that the
significance of Belgrade’s introduced mudpuppies on fish populations, either through
competition or predation, hasn’t been
studied conclusively. “There are just so
many questions,” he said of the interaction
among aquatic species. “Nobody’s doing
any research because there’s no money for
research on the subject.”
As a lifelong resident of the area who
lives near the stream where mudpuppies
were introduced, Mairs says he’s unfazed
by the intruders. “I think they’re great,” he
said, though he admitted it may be a creature only a herpetologist could love. Which
is not to say he is unconcerned about intro-

duced species. “Native biodiversity
usually suffers,” he said.
Mike Little, executive director
of the Belgrade Regional Conservation Alliance, who has a degree in
environmental management and a
lifelong interest in “herps,” started
a conversation about mudpuppies with “I’ve got a couple in my
freezer”—explaining that he’s collecting samples to try to see what they’ve
eaten. “They probably eat some fish
eggs, but they’re about as benign
an invasion as you can get,” was his
preliminary conclusion. (This from
one of the leaders of a mobilization
to stop the spread of invasive aquatic
plants, particularly variable milfoil, in
central Maine lakes.)
Woodward added: “There have
been other changes in the whole
biological system that’s made it [the
effect of mudpuppies on fisheries]
hard to track.” Most prominent was Biology Professor Henry W. Aplington
the introduction of northern pike
catching pike in all of the downstream
to the watershed 35 years ago. But
a broader history of aquatic fauna puts Belgrades during the 1970s (“We thought
the introduction of the mudpuppies in a they were pickerel at first,” said Boulette),
different perspective. Nature isn’t what it and by the 1980s they were part of annual
used to be. Those bass E.B. White caught, fishing derbies. Year after year, the winning
practically all of the game fish, most of the fish got bigger.
“We get so used to having these things
minnows and even crustaceans in the Belthat
it’s old news,” Woodward said of
grade Lakes, it turns out, are introduced
introduced
species. “This is the way it is
species, scientists say.
with pike now. We knew we couldn’t get
It took about 20 or 30 years to eliminate rid of them, so we started managing them.”
the unwanted walleyed pike from the Some fishermen would argue that the pike
Belgrades, but soon after that was accom- could stand more heavy-handed manageplished the northern pike was illegally ment. While the Belgrade chain is the only
introduced. A game fish prized by some for lake system in Maine with an established
its size, strength and fighting ability, big pike population, a mature pike was found
northern pike can run four feet long. The in Sebago Lake last summer, prompting
Maine record, caught in North Pond, adja- concerns about the storied landlocked
cent to Great Pond, weighed more than salmon fishing there.
While the burgeoning pike have been
31 pounds. It’s a top-of-the-food-chain
blamed
for declines in other prized fish spepredator, so it comes to a body of water
cies,
it
turns
out that all of those fish except
at a price, and that price is paid by other
the
brook
trout
were themselves species
species, including brook trout, landlocked
introduced
by
previous
generations.
salmon and white perch.
Bass,
landlocked
salmon
and chain pickWoodward said he heard a reliable
account that an out-of-state land developer erel were introduced by the state a century
connected with a notoriously shady land ago or more, Woodward said. White perch
deal west of Long Pond was seen delib- live in fresh or salt water and occur naturally
erately dumping a tub of northerns into in coastal drainages, but it’s unclear whether
Little North Pond in 1969. Anglers started they are native to lakes like the Belgrades,

I

Mairs said. Brown trout were originally from Germany, according to
Little. Though there are a few native
brook trout still in the lakes, most of
that fishery has been a put-and-take
operation, as the state stocked hatchery-raised trout for anglers to catch.
And it’s not just the finned fish.
To the extent that mudpuppies prey
on crayfish and compete with them
for food, the mudpuppies are dealing with more introduced species
than native ones. More crayfish species have arrived in fishermen’s bait
pails than existed naturally in Maine
ponds and streams, Mairs said.
So while the mudpuppy in central Maine is an exotic, introduced
species, one view is that it is merely
one more addition to an aquatic
ecosystem that in some respects is a
huge and evolving aquarium project.
Nature here is untrammeled in fewer
ways than we might like to imagine.
And Maine is hardly unique in
this respect. In the Cornell paper on
introduced species cited above, Professor
David Pimentel and his co-authors reported
that 98 percent of the U.S. food system is
provided by introduced species. Corn,
wheat, rice, cattle, poultry and most other
livestock and food crops fit that category.
Invasive species have been getting a lot
of attention recently, in the news media and
from a National Invasive Species Council,
a federal interdepartmental initiative established in 1999 (www.invasivespecies.gov).
The resulting awareness of risks seems to
have raised the public’s consciousness, but
humanmankind’s unprecedented mobility
on a global scale makes it hard to be optimistic that the problem may diminish. Still,
as with other threats to the status quo, it is
important to distinguish between hype and
hard facts, histrionics and helpful warnings,
terror and trouble of a more routine nature.
Though some see the tale of the Great
Pond mudpuppies as a Colby science project turned science fiction, others maintain
that, despite its scary countenance, this is
one puppy with neither bark nor bite.
What’s microscopic and rides on a mudpuppy?
What invasive species is directly beneath us?
Go to www.colby.edu/colby.mag/issues/fall03/
mudpup.html and find out.
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PLAYERS
By Robert Gillespie Photo By Fred Field

For Paul L. Coffey and Joshua Scharback, theater means good company

Brutus and Cassius, the two Romans on the balcony plotting the
assassination of Caesar, an hour ago were the amiable fellows Paul L.
Coffey ’98 and Joshua Scharback ’98. On the Theater at Monmouth
stage, Brutus resembles the young Dustin Hoffman. Brutus and
Cassius both project well-versed, sure-footed mettle.
Even though it’s the next to last performance of Shakespeare’s
Julius Caesar in Monmouth’s repertory season and everybody is
well past opening-night jitters, both actors took the stage an hour
early to rehearse the assassination with their fellow conspirators,
making sure they’d got it in hand. Scharback, the company’s fight
choreographer, spent 2000-2001 learning the craft in a workshop
at The London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art and knows
someone can easily get poked in the eye. Twice in slow motion the
conspirators polished off the tyrant.
When the bloody, dark play ends two hours later on a sunny, 80degree August afternoon in Maine, you’d think the actors, like divers
coming up from the depths, might need readjustment to real life,
but—their real life being the theater—Coffey and Scharback are on
stage changing the set for the evening performance, The Philadelphia
Story. They act major roles in that play, too.
Coffey, back in shorts and T-shirt, seems remarkably cool for a
guy who just murdered Julius Caesar. He’s checked his e-mail and
wonders where to take his visiting parents to dinner. Next up may
be “a little power nap or more errands. Get something to eat.” The
call for the 8 o’clock performance of The Philadelphia Story is 7:30,
and when the actors come back it’s similar to the afternoon routine:
running through lines, stretching like athletes before their event.
“They’re extremely long days here,” says Scharback.
“Day and night,” Coffey says. A three-day break is the longest
time he’s had off this summer.
“You’re always on a bit of a high,” Scharback says, explaining how
he stays juiced up over the two-month season, though he admits
it’s sometimes tough mustering energy in crowd scenes for AARP
audiences on summer afternoons.
“That’s why a repertory theater is good,” says Coffey. “You never
get old at one show. You switch genres. In college you have a few
weeks to rehearse one show, but we rehearse them all at the same
time. There’s a theater saying: ‘You don’t know what play you’re in
until you see what costume you’re in.’”
“We get to play so many different roles,” says Scharback, who’s also
performed in other theaters in Maine, in Virginia, New Hampshire
and Seattle and on Off-Off Broadway. After six summers at
Monmouth he feels comfortable with the space, the style, the actors.

Last year he directed Monmouth’s The Adventures of Robin Hood.
“I like variety,” Scharback says. “Sally [Wood, the theater’s artistic
director] is conscious of that in the casting. We switch to keep things
interesting for the actors. You learn by playing opposite different
people. You trust each other. That keeps you going.”
All but a couple of Monmouth’s actors perform roles in two or
more plays, and several people rotate through jobs in the scene
shop or costume shop. Coffey, completing his second season at
Monmouth, is the theater’s music director—and “an incredible
musician,” says Sally Wood.
Coffey planned to major in English and minor in music at
Colby but pretty much fell into theater, dropping orchestra when
it conflicted with Mother Courage rehearsals. “It’s where I was
putting in my energy,” he says. Coffey’s credits include regional
performances with the Peterborough Players, the BoarsHead
Theater, Plowshares Theatre, Lost Nation Theater and several roles
in New York.
Their junior year on Colby’s theater program in London, the two
actors lived together while taking voice and movement classes. They
had a contest to see how many nights in a row they could see plays:
16, they agree, “before we crashed.” They took in 60 plays in all.
Scharback, though a performer in high school, jokes that he was
a government, then philosophy, then Spanish major at Colby before
finding his way to performing arts. He was on the soccer team but
passed it up “to do some time with theater.”
“I loved it. You get lighting instruction, all kinds of things,” he
says, including scene design and directing. “It’s really helpful to
know what goes into it.”
Says Monmouth’s producing director David Greenham:
“They’ve done lots of technical stuff, as opposed to only acting.
They know theater.”
Honed by their summer work, both actors are headed off to
M.F.A. programs, Scharback recruited by the internationally based
Clarence Brown Theater at the University of Tennessee and Coffey
to the Brown University/Trinity Rep Consortium, where Coffey
expects to broaden his acting with playwriting and directing.
Scharback, while studying with working professional actors,
anticipates meeting directors and designers of visiting shows and
acting in the program’s plays when they tour abroad.
Film, TV, commercials, voiceovers for animations—none of it
appeals when actors live and breathe the live stage.
“No matter what vocation you choose, you must have passion,”
Greenham says. “They have it.”

Joshua Scharback, left, and Paul L. Coffey in the Theater at Monmouth production of Julius Ceasar.
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Murder of Dawn Rossignol ’04 Stuns Colby, Region
As campus grieves, Utah parolee charged in “an act of random violence”
The abduction and murder of Dawn
Rossignol ’04 in September devastated the
Colby community.
Rossignol, 21, a biology major from
Medway, Maine, was abducted after
leaving her room in Anthony-MitchellSchupf on the morning of Tuesday, Sept.
16, police said. Her body was found the
next day in a stream in a wooded area off
Rice Rips Road in Oakland, about a mile
from campus. An intensive investigation
culminated in the arrest six days later of
a parolee from Utah, Edward J. Hackett,
47. He was charged with kidnapping and
murder in what police said was “an act
of random violence.” Hackett had no
connection to Colby, police said.
The tragedy began to unfold with a
report that Rossignol had failed to keep a Dawn Rossignol ’04
9 a.m. doctor’s appointment in Bangor that
Tuesday after leaving her room at 7:20. A search began with police
tracing the route from campus to Bangor. It ended at about 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday, when Rossignol’s Mercury Sable was spotted parked off
the road in Oakland. Her body was found about 300 yards away. The
next day authorities reported that her death was a homicide.
Reaction at Colby was one of shock and fear as the news spread
through a campus perceived as a sanctuary from crime and violence.
“There is a sense of astonishment and disbelief that this could happen
here,” President William D. Adams told The Boston Globe.
Shock turned to anguish as the campus grieved for Rossignol, a
pre-med Dean’s List student who was a member of the Colby Christian
Fellowship and reader last year at the Festival of Carols and Lights
in Lorimer Chapel. More than 700 students attended an emotional
campus gathering in the chapel Wednesday evening, just hours after
Rossignol’s body was found. And even as they grieved, students were
hyper-aware that a murderer still was at large.
“A lot of girls, even seniors who I’ve always thought of as being really
self-sufficient, have asked me or other people to walk them home,” said
Tim Smith ’04, head resident in Foss Hall. “It’s a powerful wake-up
call for all of us.”
Campus security was beefed up with a mobile State Police command
post parked in the Hillside parking lot and added Colby officers and
Waterville police patrolling the campus in cars and on foot.
Adams, senior administrators and others met up to three times each
day to discuss the crisis and the College’s response. Adams sent several
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e-mail messages a day to all students, faculty
and staff updating them on the case. Parents
and alumni also received information from
the president. Colby Security handed out
whistles to students and issued e-mail
advisories urging students to use the buddy
system when walking or jogging on campus
and to report suspicious activity. Security
provided more than 500 escorts on the
weekend of Sept. 20, up from fewer than a
half dozen on a typical weekend.
“When we go to the library, we go
with friends, which we wouldn’t have even
considered thinking about a few weeks ago,”
said Emma Carlson ’07.
The campus community remained
anxious as the police investigation proceeded
all out. The area where Rossignol’s body was
found was searched by a massive contingent
of police, game wardens, sheriff’s deputies
and police cadets. Students, staff and faculty were interviewed by
detectives searching for clues that might lead them to Rossignol’s
killer. But, in the end, it was information from corrections officials
that led investigators to Hackett, police said.
According to State Police Lt. Timothy Doyle, investigators checked
to see if anyone in central Maine had a history of crimes like this
one. Corrections reported that Hackett was living with his parents in
Vassalboro. He was paroled from a Utah prison in March after serving
a sentence for kidnapping and robbery.
Hackett was arrested in Vassalboro for a parole violation, then charged
with kidnapping and murder in Rossignol’s death. Further details were
not divulged. The arrest was announced at a police press conference
September 23 outside the trophy room in the Harold Alfond Athletic
Center, as students, staff and faculty joined the assembled media.
While there was a measure of relief, there also was the sense that
Colby had changed. Even as the College started to return to normal, it
was clear that “normal won’t be the same as it was before this tragedy,”
as Director of Communications Stephen Collins ’74 told a reporter
from the Bangor ABC television affiliate.
“What came rushing in there [after police named the alleged
perpetrator] was another level of realization of what this loss is all
about,” Collins said days later, still visibly shaken. “Regardless of
whether they caught the guy or they made Colby and Waterville safer
again, I know that for some of the people involved, the time to cry
came then.” —Gerry Boyle ’78, with Abigail Wheeler ’04

photos, left and upper right, courtesy of Christine Jones ’04: photo, right, by brian speer

Intelligent, Curious, Conscientious—She Made a Difference
By all accounts, Dawn Rossignol was
the girl most families wish they had living
next door.
She grew up in Medway, Maine,
population about 300 fewer than
Colby’s student body. She was a bright,
motivated young woman remembered as
consummately conscientious and utterly
dependable. A babysitter for neighborhood
families, she was as popular with the kids
as with their parents. She played clarinet in
the Schenck High School band, was a lector
at St. Peter Catholic Church and visited
nursing home residents with the church
youth group.
Her intelligence and academic ambition
propelled her into the National Honor
Society, and she graduated first in Schenck’s
Class of 2000. A prestigious George
Mitchell Scholarship helped make it possible
for her to attend Colby. “We look for people
who would make a difference,” Colleen
Quint, executive director of the Mitchell
Institute, told the Katahdin Times. “Dawn
really captured that.”

Colby also designated her an L.L. Bean
scholar in her first year.
Moving from a northern Maine mill town
to a campus community that takes pride in
its international reach and high academic
standards didn’t faze Dawn. She continued
to excel in the classroom, earning Dean’s
List honors almost every semester. In the
winters she would take her Colby friends
to East Millinocket to watch her brother,
Michael (now a first-year student at the
University of New England in Biddeford)
play basketball for Schenck, a family friend
told the Maine Sunday Telegram.
Her academic advisor, Associate
Professor of Biology Russell Johnson,
described her as “the type of student we like
to get; the type of student professors love to
teach.” Dawn was bright, curious and very
motivated, he said.
As a biology major she tackled the hard
science courses, but she also embraced the
liberal arts ideal of a broad foundation,
taking courses in classics, New England
history and film appreciation, among others.

Father Philip Tracy shares thoughts with students in front of the library during a candlelight vigil
held on September 22 in memory of Dawn Rossignol ’04.

Dawn Rossignol ’04, center, with Christine
Jones ’04, left, and Laura Olenick ’04.

“She was quiet, but she wasn’t shy,” Clare
Boothe Luce Assistant Professor of Biology
Catherine Bevier said softly, walking down
the hill from Lorimer Chapel the night that
news of Dawn’s death spread through the
campus. Bevier remembers Dawn as a quiet
but confident presence—a capable and fun
student to have in class.
Students and professors say Dawn took
her studies very seriously, but they also
remember her sense of humor and sense of
adventure. While studying in Australia last
year she tried skydiving.
Dawn had applied to graduate school
to study pharmacology; when she was
killed she was waiting to hear if she would
be accepted.
The daughter of Emilio Rossignol, a
former paper mill-worker who is now a
contractor in the Millinocket area, and
Charleen Rossignol, secretary of St. Peter
Catholic Church, Dawn was the first person
in her family to attend college. After her
death the Rossignols asked that gifts in
her memory be directed to Colby for a
memorial scholarship. Scholarship money
enabled Dawn to attend Colby, where she
was very happy, the Rossignols told Dean of
Students Janice Kassman, and they thought
it fitting that a scholarship in her memory
to benefit Maine students might extend
that same opportunity to others.
—Stephen Collins ’74
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From the Hill on campus

Where the
College and Public
Meet
Goldfarb Center programs get underway as College
raises profile of public affairs, civic engagement

A

s Colby dug into the strategic planning
process that occupied the first two years
of President William Adams’s administration,
officials clearly saw the College’s distinctive
strengths in a broad academic region that,
initially at least, got called “public policy.”
It was one thing for Colby government,
economics and international studies professors, among others, to take important roles
in government and non-governmental affairs
in Washington and around the world. It was
another that they involved Colby students as
research assistants and co-authors in their realworld work. As planners catalogued Colby’s
organic strengths and looked for opportunities that might expand both those advantages
and their reach, early notions about ways to
coordinate and capitalize on them began to
come into focus.
Sandy Maisel, the William R. Kenan Jr.
Professor of Government, as well as other
professors, trustees and committee members, recognized that the College did a lot of
related things very well but lacked a means of
achieving synergy among a range of excellent
programs in social sciences and interdisciplinary studies. “We didn’t have any coordinating
mechanism to get out the stuff we’ve been
doing in these areas to the broader world,”
Maisel said.
Now Colby will have that mechanism—and
much more.
The Goldfarb Center for Public Affairs
and Civic Engagement emerged this semester
and already is sponsoring events. Its mission
is to link teaching and research at Colby with
contemporary political, economic and social
issues. As its programs expand, the center will
move to a permanent home in the new social
sciences and interdisciplinary studies building
scheduled for construction in 2006.
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The center is named for William H. Goldfarb ’68, who made the Goldfarb Center’s
facilities possible within the context of the
proposed academic building, which received a
naming grant from Jennifer and Bob Diamond
Jr. ’73 this summer.
As the vision for a center grew, it encompassed many departments in the Social Sciences and Interdisciplinary Studies divisions
as well as the College’s increased emphasis
on civic engagement—volunteer programs
and service-learning in classes among them.
“[President] Bro [Adams] has a desire that all
of us involve more students in the life of the
community—Waterville, Maine, Washington
and internationally,” said Maisel, who is the
Goldfarb Center’s founding director. “Involvement in public affairs is a high calling which we
should encourage our students to undertake.”
Goldfarb said the center is designed to
provide ways to engage Colby’s renowned
faculty and their students. “Both on a faculty
and student basis . . . this is something that has
the potential to be very special,” he said. “This
is going to create some tangible evidence of
the excellence that already exists.”
Some programs planned by the center
include mealtime seminar programs, faculty-led
conferences, faculty research grants to involve
students and a visiting fellows program.
Student internship opportunities will be
expanded, Maisel said, by tapping alumni
in public and civic careers who already have
pledged their cooperation. “I’ve had a lot of
very enthusiastic response from alums who
are ten to fifteen years out, who say, ‘This is
a wonderful thing. . . . I’d be glad to help out
in any way I can.’”
Another use of the center will be as a
survey/research facility, with data gathering and analysis done by Colby students for

regional and national organizations. “You need
a survey of eating disorders in high schools?
We’ll do it for you,” Maisel said by way of
example. “In exchange for which, we want our
students placed in your program as interns.”
Maisel warned that it would be easy to allow
the center to become just an economics and
government program but said he will consider
the program to have failed if that happens.
In its inaugural season the Goldfarb Center
currently involves sociology, anthropology,
education, environmental studies and international studies, and organizers can foresee
other departments and programs getting
involved in various ways. “Involving students
in public affairs is a very natural extension of
what [faculty] do,” Maisel said.
Plans for the new social sciences and interdisciplinary studies building are still on the
drawing board, but they call for the Goldfarb
Center portion alone to provide more than 60
student work stations, a 150-seat auditorium
and a conference room, the latter two set up
for teleconferencing.
Even as plans for a facility take shape,
though, the Goldfarb Center’s programs have
begun. In October, panel discussions involving weekly, small daily and national newspaper
journalists were held in conjunction with the
annual Elijah Parish Lovejoy Convocation.
Topics explored included the effect of media
conglomerates on small-town newspapers
and the ways in which those small-town
papers serve as a feeder system for regional
and national newspapers.
There are plans for the center to sponsor
Colby’s participation in a program called “A
Thousand Debates,” organized by the United
Nations Foundation to raise campus and community awareness of the debate over U.S.
national security strategies. —Gerry Boyle ’78

photos by: Fred field, upper right; greg helgeson, right

Women Scientists Press for Parity
If a man takes time off from
work to be with his kids, he’s
considered to be a great dad,
says Robert Drago, professor of
women’s studies at Pennsylvania
State University. Women who do
the same are told that they are not
serious about their careers. “I mean
why would you be up at 3 a.m.
breast-feeding when you could be
sitting there doing research on your
laptop?” a deadpan Drago asked an
audience at Colby in July.
The group laughed knowingly. After all, this group came
to Colby from all over the country for the 2002 Workshop on
Gender Issues in the Sciences,
organized by Colby’s Forum for
Women in Science, in its 10th
year now.
This year’s event attracted
Maine scientists, Kentucky professors, Florida psychologists and
others, all of whom learned more
about the challenges faced by
women in science-based fields.
Issues raised at the conference
included the conflict between the
biological clock and the tenure
clock. Women in science often
delay having children until they’re
granted tenure, and by that time
it may be too late.
Whether to have a child isn’t
necessarily the first decision
women in the sciences have to

make, though. Often, they first
have to choose which is more
important—a spouse or a job.
Statistics show that 90 percent
of female physicists are married
to male scientists. Thus, when
an organization only has one
opening, the spouse, who is often
in the same field, is left at sea. A
potential solution: “Some liberal
arts colleges have hired staff to
network with the community and
within the state to see if there are
job possibilities for the partner,”
said Bets Brown, a Colby biology
research scientist.
Alternatively, the couple
could share a faculty position.
In recent years, Colby has had
three faculty couples share joint
appointments.
Women science professors who
manage to secure a position must
still overcome several obstacles.
Perhaps the most controversial
of these is student evaluations
and how they are affected by the
gender of the professor.
Susan Basow, Charles A. Dana
Professor of Psychology at Lafayette College, has been researching
this topic for 20 years. Her conclusion, presented at the Colby conference: in the natural sciences,
male professors of similar ability
are rated higher than women by
students. “Women have to dem-

Clare Booth Luce Assistant Professor of Biology Catherine Bevier, shown
teaching, was a member of the gender-issue workshop planning committee.

onstrate not only typical professorial behavior,” Basow said, “but
also have to be nurturing and
caring. . . . However, when they
are too feminine, they’re discredited as not being knowledgeable
authority figures, but when too
professional, they are not considered feminine enough.”
Catherine Didion, director
of the Association for Women
in Science (AWIS), recommends
peer mentoring by older women
faculty members within a department. Didion has spent several
years with United Nations
organizations and with AWIS
researching the issues discussed
at the conference. Her aim is to
create a working environment

for women where they can have a
“whole life,” with no sacrifice of
the professional or the personal.
According to the Association
for Women in Science, only 19.5
percent of science and engineering
faculties at four-year colleges and
universities are women. The numbers are increasing (32.9 percent
for assistant professors) but some
say there is a way to go.
“When I first came here [in
1991], there were only two other
women in the sciences,” said
Julie Millard, associate professor
of chemistry at Colby. “We were
twenty-five years behind our
time.” Currently 11 members
of the Colby science faculty are
women. —Neha Sud ’05

Ammons to Head College Relations
Richard A. Ammons of Minneapolis,
Minn., has been named vice president for
college relations and will assume direction of Colby’s development, alumni
relations and communications offices
November 1. He brings more than 20
years of experience in advancement
work at colleges and universities, most
recently as vice president for college
advancement at Macalester College in
St. Paul, Minn., where he served from
1995 through 2003.
A graduate of Amherst College,
Richard Ammons
Ammons earned an M.B.A. at Stanford
University and a certificate from the Institute for Educational Management, Graduate School of Education at Harvard University. Prior

to working for Macalester he was vice president for development at
Morehouse College, and he worked in development at The Johns
Hopkins University and Amherst before that.
President William D. Adams called Ammons “a seasoned professional
with a long record of success in higher education advancement, including impressive results directing very successful capital campaigns.
“He knows the workings and the needs of institutions like Colby,
and he has the leadership skills to help the College achieve some very
ambitious goals in the coming years,” Adams said.
Ammons said he is committed to liberal arts colleges. “They offer
a special type of educational experience unavailable elsewhere, and
Colby seems to share particular values that I hold dear,” he said.
Ammons will replace Randy Helm, who left to be president of
Muhlenberg College. Ammons said he and his wife, Noel James, an
artist and arts administrator, are eager to move to the Waterville area. His
daughter Moriah, 10, will live part of the year in Maine with them.
COLBY
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Q&A

Cindy Parker on students, jobs and making connections
Director of Career Services
Cindy Parker has been helping
Colby students blaze trails
towards successful careers since
1991. Her own experience of
liberal arts education began
at Carleton College, and she
holds an M.B.A. from Indiana
University. In September Colby caught up with Cindy to talk about
resources available through Career Services.

Use alumni to network, both for informational interviewing
and then to help find an internship and then to help find a job.
Networking is probably the biggest piece of advice. You cannot be
shy. We’re here to give a lot of help in that.
So Colby students shouldn’t feel like they’re imposing on someone?

Are you busy yet in Career Services or does it take a while for
things to get rolling?

Not at all. When we do surveys of alumni to ask about ways that
they want to help students, one of the biggest things they tell us
is, “Tell students to call us. We want to help tell them what it’s like
to work in this field or about ways to find an internship or a job.”
They’re very helpful.

On the day before classes started, our appointments were already
full. We had students in talking to four counselors most of the day.

What about grad school?

So what do you do for all those people?

We have an online alumni directory that is accessible not only to
alums but to all the students on campus. A student can go in and
search by career field, by the name of an employer or by location.
They might want to try to find an internship or just do some
networking with people over the summer. We also have a very
popular job-shadow day over fall break. This provides a way for a
student to go and spend a few hours with someone working in a
field that they think might appeal to them. An inside view can be
very helpful.
Everybody talks about internships now. Is that a relatively
recent trend?

I would say it’s certainly been around for many years. But in the
last five or six years it’s become an accepted part of the college
experience. Employers tell us that it’s often the defining difference
in making a hiring choice.
If a student hasn’t had an internship yet, should that student—or
that student’s parents—panic?
photos by brian speer

If you had to give one piece of advice to students and parents,
what would it be?

No. Panic isn’t going to help anybody. But I think what you
really want to do is some serious planning. Look at where the
opportunities are over the next four years to do an internship.
The first of those opportunities might be the summer. The second
opportunity and probably the biggest, most important one is
January. Upperclassmen are not required to be on campus [during
Jan Plan]. Also, something that many students don’t think about
is that doing an internship the summer after graduation is also
perfectly acceptable. Internships are not limited to students that
are still enrolled.
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About 80 percent of Colby alumni will end up doing grad work.
But only about 15 percent end up doing it the year immediately
after graduation. This is very typical. Grad programs really like
students to be sure that this is the program they want to enter, and
increasingly they like students to have some experience in that field
before they come to grad school. One way we can help is making
sure that students understand that and, if they aren’t ready to
go immediately to grad school, to figure out what would be the
best thing to do in that year or two that would strengthen
their application.
Do you ever feel, doing this, that there’s some kind of overlap
between parenting and this job?

Absolutely. Having my own children go through college, there
is no question that when I sit with a student in my role as career
counselor there’s a little bit of parenting going on there. I can’t
help but think how I would feel if this was my son or daughter,
but at the same time I need to take myself out of the subjective,
more emotional role and bring some objectivity and a little bit
of the taskmaster. I’m sort of balancing on the fence between
understanding how they feel and how I would feel with my own
daughter. [I want to say] “I know this is hard, but here’s the benefit
and here’s why you really need to do it.”
So if you want a job, this is the way to go?

I’ve never had a student come back and say, “That was bad advice. I
wish I hadn’t done that.” They come back and say, “Tell them to talk
to alums. Tell them to talk to people. Tell them to do internships.”

From the Hill students

The Growth
of the

Gap

More students deciding to defer enrollment to gain experience

photo by brian speer; illustration by leo pando

A

few days after first-year students
arrived at Colby this fall, the phone
rang at the Poulos home in Rockport,
Maine. Was Ben there? “No,” his 8-yearold sister replied.
Her older brother, a recent high
school graduate who had been accepted
to Colby, was not available for one very
good reason: “Ben’s in Ukraine,” she
announced.
Poulos had been living in Ukraine for
about a week. He called home the day he
arrived and said he had already enjoyed
a lunch of borscht.
Poulos is one of 14 students who
deferred enrollment from Colby’s Class
of 2007. That’s a record number for the
College, which had just one student
defer in 1997. Seven students deferred
enrollment in 1998, and 31 students
have put off entering Colby in the last
three years.
Dean of Admissions Parker Beverage
said Colby has not changed any policies
regarding deferrals. In fact, he said, the
school has never discouraged students from
writing proposals for so-called gap years, and
most deferral requests are granted.
The gap year concept isn’t entirely new.
Students in Europe have been taking gap
years for many years (England’s Prince Harry
is on his right now, working on a ranch in
Australia before attending Sandhurst Military
Academy.) Recently, however, more U.S.
students applying to the nation’s top schools
have asked for a year off than ever before.
Many of the country’s top schools are not
just becoming amenable to the idea, they’re
recommending it. Harvard University
encourages its students to take a year off
to travel, work or “spend time in another
meaningful way,” according to their admissions
Web site.
At Colby, Beverage equates deferrals with
college grads doing a stint in the Peace Corps,
something Colby graduates do in impressive
numbers. Perhaps more important, Beverage

said, parents are coming around to the notion
that a gap year might not be such a bad idea.
From world travel to woodworking, focused
study to volunteering, students at Colby are
coming up with more ways to spend a gap year.
One student is even deferring for two years
to serve in the Israeli army. “I haven’t seen
anyone roll their eyes at me when I tell them
I’m taking a year off,” said Ryan Rodel ’08, of
Pownal, Maine, who opted to learn the family
business of building handcrafted furniture.
His high school guidance counselors
embraced the idea, and when he pitched his
plan to his parents, they supported him. “I want
to learn this craft,” Rodel said. “It’s nice to have
a skill that’s really applicable in the world. And
there’s a lot of bad furniture in the world.”
He and his parents began the college search
with the idea that he would join the class of
2008 instead of the class of 2007. “It’s one of
the questions we asked at every school we
looked at,” said Ryan’s father, Kevin Rodel.

Colby has a reputation for being flexible
when it comes to deferrals, said Robert
Gilpin, who runs Time Out Associates, a
Massachusetts-based company that matches
students with programs to fill their gap years.
That’s because the College puts a premium
on independent study during Jan Plan,
embraces study abroad programs and each
year sends a group of first-year students to
study overseas before enrolling, he said.
Ashley Thrasher, of Vershire, Vt.,
took this year off to hike the Appalachian
Trail. “I wanted to go with her,” her
father, Garret, said. She made it about
530 miles, her father said, before her
hiking partner quit on her. Now she’s
learning the family business and getting
her fingernails dirty at the same time. A
likely science major, she’s working as an
excavator, helping prepare foundations
for new homes.
Garret Thrasher worried briefly that,
after a year off, Ashley might not go to
college. But he’s comfortable with the
decision now.
Both Beverage and Gilpin say they’ve seen
nothing to suggest that a year away from
school encourages students not to go back.
Gilpin said his business is up 100 percent in
the past five years, as more parents and students
accept the gap-year idea. “This train isn’t an
express. It’s a local,” he said. “People can have
a really hard time understanding that. They
think if you get off, you can’t get on again.”
Arthur Poulos, Ben’s father, had no problem
embracing the notion. Ben would travel with a
group and live with a host family, and Arthur
realized there aren’t many times in life when you
can do that sort of thing. “He’s not just grabbing
a backpack and going across Europe,” he said.
When students study overseas during a
gap year, their experiences help them when
they arrive at Colby. “Not only do they
bring international experience and a greater
understanding of a foreign language, but also
another year of maturity,” Beverage said.
—Matt Apuzzo ’00
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From the Hill faculty

On the

Money

A

t 12:01 a.m. on January 1, 2002, Assistant Professor of Economics
Kashif Mansori wasn’t wearing a party hat or raising a champagne
flute. He was in Paris, putting his debit card into an ATM machine to
see what would come out.
As 2001 gave way to 2002, the European Union introduced the
euro to replace the national currency of the 12 member nations of the
union. As an economist who has followed the development of the EU
as the foremost case study in his emerging field, economic integration,
Mansori wanted hard evidence that the new standard for hard cash was
officially in play.
For Mansori the introduction of the euro provided a unique opportunity to study market forces. Sales of handheld calculators had doubled in
the waning months of 2001, he said, as merchants prepared for a new order
in which they could accept old currency—Belgian francs in Brussels—but
had to give change in euros. He was curious to see if retailers would use
the shift and associated confusion to raise prices. (His finding was that
generally they did not. “The market is working,” he concluded.)
When Mansori began studying economics in the 1980s, as an undergraduate at Wesleyan and later at Princeton, where he earned a Ph.D.,
economists talked about economic trade, not economic integration.
“The extent of economic integration then was all about tariffs being
reduced,” he said.
In the last dozen or so years, economic integration has become part
30 |
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Kash Mansori wants more of us
to understand economic forces

and parcel of the shrinking world/global society phenomenon. “Europe is a great case study, but it’s happening all
over the world,” he said. NAFTA is less ambitious, but its
passage was both a signal and a major boost to economic
integration among the three North American countries.
In the EU it’s what economists call deep integration.
Take your toaster across the border of two EU countries
and you can trust it will work, for example. The idea is
for transactions between two countries to be as simple as
transactions between two states in the U.S.—for people,
goods, services and capital to move around freely.
Interviewed in September, the day after voters in
Sweden rejected adoption of the euro in place of the
kronor, Mansori called the referendum results “baffling
to most economists.”
“It [the euro] is so much less popular than we think it
should be,” he said
Mansori’s recent research, which built on data collected for a senior thesis by Grete Rød ’03, examined
prospects for expansion of the EU as Eastern European
countries are slated to join the union next May. By looking
at exchange rates economists can get a good idea about
how ready the financial markets of the new countries are
to join the union, he said.
Rød’s research provided a lot of information about the prospects for
Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic making a smooth transition
into the EU (which looked promising, he said), and Mansori was scheduled to present a paper on the outlook to the Applied Econometrics
Association at a meeting in Spain in November.
Just to recap: Mansori, the son of a Pakistani and a Dane, teamed
up with Rød, a Norwegian and a United World College alumna, on
research about Poland, Hungary and the Czech Republic, with the
results to be presented in Spain. With that as background, it’s interesting to hear Mansori talk about his sense of obligation to educating
the local community—meaning greater Waterville and the people of
Maine—about economics and to read op-ed commentaries he has
published in Maine’s daily newspapers.
In the last year he has contributed articles about the prospects for
social security and the President’s economic plan. In May, he published
a piece titled “The Problem With Deficits” in the Bangor Daily News
and the Waterville Morning Sentinel.
Mansori says he writes for newspapers and talks to reporters when asked
because he worries about the lack of popular understanding of economic
forces at work in the world. “We don’t do it very much,” he said.
On the value of adopting a common currency in Europe, for example,
he said economists can have mathematical proof of the advantages, but

Eight New Faculty on Tenure Track

photo by fred field

Colby welcomed eight new tenure-track
faculty members at the beginning of the
2003-2004 school year.
Assistant Professor of Government and
Environmental Studies Liliana BotchevaAndonova received her Ph.D. from Harvard in
2001 and has been an adjunct professor in the
department of political science at Columbia
University and a post-doctoral scholar at the
Columbia Earth Institute. She has published
widely on environmental management and
legislation and has a forthcoming book
from MIT Press, Transnational Politics of the
Environment: EU Integration and Environmental
Policy in Eastern Europe.
Philip H. Brown, assistant professor of
economics, earned his Ph.D. in economics
from the University of Michigan in 2003. He
served as a team leader and financial manager
in a Tanzanian refugee camp in 1994, and
he teaches development economics, labor
economics, demography, Chinese economy
and the economics of education. He has
made presentations on rural China at several
seminars and conferences.
Instructor in English Tracy H. Carrick

received an M.A. in English with a
concentration in composition from San
Francisco State University in 1997. She has
been a writing instructor at Ithaca College
and Syracuse University, taught in adult
education and literacy enrichment programs,
made numerous presentations at conferences
on basic writing and is preparing a book on
composition and rhetoric.
Assistant Professor of English Daniel
Contreras researches issues of longing,
unrequited love and utopian aspiration in
Latino and American literature, film, art and
popular culture. Trained in Latina/o and queer
studies, he received his Ph.D. from Stanford
in 2002.
With a background in engineering physics,
mathematics and computer science and an
interest in longitudinal and multivariate data
analysis, Instructor in Mathematics Liam
O’Brien has taught statistics and basic statistical
programming involving study design, data
collection and data analysis. He also is interested
in statistical issues in the field of psychiatry.
Instructor in History Jason M. Opal
has been a teaching assistant at Brandeis

those advantages aren’t widely understood: “It’s not intuitively obvious.”
And without efforts to educate people about those advantages, economists are likely to be baffled by more votes like the one in Sweden.
Talking about the breakdown of World Trade Organization talks in
Mexico in September he said, “I think international trade is one of the
areas where we’ve done the worst” at explaining economic principles
to mass audiences.
“We can do the math, we can make the forecasts, and we can say
‘one hundred and forty-four million people are going to stay in poverty
who may have been lifted out of poverty [by a free trade policy],’ but
that doesn’t matter.”
So at the same time he’s burnishing his presentation for an international meeting of econometricians, Mansori turns his macroeconomic
lens on issues that he feels Maine residents need to understand better
and explains them in simple, nonacademic language. A column in the
Sentinel in October focused on what he calls the “birth tax.”
When President Bush and the Congress repealed taxes on multimillionaire inheritance gifts, it was spuriously labeled the “death tax,”
Mansori said. Now, he maintains, the combination of tax cuts and
deficit spending enacted over the last two years amounts to a “birth
tax.” His calculations project that every man, woman, child—even each
newborn baby—will owe the government $9,000 more come 2008
than they would have were it not for the recent tax cuts and spending
choices. That figure could hit $20,000 per capita in 2013.
Mansori feels strongly that the “birth tax” is something Maine
people should care about. He and his wife, Assistant Professor of Spanish Meriwynn Grothe Mansori, do. It’s a debt that their daughter, Mira
Catherine, who was born in January, will have to pay off, he says.
—Stephen Collins ’74

University, where he is completing his
Ph.D. in American history. His fields include
cultural and intellectual history, the age of the
American Revolution, the social and cultural
history of capitalism in the 17th to 19th
centuries, family relations and education in
early America.
Assistant Professor of English Jennifer
Thorn comes to the College from Duke
University, where she was an assistant professor
of English. She has taught the 18th-century
British novel, 18th-century British women
writers and colonialism, and 18th- and 19thcentury British women writers and place. Since
receiving her Ph.D. from Columbia in 1994 she
has presented numerous conference papers.
Assistant Professor of Sociology Jonathan
M. White earned a Ph.D. in sociology from
Boston College in 2002. After a year at
Bowdoin College, he returns to Colby, where
he taught from 2000 to 2002. His interests
include principles of sociology, classical
sociological theory, contemporary sociological
theory and genocide and political violence. He
has published widely in the areas of hunger,
poverty, race and ethnicity.

Information Man
Clement P. Guthro, Colby’s new director of libraries, arrived
in June from a coed liberal arts college of 1,800 students with
a large international cohort and a cold climate—Macalester
College in St. Paul, Minn. The move to Maine brought him
closer to his childhood home in Nova Scotia, and he said of
trading St. Paul for Waterville, “It’s probably a bit warmer
here.” Clem, as he prefers, his wife, Gayle, and their children,
Erinn, Rachel and Jacob, are all moved in on Burleigh Street
in Waterville. He spent the summer getting the lay of the land
but said a priority will be “making sure students and faculty are
aware of the resources and services that we have to support the
educational process.”
Yeterian Accepts Third Term
Ed Yeterian has accepted a third three-year appointment as
vice president for academic affairs and dean of faculty.
President William D. Adams, after consulting with the
division chairs, the Board of Trustees and senior administrative
colleagues, asked Yeterian to stay on. The new appointment
begins in the fall of 2004.
“In light of the many important academic initiatives now
underway, including several building and programmatic
initiatives, I am particularly grateful to Ed for agreeing to serve
the College in this way,” Adams said. “I am very pleased to say
that he has accepted this offer.”
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From the Hill media

Harlem Art
T

he morning before Laura Iorio ’95’s first
art show as a gallery owner, six of her tobe-featured drawings were stolen. This was no
small matter—they were part of Iorio’s series
of drawings called “Perfect 10,” so it wasn’t
as if she could just hang the four remaining.
Her artwork had been delivered by the framer
to the stoop of her gallery space in Harlem,
but according to bystanders, a “gentleman
with a pram” (read “junk collector”) got
there before she did. With the fervor of a
whodunit heroine, Iorio sprinted down the
street before stopping short at the sight of . .
. a man carrying two of the drawings. “Those
are mine!” she cried. “No they’re not—I just
bought them!” he replied. “But I made them!”
she said. Touché! Twenty dollars later the art
once again belonged to the artist. The rest of
the drawings, alas, were last seen somewhere
around Central Park.
Like fellow Colby alum Wylie Dufresne
’92, a chef who is responsible for turning a
formerly drab street on the Lower East Side
into a diner’s destination, Iorio is among the
vanguard of people—“North Stars,” Time
Out dubbed them in a recent issue—infusing
her section of Harlem with new vibrance. “I
really think art is important, and people being
involved in art is important,” Iorio said. “By
being in Harlem I can fill a real need, rather
than being just another gallery in Chelsea.
It’s a challenge. But every day is a new experience.” Besides, she loves how friendly and
green the neighborhood is. On this particular
spring afternoon, the door wide open to the
breeze, a gaggle of neighborhood schoolgirls
saunter in, pepper Iorio with questions and
leave with promises to return. Cadbury, her
big, furry dog, snoozes nearby on the floor.
With savings and help from her parents,
Iorio opened Storefront 1838—one of only
a handful of galleries in the area—last October, under the auspices of a small collabora-
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When New Yorker Laura Iorio
was looking for gallery space,
she turned north

tive of artists called
“Valaura Tea-But
ton” (“Valaura is my
business persona.
I’m her, but I’m
also myself,” she
explains). Together
they turned what
had been a vacant
beauty parlor into
an art space committed to fusing “art,
music, community
and organization to
create an atmosphere
that is interesting,
challenging, comfortable and real.”
To this end, Iorio
recently applied for
and received a New
York Foundation Laura Iorio ’95 in her Harlem gallery.
for the Arts grant
devoted to bringing Harlem artists together. response to the massive water leaks that were
The result will be the spring 2005 “Harlem threatening to destroy the gallery along with
Open Exhibition,” an exhibit open to any any framed artwork.
artist living or working in Harlem. “We hope
Iorio is a painter herself, which is half of
it will be good for community building and the reason she established the gallery. After
for getting people involved who might feel a receiving her M.F.A. from Boston University
bit put off by all the activity that’s going on,” last spring, she moved to New York to begin
she said.
in earnest her life as an artist. These days,
Valaura Tea-Button has played host to she’s making large, almost white paintings
four shows at Storefront 1838, each attracting with oil and spray paints and stencils, which
crowds of at least 200 to their openings. The she describes as resembling nets or screens.
first show, “Carefully Drawn,” presented works “I’ve been thinking a lot about Japanese
by emerging artists who had helped develop gardens and the principles of different Yoga
the space; “Girls, Girls, Girls” showcased art and Zen practices, and how to relate some of
by “seven tough and beautiful women”; “Red- this to the ideas in traditional Chinese and
White-Black-Yellow” addressed questions of Japanese art,” she said. “Running this space
color. The final show in this space, “Living is great. I really enjoy having friends enjoy
Room,” was subtitled “Issues of Taste and the the space and bringing in other artists. But
Politics of Decoration” and featured instal- developing my own self as an artist is the most
lations and murals exclusively—a resourceful important thing.”

The other half of Iorio’s impetus is grounded in what she considers her social service roots. At Colby she majored in government and
minored in women’s studies. After graduation and before going to art
school she worked as a private-school fund raiser, as an arts and crafts
teacher for City Year in Boston and then as an intern in the Public
Defender’s office in Washington, D.C. Now she’s finally pulling art
and social service together.
Due to Storefront 1838’s water damage problems, Iorio will move
to a new art space on Harlem’s historic Striver’s Row next spring.
Called GO2, the new gallery, like the old one, will stress community
involvement and nurture emergent talent. Visitors, she said, are warmly
encouraged to stop by anytime.— Kate Bolick ’95

Marin Collection Showcased
The John Marin Collection at the Colby College Museum of Art showcases the 61 Marin drawings, paintings, watercolors, etchings and
photographs in the museum’s collection. The works in this beautifully
produced 167-page hardcover volume range in time from the 1888
watercolor White Lake, Sullivan County, N.Y., done when Marin was
18, to Huntington, Long Island #2, completed the year before his death
in 1953.
An early modernist painter, Marin is best known for his watercolors
of the urban landscape of New York and the landscape of rural Maine,
where Marin spent almost every summer between 1914 and 1953.
Among his watercolors are two celebrations of Stonington, Maine.
Deer Isle and Blue Sea, Red Sky, Ledges, Cape Split, Maine record his
piercing impressions of the vast vistas and sparkling, restless waters of
the Maine coast.
Before Marin discovered inspiration in Maine, he spent five years in
Europe. Some of his etchings from 1905 to 1910—notably Notre Dame,
Paris and La Madeleine, Paris—are copiously detailed and realistic. A
pair of etchings done a few years later, Grain Elevators, Abstraction and
Street Scene, Abstraction, are spare and mysterious even with the titles
supplied.
The John Marin Collection, published on the 50th anniversary year of
Marin’s death, leads off with a foreword by Hugh Gourley, emeritus
director of the Colby College Museum of Art, and a comprehensive
essay on Marin’s work by Ruth E. Fine of the National Gallery of Art.
Copies of the book are available at the museum gift shop and at the
Colby bookstore.

recent releases
Fallen Angel
Don Snyder ’72
Hallmark Hall of Fame Productions (2003)
Snyder wrote the screenplay for the adaptation of his sentimental
2001 novel about redemption and family, which premieres on CBS
on Sunday, November 23, at 9 p.m. (ET/PT) as a Hallmark Hall of
Fame movie. Gary Sinise stars as Hollywood bigwig lawyer Terry
McQuinn, who returns to his native Maine coast after the death of
his estranged father. Joely Richardson is Katherine Halworth, whose
family had employed Terry’s father as caretaker and handyman on
their summer estate.
Yes & No
Linda Tatelbaum (English)
About Time Press (2004)
Naomi Weiss, a Cornell graduate
student, travels to Paris in 1969 to
unlock the secret behind 12th-century
philosopher Abelard and his lover,
Heloise. Facing daily obstacles as a
woman in the academic world, Naomi
buries herself in ancient manuscripts.
But with two French feminists urging her
on, a strange librarian begging for her
help and a cruel professor trying to hold
her back, Naomi’s inquiries into the past
lead her on a journey of self-discovery.
Brill’s Companion to Alexander the Great
Joseph Roisman, editor (classics)
Brill (2003)
For those interested in the history of Alexander the Great, his conquests and his era, Roisman has edited a collection of essays on
the legendary leader, which includes his own chapter on “Honor in
Alexander’s Campaign.” The volume covers a broad range of subjects,
from the representation of Alexander in ancient literature and art
to the exploitation of his story by ancient philosophers and modern
communities to his relationship with neighboring lands.
Euripides’ Alcestis
C.A.E. Lusching and H.M. Roisman (classics), notes
and commentary
University of Oklahoma Press (2003)
Lusching and Roisman introduce students
of classics to the famous Greek drama with
a more straightforward, but still challenging,
method than many literary commentaries
use. Their commentary provides important
grammatical tools and background mythology,
explains the conventions of Greek theater
and sets up exercises to aid in translation.
This edition, volume 29 in the Oklahoma
Series in Classical Culture, is designed for
intermediate students of Greek.

The John Marin Collection at the Colby College Museum of Art
The Colby College Museum of Art (2003)
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From the Hill alumni

PeaceWork

Elicia Carmichael and friends bridge divide between traditional foes

W

hile the world’s statesmen struggle to
bring peace to stubbornly strife-ridden
parts of the world, Elicia Carmichael ’01 works
to do the same—10 kids at a time.
Only two years after graduating from
Colby, Carmichael is at the helm of Friends
Forever, a nonprofit, NewHampshire-based
organization (www.friendsforeverusa.org)
that brings together teenagers from opposite
sides of conflicts in Northern Ireland and
Jerusalem. Like its larger counterpart, Seeds
of Peace, Friends Forever transports these
young people to New England, far from the
ethnic and religious enmity that has wracked
their homelands.
Catholic and Protestant, Palestinian and
Israeli, approximately 80 young people participating each year stay with volunteer host
families. They come to the U.S. in groups of
10, with two adults from their communities.
The result is what Carmichael calls “the liferaft effect.”
“The kids are in a foreign culture,” she said.
“They don’t understand how to order from a
restaurant or why the roads look like they do,
and they bond when they try to understand
these things together. It makes them gravitate
towards each other as a comfort zone.”
Carmichael knows the feeling. As a Colby
undergraduate she traveled—sometimes
alone—to remote areas of Nepal as part of
her research into the plight of bonded laborers
there. The New Hampshire native was able
to find common ground with the Nepalese
workers, and she’s learned that basic values
bridge cultural boundaries.
That’s the case with Friends Forever, which
plays host to the teenagers and adults for twoweek retreats. The visits are followed by a year
of community service projects, weekend treks
and other activities meant to sustain the bond
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Elicia Carmichael ’01, director of Friends Forever, which works to bridge ethnic and religious
divides between teenagers from Northern Ireland and Jerusalem.

and nurture relationships. Participants work
with the next contingent before the subsequent
group leaves for the U.S. Joining with YMCAs
in Belfast and other Northern Ireland cities and
in Jerusalem, Friends Forever uses reunions and
other activities to sustain and even strengthen
the bonds formed in the U.S. The intent is for
the erstwhile enemies to come to trust and even
become fond of each other and for stereotypes
and misconceptions to fall away.
The bonds don’t weaken, even as increased
tensions mar life in the teenagers’ home countries, Carmichael says.
In fact, heightened conflict often results
in increased participation in programs like
Friends Forever. At Seeds of Peace head-

quarters in New York, Rebecca Hankin said
participation in the Middle East has grown
as the conflict there has worsened. “Our kids
get more excited and dedicated and passionate
about getting more involved in our program,”
Hankin said.
Despite the spreading violence in the
Middle East, Hankin says her organization,
which brings 450 teenagers from conflict areas
to a camp in Maine each summer, has seen
increased applications from the hardest hit
area, including the West Bank territories.
“We haven’t had kids drop out,” Hankin
said. “Our Center for Co-Existence in Jerusalem, where we run programs year round, is
still very active.”

Forever are making their mark,
At Friends Forever, Carmichael
he said: “Not a hundred percent,
says the teenagers sometimes have
but kids all the time will say to
to convince their parents that the
me, ‘That was the greatest thing
program is worth trying. In some
ever happened to me. . . . It was
cases parents have no contact with
something that formed my opinthe other side in their region’s conion for the future.’”
flict but recognize that their chilAt the Belfast (Northern Iredren will have a more promising
land) YMCA Colin Taylor reports
future if they can bridge the gap
successes, but he acknowledges a
between them and their “enemy.”
few disappointments where the
“Most of the kids come here
divides have not been closed,
never having talked to anyone who
despite the best efforts of Friends
was Catholic or Protestant, knowForever and his organization. “It is
ing nothing about the other side or
often a situation where the investknowing only what their parents
ment is made, support and encourhave said,” Carmichael said.
agement given and then it is up to
Many of the participants Elicia Carmichael ’01 works with participants at a Friends Forever
the individual and group what they
are from small cities and towns building project in New Hampshire.
do with it,” Taylor said.
where the influence of a program
Carmichael says she firmly believes the
like Friends Forever over time is significant
“We’re in the center of what is known as ‘nodespite the relatively small numbers of teen- man’s land,’” Lynn said at the YMCA recently. program is bringing about positive change.
A recent 15th anniversary party for Friends
agers served each year. That power does not “It’s neither Protestant nor Catholic.”
go unnoticed, and it is not always welcomed.
The Ballymena YMCA maintains its con- Forever participants in one town in Northern
“The paramilitaries know who [the partner nection to Friends Forever despite being Ireland drew 300 people, the largest Protesorganizations] are,” Carmichael said. “Some located near areas controlled by Protestant or tant-Catholic gathering in the community’s
of them have been threatened for their work Catholic paramilitaries. Lynn said that in spite history. And she points out that she is the
but they keep doing it.”
of community pressures and increasing strife only full-time employee of Friends Forever,
One of those threatened is Jim Lynn, youth in the past couple of years, families and young that it is truly a grassroots organization, relydirector for the Ballymena Central YMCA in people still quietly come to him to ask if they ing on 400 dedicated volunteers. She was one
Ballymena, Northern Ireland, who has worked can take part in the Friends Forever program. of them before taking on the job of director.
“We’re not claiming to make world peace
with Friends Forever since 1991. The Bally“Last year I had as many good kids turned
mena programs draw teenagers from areas that down as kids who went,” Lynn said. “I always but we definitely make a huge impact on
are exclusively Protestant or Catholic, often say, ‘it’s not because you weren’t good enough these kids, and we make a huge impact on
their families as well,” Carmichael said. “And
offering young people their first opportunity but because there are too many.’”
to meet someone on the other side of the
The hundreds of Ballymena-area teen- then it goes out from there. It’s like a ripple in
sectarian rift.
agers traveling to the U.S. with Friends a pond.” —Neha Sud ’05 and Gerry Boyle ’78

photos by fred field

Thief Spoils Gaudet Benefit
For the third year running, some 70 Colby alumni and friends got
together in August for a golf tournament to benefit Matt Gaudet ’95.
Gaudet, an all-NESCAC basketball player at Colby, remains paralyzed due
to injuries received in a diving accident in 2001. This year’s tournament,
held in Plymouth, Mass., raised about $11,000 to help defray Gaudet’s
ongoing medical expenses. The next day most of the money was stolen
in a burglary at the home of one of the organizers, Greg Walsh ’95. The
money has not been recovered.
Since August, organizers have been seeking donations to replace
the tournament proceeds, according to Alex Chin ’96 and T.J. Maines
’95, who said some generous donations have been made. Maines
said Gaudet, who after more than a year of rehabilitation has gone
back to work as a mortgage broker in Minnesota, is embarrassed by
the attention but regrets that all of the time and hard work put into

the tournament was for naught. “Football players show up every year,”
Maines said. “Basketball alums from the sixties and seventies come,
the fifties and sixties, too. Matt touched a lot of people.”

Alfond and Levine Families Recognized
Prior to the October 11th Colby-Amherst football game on Family
Homecoming Weekend, the College dedicated the Ludy and Pacy
Levine Athletic Grounds in honor of the late Waterville brothers, who
were alumni of the College and ardent supporters of Colby athletics.
The centennial celebration of Colby’s C Club also recognized the Alfond
and Levine families as the C Club Family of the Century at a dinner
on October 10. The family-of-the-century honors were to recognize the
unique contributions to Colby athletics by Harold H’80 and Bibby Levine
Alfond ’38 and Bibby’s brothers, Lewis “Ludy” Levine ’21 and Percy
“Pacy” Levine ’27.
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From the Hill sports

Squash Dynasty
S

akhi Khan, head coach of Colby’s
men’s and women’s squash teams,
is no slouch on the court. As a junior
player Khan was ranked number one
in the United States. While at Tufts
he was a four-time All-American,
consistently ranked in the top three
nationally, won the Massachusetts
State Championship three times and
reached the NCAA Championship
finals. After college Khan competed
on the World Professional Tour for
seven years, represented the United
States in the Pan Am Games and
won the World Teaching Professional
Championships twice.
Taken alone, Khan’s success and
lifelong dedication to squash are
impressive accomplishments. But take
a look at Khan’s family tree and they
seem almost routine—for a Khan.
It’s called the Khan Squash Dynasty
by squash enthusiasts, and Sakhi Khan
is a fourth-generation member. The
dynasty started in the Khyber Pass
region of what is now Pakistan when
the British raj built squash courts for
British officers across the street from
the home of Khan’s great-grandfather Abdul Khan. Abdul became the
club’s ball boy and court sweeper, started swinging the racquet around
and picked up the game. “There was money to be had giving lessons
and being around squash,” said Khan. So Abdul began giving lessons
to officers and eventually introduced the sport to his own family.
A familial pursuit would turn into world domination with Khan’s
great-uncle Hashim. In the 1950s Hashim won squash’s oldest and
most prestigious tournament, the British Open, seven times, then a
record. “He made squash a national sport in Pakistan,” said Khan. And
it wasn’t just Hashim ruling the court. Hashim’s brother Azam won
the tournament four times, and in the 13 British Opens between 1951
and 1963 five different Khans occupied 22 of the 26 finalist spots.
In the 1980s Khan’s uncle Jahangir achieved what may be the most
impressive streak in sports—500 straight wins over five years and eight
months. (After that streak-ending loss he went another nine months
without a defeat.) He also won the British Open for 10 consecutive
years—another Khan record.
“This was a whole different type of culture,” said Khan of his family’s
dedication. “When they stuck to one thing they did it for generations.”

36 |

COLBY

•

f a ll

2003

Mohibullah, Khan’s father and the
1963 world champion, helped promote
squash in North America. That year,
when Khan was a year old, Mohibullah traveled from Pakistan to give a
squash exhibition at the Pentagon. In
attendance was President Kennedy,
who was so impressed that he invited
Mohibullah to become the Harvard
Club’s resident teaching pro.
“Of course, a president made a
request, my father definitely wanted
to do that,” said Khan. Khan has
no memory of his family’s arrival in
Boston or the presidential escort to
the Harvard Club. But he knows his
father’s dedication to squash was typical of the Khans.
Khan has been involved in most
facets of squash—as an amateur
and professional player, a teaching
pro, tournament organizer and now
coach. “Every single day I come to
work and it’s different and that’s what
I really love about it,” said Khan of
coaching two college teams (men’s
and women’s) simultaneously. He took
the Colby position in 2001 because
he wanted a job where he could stay involved with squash and spend
more time with his young children. He now has five, ages 11 years
to 10 months, whom he enjoys taking out on the court. He puts no
pressure on them to pursue squash, though. “Unlike the generations
before me, they have a choice,” said Khan.
One thing that has always set the Khans apart—and that Khan is
now passing on to his Colby players—is the importance of physical
and mental fitness. Khan says his players know they’re going to run
hard and play hard in every match. “Squash, from beginning to end,
it’s pressure,” he said. “It’s continual intensity. I like that.”
Khan’s goal is to have the men’s and women’s teams ranked between
nine and 12 nationally each year. He’s already halfway there. In 2003
the women finished with a national ranking of 11, their highest ever.
The men finished at 18.
His other goal is to market squash to faculty, staff, students and
“every single person I see.”
“My obligation is not just to Colby, but it’s really to the sport,” said
Khan. “My family has been ambassadors to squash for generations.”
—Alicia Nemiccolo MacLeay ’97
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Sakhi Khan is the latest in a very long line of champions

1940s Alumni at Large
20s/30s
Deaths: Helen E. Davis ’26, March 28, 2003, in Pittsfield, Maine,
at 99  Edward M. Locke ’29, December 1, 1997, in Marquette,
Mich., at 92  Harold F. Lemoine ’32, July 7, 2003, in San Diego,
Calif., at 94  Ruth Leighton Thomas ’33, April 30, 2003, in
Pittsfield, Maine, at 91  Luke R. Pelletier ’37, January 31, 2003,
in Port Orange, Fla., at 86  Albert W. Berrie ’38, July 21, 2003,
in Breezewood, Pa., at 87  William S. Hains ’38, June 6, 2001,
at 85  Roger E. Stiles ’38, April 5, 2002, in Augusta, Maine, at
83  Rhoda Wein Kraft ’39, April 22, 2003, in Palm Beach, Fla.,
at 83  Frances Stobie Turner ’39, January 25, 2003, in Hickory
Corners, Mich., at 84.

40

Again this year Doris Rose
Hopengarten and Alleen Thompson led our class contingent (this
year, only me) in the parade of
classes during Reunion Weekend.
In spite of the death of her husband
earlier this year, Doris was her usual
cheerful self—always a pleasure to
talk with. Jonathan Taylor ’83, son of
Mary (Robinson ’41) and Bill Taylor,
shared reminiscences with us during
the lobster luncheon—especially about
Gerry (Stefko ’41) and Gordon Jones
and their six children on the backyard hockey rink in Needham, Mass.
. . . Joanna (McMurty ’41) and Lin
Workman have changed their winter
headquarters from Ft. Myers, Fla., to
Thomasville, Ga., but their summers
are still spent in New Harbor, Maine.
Jo recently had successful surgery for
colon cancer, but she couldn’t come to
Maine until mid-June, so they missed
our Reunion Weekend for the first time
in many years. . . . Marjorie Gould
Shuman ’37 told us that Roger and
Ruth Gould Stebbins are doing well
in Sequim, Wash., although Roger has
had some vision problems that have
interfered with his avocation of painting pictures. . . . Frank Farnham’s
two-pronged career as farmer and
writer was written up in the Augusta,
Maine, Capital Weekly. He recalls
meeting Colby’s $200 tuition with a
half scholarship and by selling root
vegetables and trading vegetables for
meals at Ma Frost’s Eatery. An English
major with aspirations for a career as
a reporter, he ended up publishing short stories in several national
magazines, including The Saturday
Evening Post and The Ladies’ Home
Journal. Although Frank has made his
mark as a writer, most local folk know
him as the proprietor of Farnham’s
Market, the popular roadside stand
in Belgrade, Maine, that Frank has
operated for decades. He still hoes,
plants and tends crops on a three-acre
plot, he said, “just enough to keep me

out of trouble.” . . . Mike Berry wrote
a great, newsy letter a while back. He
lives in Copper Harbor in the summer
and Houghton in the winter. As I’m
sure you all know, both communities
are on Michigan’s Upper Peninsula
jutting out into Lake Superior. Mike
has 10 grandchildren—five male and
five female—symmetrical, as he says.
He has some balance problems but still
walks up and down stairs and around
town with his two toy poodles. We’d
like to see Mike, Ruth, Roger and all
the rest of you at our 65th reunion in
2005. Start planning now!
—Ernest C. Marriner Jr.

42 Jack Stevens and his wife,

Lucille, are enjoying life in San
Diego, “America’s Finest City.” They
planned to visit friends in San Antonio
in September. . . . Robert Rice writes,
“We must all be in our 80s, with a few
wishing we were in our 20s during the
post-War ’40s! We’re grizzled, grunting and groaning. The great-grandchildren are helping us send/receive
e-mail, and the jokes are duplicates
of our ‘20th-century humor,’ only
updated to sound current. Colby’s still
great. Enjoy your sunsets!” . . . Beniah
Harding was honored for his 20-year
service as the chairman of Thomaston
Academy Trustees. When Thomaston
Academy was founded in 1983, Ben was
the guiding force behind bringing the
University College to Thomaston and
to renovating the building that houses
the institution.

43

The Reverend Hubert Beckwith received the James Floyd Pillar
of Faith Award at Howard University
School of Divinity. The award honors
his commitment to religious leadership and to civil rights and human
relations. In 1955 Reverend Beckwith
founded the Congregational Christian
Church of Fairfax County, Virginia,
later renamed the Little River United
Church of Christ. Although official

racial restrictions in Virginia were in
effect at that time, the church remained
open to all races—and in the vanguard
of civil and human relations, leading
to the formation of the Fairfax County
Council on Human Relations. Reverend Beckwith’s achievements listed
in the award citation include “serving as the first president of the Fairfax
County Council on Human Relations,
second president of the Virginia Council on Human Relations and member
of the Southern Regional Council in
Atlanta, Ga. He was a moderator of
the Middle Atlantic Conference of
Congregational Christian Churches
and chair of the Potomac Association
Church and Ministry Committee,
Central Atlantic Conference, United
Church of Christ.” Reverend Beckwith and his wife, Elizabeth, reside in
Springfield, Va. They have two sons
and four grandchildren.

44 The Lawrence High School

Alumni Association in Fairfield,
Maine, presented Harold Joseph
with its 2003 Bulldog Award. Harold,
a 1940 Lawrence graduate, is president
of Joseph’s Clothing and Sporting
Goods in Fairfield. . . . I would like
to remind you all that next June will
be our 60th class reunion. Save the
date: June 4-6, 2004. So many of you
made the tremendous effort to return
to the campus in 1994, and I hope we
will have a great turnout for this next
one. The campus is beautiful and growing steadily. . . . Reunion Weekend
this June was fun. Among those who
returned were Kay Howes Brooks
and her daughter, Wendy, Efthim
(Tim) Economu, Bob St. Pierre,
who came with his daughter, Dick
Mountfort and his sister, Harris
Graf and wife Merrie, Gabe Hikel and
wife Zanie, Naj and Harold Joseph,
Fred McAlary ’43 (who was back for
his 60th) and I. Others were listed as
coming, but I did not see them. Pete
Bliss had called early in June to say that
he couldn’t make this reunion but plans
to return for next year’s celebration.
The fact is that we are all 80 years old
or more, and many of our classmates
are not in good health. It is very clear
that old age is not for sissies.
—Josephine Pitts McAlary

45 Our traveling ’45s: As I write

this in June, Helen Strauss was planning a tour of Oregon in August. It
will be largely a nature appreciation
trip but will also include an outdoor
production of the Oregon Shakespeare
Festival. Helen will add a visit with her
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1940
Ernest C. Marriner Jr.
10 Walnut Drive
Augusta, ME 04330-6032
207-623-0543
classnews1940@alum.colby.edu
1941
Bonnie Roberts Hathaway
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Leominster, MA 01453
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classnews1941@alum.colby.edu
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Colby College
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classnews1946@alum.colby.edu
1947
Mary “Liz” Hall Fitch
4 Canal Park #712
Cambridge, MA 02141
617-494-4882
fax: 617-494-4882
classnews1947@alum.colby.edu
1948
David and Dorothy Marson
41 Woods End Road
Dedham, MA 02026
781-329-3970
fax: 617-329-6518
classnews1948@alum.colby.edu
1949
Anne Hagar Eustis
24 Sewall Lane
Topsham, ME 04086
207-729-0395
fax: 978-464-2038
classnews1949@alum.colby.edu
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nephew in Colorado. . . . Joan Gay
Kent writes, “I went to San Diego last
year, and if all my friends, relations and
memories weren’t in Long Island and
if New York wasn’t the greatest city in
the world, I would seriously consider
moving there.” Joan’s writing her
second local history, about the town
of North Hempstead from the earliest
settlers circa 1645 to 2000. She recommends consulting the back issues
section of your library to learn what
things were really like in “the good
old days.” . . . Bill Whittemore, as
we know, travels worldwide—this
spring a return to Australia for a scientific meeting plus “lots of travel to
the Outback and New Zealand.” He
made a rugged trip to Cooper Pedy
(opal capital of the world) on a Ghan
train using a modified Hummer plus
dirt roads to reach the hotel, which is
underground to avoid the 120-degree
daytime temperature. The train was
built in the late 1800s using camels
from Afghanistan. (“See why it’s called
the Ghan train?” asks Bill.) Explains
why today there are about a million
camels in Australia. . . . Dee Sanford
McCunn and Ian enjoyed a twomonth car trip in parts of the South
(including close calls with tornadoes)
visiting several Tennessee cities, special
sights in Alabama (e.g., the Space and
Rocket Center in Huntsville), Mississippi (covering the 450-mile Nachez
Trace Parkway) and Cajun country.
They then drove west through Texas to
San Diego. . . . Muriel Marker Gould
and I had a 10-day trip to Canada in
May, entirely by train, from New York
to Montreal, to Quebec City, and to
Percé on the northern tip of the Gaspé
peninsula. The overnight train serving
the Gaspé was a challenge. Each tiny
room is the width of a single bed, and
when the bed is in place for the night
there’s no space left for the passenger
to sit or stand, not even space for my
not huge suitcase. Just another travel
adventure, right?
—Naomi Collett Paganelli

47 I quote a note from David

Weber: “David C. Weber has adopted
the motto: Carpe diem, which he
translates to read ‘Travel while one
can.’ Thus in the past 18 months he’s
explored Trinidad & Tobago, barged
the Rhone in France, hiked Joshua
Tree National Park, hunted Texan
birds on the King Ranch, toured
castles and gardens in Ireland, pursued
nature up to Manitoba’s Hudson Bay
and this past July was going with one
of his sons on safari to Zimbabwe and
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newsmakers
Rev. Hubert S. Beckwith ’43 received
the James Floyd Pillar of Faith Award at
Howard University School of Divinity
for his commitment to religious leadership and to civil rights and human relations. The church Rev. Beckwith founded
in 1955—the Congregational Christian
Church of Fairfax County, Virginia, later
renamed the Little River United Church of
Christ—was open to all races and led to the
formation of the Fairfax County Council on
Human Relations  Robert H. Brunnell
Hubert S. Beckwith ’43
’44 added another award to his long list of
honors when he was named the state of New York’s Most Outstanding Older
Worker for 2003. Since 1954 the 81-year-old professor of English at Cayuga
Community College in Auburn, N.Y., has taught more than 100 semesters,
including summer and evening sessions  The Massachusetts Hospitality
Association honored Robert Sage ’49 with a lifetime achievement award.
Sage, who opened his first hotel, the Fenway Motor Hotel, in 1959, received
the award in recognition of 45 years of service, innovation and leadership in
the tourism, restaurant and hospitality industry.

Milestones
Deaths: M. Donald Gardner ’40, July 26, 2003, in Portland, Maine, at
84  Helena Pillsbury Jones ’40, May 11, 2003, in Kennebunk, Maine,
at 84  Carl C. Paradis Jr. ’43, December 3, 2002, in Metarie, La., at
81  Evelyn Jackson Boyington ’45, March 30, 2003, in Rockport,
Maine, at 79  Ruth Archibald Murphy ’48, June 18, 2001, in
Annandale, Va., at 74  Maynard B. Ross ’48, April 30, 2003, in Boston,
Mass., at 80  Elaine Erskine Dow ’49, May 21, 2003, in Brunswick,
Maine, at 75  Leon V. O’Donnell ’49, April 27, 2003, in Winter Haven,
Fla., at 80  Leonard R. Warshaver ’49, June 20, 2003, in Boston,
Mass., at 76.
Botswana. His bio of Professor Carl
J. Weber (who taught at Colby 1919
to 1959), Colby D.H.L. ’59, is still
in progress.” Professor Weber was,
of course, David’s father. . . . Dana
Robinson considers himself almost
retired, but he was consulting part time
in China for five months last year. He
plays singles tennis two or three times
weekly and golfs once a week. . . . In
the spring, John and I took a boat trip
from New Orleans to Chicago, which
took us down the Mississippi, east to
Alabama, where we turned north on
the Mobile River, to the Tombigbee
River and waterway, Tennessee, Ohio,
Mississippi and Illinois rivers to Lake
Michigan and finally Navy Pier. We
were in the area where many of the
great battles of the Civil War were
fought, and a lecturer on board made
it an interesting and informative trip.
One of our stops was Alton, Ill., where,
with the rest of the group, we visited
the memorial to Elijah Lovejoy but
then asked for a bit more time to go
on to the grave site by ourselves. It
was a moving experience, especially

since Daniel Pearl, who was kidnapped
and murdered in Pakistan last year,
was posthumously given the Lovejoy
Award. . . . I’m (mhfitch@attbi.com)
having a difficult time getting news
from almost all of you. Please do
your part in bringing your classmates
up to date.
—Mary “Liz” Hall Fitch

48

Received a fax from peripatetic
Dave Choate. He wrote that he and
Diane returned May 8, 2003, from an
awesome bike and barge trip beginning
in Amsterdam and ending two weeks
later in Brugge. They biked for two
days through Holland’s colorful fields,
taking “oodles” of pictures. They
relaxed each day on their barge—they
averaged 10 to 30 miles a day—and
were glad to have a little rest before
taking walking tours of such cities as
Rotterdam, Antwerp and Ghent. They
were in Amsterdam to celebrate the
Queen’s birthday: “What a blast!”. .
. . Also received an updated address
from Sandra and Aaron “Sandy”
Sandler: 7717 Plantation Circle,

University Park, FL 34201-2067.
Phone: 941-358-3358. . . . We attended
Colby’s 182nd commencement with
our daughter, Deborah Marson ’75,
who is an overseer of the College.
Commencement was on the lawn in
front of Miller Library, and David and
Deborah marched in the academic
procession. The sky was threatening, and the cool wind was somewhat
uncomfortable, but the weather failed
to dampen the spirits of all in attendance. Two weeks later we attended
our 55th reunion. On Friday the rain
stopped, and we had a beautiful day to
play in the alumni golf scramble at the
Waterville Country Club. Friday night
the Awards Banquet was attended by a
respectable representation of the Class
of ’48 and their spouses and friends. On
Saturday we listened to President Bro
Adams discuss the Plan for Colby, sat
through an Alumni Council Meeting,
carried the Fifty-Plus banner in the
parade of classes and then attended
the lobster bake in the field house. The
weather was again threatening, but it
never rained during the festivities. We
had to leave to return to Boston for
our granddaughter’s graduation from
the Beaver Country Day School, so
we cannot report on the class dinners
held on Saturday night. The Class of
’48 attendees, and we hope we did not
omit any of the names, were Douglas
Borton, Paul Solomon, Carol Silverstein Baker, Peg Clark Atkins,
Gordon Miller, Bud ’49 and Helen
Moore Phillips, Sue Lynch Henry,
Gerry Roy, Marianna Nutter Wyer,
Fred Sutherland, Sid ’49 and Anne
Fraser McKeen and Joan Crawley
Pollock. Some came alone, others
with spouses or significant others,
but we didn’t attempt to record all
those names for this column. We
definitely recommend that those who
haven’t done so in the past return for
any reunion, because the Fifty-Plus
category includes all of the “mature
graduates,” and everyone is welcome.
The staff does a terrific job of making
you feel at home.
—David and Dorothy Marson

49

Not much news to report, but I
did get an e-mail forwarded to me from
the Alumni Office from Bud ’50 and
Mary Bauman Gates. Their granddaughter, Caitlin Gallagher, is attending Colby this fall. Caitlin is from Etna,
N.H., and graduated from Hanover
(N.H.) High School. . . . On Saturday,
June 7, I went to Colby reunion for
the day. I had previously arranged to
meet Warren and Nellie MacDougall

Parks there in time for the parade of
classes. Including Nellie and myself,
there were eight of us from the Class
of ’49 on the roster, all “locals.” Gail
and John Appleton, Catherine and
Walter Borucki, Oz and Virginia
Young Ellis, Bob and Mary Roberts
Friberg, Anne (Fraser ’48) and Sid
McKeen and Muriel and Bob Tonge.
I never saw Bob Tonge, but I met all
the others either in the parade or ate
with them at the lobster bake. I hardly
recognized Sid McKeen—he’s shaved
off his beard and mustache! No other
earth-shattering news to report. . . .
Next year is our 55th reunion. Can
you believe it? Reunion Weekend is
June 4-6, so save the date and begin
to think now about making the trek
back to Colby.
—Anne Hagar Eustis

50 “Puss” Tracey Tanguay has

saved the day! If it were not for her
little bits of news about our class, you
all would be subjected to news of my
immediate and extended family, some
of whom attended Colby. The last time
I warned you I got some real news. I
don’t like to threaten you, but it beats
making it all up. Or does it? Anyway,
Puss was one of five members of our
class who attended the mostly sunny
and warm Reunion Weekend. Along
with Puss, Bev Deschenes Libby,
Bill Niehoff, Charlie Smith and
Paul Hinton represented our class.
Unfortunately, a heart attack kept Paul
from our 50th. I am glad that he was
able to make the 53rd and plans to be
a part of the 55th, which should be a
great one. I already know a number
of people who are looking forward
to getting together on the lawn for
the lobster picnic in June 2005 if
not before. Maybe we could have
a trial run next year! . . . “Stubby”
Crandall Graves, Connie Leonard
Hayes, Ginny Davis Pearce and
Puss Tanguay and spouses all got
together for dinner while they were
in Florida last winter. . . . Susi Goldey
Morrison (one of my roommates) and
I get together from time to time for
lunch or dinner. . . . Send me a card—a
post card will do—from wherever you
are. I’ll share it with everyone in my
next article.
—Alice Jennings Castelli

51 Deborah Smith Meigs and her

husband, Peter, have been presented
an award honoring them for their
continuing research on the history
of Danville, N.H. This award, presented by the Exeter Chapter of the

Daughters of the American Revolution, recognizes the efforts made by
the Meigses to collect and organize
materials pertaining to the history
of their town. Their efforts have
proved invaluable to genealogists and
historians. . . . Patti and Ernie Fortin
attend the Alumni College at Colby
every summer and also plan a Caribbean cruise in November. Ernie, who
is active on the board of directors at
his community in Florida, reports that
at the annual Sarasota gathering, 60
alums heard President Adams outline
the completed, long-range plans for
the campus. Most exciting are the plans
for the long-awaited Alumni Center,
which represents the culmination of
many years of hard work. We will all
enjoy it when we attend our 55th (or
sooner!) . . . Guy McIntosh writes that
he was able to participate vicariously in
the 2002 Winter Olympics in Salt Lake
City, Utah, thanks to his daughter. She
drafted him for a volunteer job directing traffic. It was even colder there than
Waterville! Guy keeps busy maintaining his “getaway” property up on the
Mogollon Rim, part of the original
Zane Grey ranch and a great place for
Guy to escape the Tempe, Ariz., heat.
He still keeps in contact with friends he
made at the Hopi Indian Reservation,
having spent 20 years working there
for the Bureau of Indian Affairs. . . .
Chrys Boukis Keene says hello to
everyone. Betty Lou Rivers Russell
’52 and I visited with Chrys not long
ago. . . . Ted Weaver heard from two
Colby alums, Foster Drummond ’52
and Clare Bonnelli ’70, who, having
read the last column about Ted being
in Arizona, contacted him, and they
plan to get together for lunch soon
(ostensibly to eat but really to solve
all the world’s problems). . . . Always
looking for news from you all. I love
to hear about what everyone is up to,
so keep in touch!
—Nancy Nilson Archibald

52 Summer is here as I write, and

I am most pleased to have news for
you. Let’s start with our class president, Barbara Bone Leavitt, and her
husband, Bob, who spent part of last
winter in Florida with their sons and
family. While there, Barbara took her
daughter-in-law and grandson Markus
to Tallahassee for his class visit to the
capitol buildings and some museums.
Also, they had a great visit with Caroline Wilkins McDonough and her
husband, Dick, at their lovely home in
Palm City, Fla., near Stuart and Jupiter. . . . Other Florida travelers were

Sheila and Don Hailer, who visited
Ned ’51 and Barbara Hills Stuart ’54
in early March. Joan Kelby Cannell
was also in that group. Don reports,
“all seemed tan and very well.” He also
says that they see Charlotte and Lum
Lebherz frequently but not enough
of Carl and Muffy Morgan Leaf
and Judy and Herb Nagle. The four
couples try to get together two or three
times a year, “but winters are getting
tougher.” . . . And from the “it’s a small
world department” comes the following: Down East magazine for March
2003 had an interesting article titled
“Unexpected Company,” about a trip
around the world taken by the author
(from Maine); she met a dozen folks
from Maine—one of them being Dave
Farrington, who was in Sicily with his
wife. . . . On a sad note, Louise Hodge
Smith wrote that her husband, Dick
’51, died in September 2002, after 48
wonderful years of marriage. She has
four children and 13 grandchildren,
and they all really miss him. . . . Flo
Fisher Krejci ’53 sent the Alumni
Office a death notice about Anne
Fairbanks Iarrobino, who died in late
March, after an illness. Anne had been
a lifelong resident of Natick, Mass.,
was the mother of two and had been
active in the business community there
for many years. . . . I received a letter
from Merry Crane Evans, who lives
with husband Ray in Aquanga, Calif.
She told of a really wonderful 50th
wedding anniversary celebration in
March that she and Ray shared with
their children and grandchildren.
They all spent a weekend together
in Palm Springs. “How blessed we
felt!” she said. Ray is now finishing up
a fourth year on the grand jury for the
County of Riverside—something he
has found most interesting. . . . Chandler and Nita Hale Barbour looked
forward to “some hard work” during
the summer. They will be completing
the third edition of their last text, titled
Families, Schools and Communities. In
August they were to attend a literature
conference at Cambridge University
in England, then enjoy a few days in
London before going on to Ireland for
a week. . . . Bee and Dave Crocket
were looking forward to spending their
40th summer at their cabin in Madison,
N.H. With their 1930 Model A pickup
and 1930 Model A coupe (complete
with rumble seat), they go to car shows
around northern New England as well
as Cruise Nights in the Mount Washington Valley area. Dave also told us
about their oldest grandson, David
Scott Crocket V, who is in the Army

1950s Correspondents
1950
Alice Jennings Castelli
6 Salem Road
Madison, CT 06443
203-245-7725
classnews1950@alum.colby.edu
1951
Nancy Nilson Archibald
15 Linden Avenue
Scituate, MA 02066
781-545-4987
classnews1951@alum.colby.edu
1952
Janice Pearson Anderson
23 Fernwood Circle
Harwich, MA 02645-2819
508-432-4049
classnews1952@alum.colby.edu
1953
Barbara Easterbrooks Mailey
80 Lincoln Avenue
South Hamilton, MA 01982
978-468-5110
978-777-5630 ext. 3310
classnews1953@alum.colby.edu
1954
Helen Cross Stabler
5387 Anvil Drive
Camillus, NY 13031
315-672-8430
classnews1954@alum.colby.edu
1955
Ken Van Praag
P.O. Box 87 (May–early Nov)
Grafton, NY 12082
22 Golf Drive (Early Nov–May 6)
Port St. Lucie, FL 34952
classnews1955@alum.colby.edu
1956
Kathleen McConaughy Zambello
135 Iduna Lane
Amherst, MA 01002
classnews1956@alum.colby.edu
1957
Guy and Eleanor Ewing Vigue
238 Sea Meadow Lane
Yarmouth, ME 04096
207-846-4941
classnews1957@alum.colby.edu
1958
Beryl Scott Glover
4953 Wythe Place
Wilmington, NC 28409-2081
classnews1958@alum.colby.edu
1959
Ann Segrave Lieber
7 Kingsland Court
South Orange, NJ 07079
973-763-6717
classnews1959@alum.colby.edu
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in Germany. Young David has flown
into Iraq to do ground escort duty and
was in a firefight with the Iraqis in
April, for which he earned the Combat
Infantryman’s Badge. He also flew to
Cairo to guard the U.S. Embassy there.
. . . Chuck ’53 and I attended his 50th
reunion in Waterville. In addition to
many ’53 alums, I proudly marched
in the Saturday parade with Paul and
Mimi Russell Aldrich and Norma
Bergquist Garnett, who were there
for the Alumni Council meeting.
Paul and Mimi had just returned
from a four-month sojourn on their
boat, while Norma’s husband, Norv
’51, told me that they were looking
forward to a Scandinavian trip this
summer. . . . In case you recently sent
in news for the class, I am afraid it is
still in my computer, which apparently
“died” while we were in Maine. So I
promise to include it, and lots of other
things that you will all send me, in the
next issue of Colby magazine.
—Janice Pearson Anderson

53

I had two e-mails following
our 50th reunion. One came from
Joyce Maguire Demers, who really
summed up our very “upbeat” week.
She said she had the greatest time ever
at a reunion. I will second that and am
sure that everyone else in attendance
will agree. Joyce says she spent some
quality time with the “Palmer House
Gang,” sharing memories, pictures
and catching up on their lives. Bob
Grodberg sent a similar message and
is already prepared to be considered
as a helper for the next ’53 gathering.
Nan Murray Lasbury wrote, “Our
once in a lifetime 50th reunion” was
a wonderful success. About 35 alumni
and spouses met at Sebasco Inn for
two days of pre-reunion activities. Nan
reported that it was a time of relaxation,
golf and conversation topped off with a
boat trip and lunch aboard the “Ruth”
on Casco Bay. Then they joined the
rest of us at the campus—more than
100 members of the class, plus 45
guests. Every time we gathered for
a meal, we filled the dining rooms.
Thursday night we had our class dinner
in Page Commons in Cotter Union.
Ted Lallier made opening comments
and introduced the president of Colby,
“Bro” Adams, who welcomed our huge
group. Before dinner Chuck Anderson proposed a memorial toast to all
the classmates who have passed away;
the memorial left us with such a warm
feeling. Friday night we joined the rest
of the reunion classes for dinner and
awards. Saturday of reunion is always
40
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fun because of the parade of classes
ending at the field house for a lobster
bake/chicken barbecue. So much spirit
and photo-op there, as we all carried
gold balloons, of course, to signify
our Golden Reunion. Saturday night
was our special class dinner in the
Foss Hall dining room. This turned
out to be a “fun” evening. Nan and
Chase Lasbury announced the class
gift to the College of $1,375,216 with
70 percent participation. Then the following class officers were announced:
Nan Lasbury, president; Ted Lallier,
vice president (and Alumni Council
rep); and class correspondent, Barbara
“Brooksie” Easterbrooks Mailey.
Just for fun, Nick Sarris presented the
epilogue to the “murder mystery” that
was so popular at our 45th reunion. We
voted on the person who was supposed
to “do in” the groom; Bob Grodberg
guessed correctly and was awarded a
nice prize; the correct “guess”: Mimi
Price Patten. Next some thank-you
awards were given to the classmates
who have contributed to the College
over the past few years. Since I do
not have a complete list at this writing, I hope to report this in the near
future; I don’t want to leave anyone
out. There was a tie for the classmate
coming the furthest to attend: Gail
“Penny” Pendleton Schultz, from,
as she said, “The Left Coast” and
Joanne “Terri” Terrill Petersen,
both from Oregon. Carolyn English Caci read a note from Marty
Friedlaender and said that flowers
were sent to Marty from our class.
Then Alice Colby-Hall presented
her 50th reunion song, with all of us
singing along. I would have liked to
mention every name of each one I saw
and shared time with, but space does
not permit; maybe that’s a good thing
this time. Please continue to send me
your news, no matter how much. I will
be happy to send it to our column for
the next five years. Speaking of this,
the Lasburys are off to Scotland for
a couple of weeks in September, and I
think John Lee mentioned he would
be going to Iceland this summer.
—Barbara Easterbrooks Mailey

54 We were very sorry to hear of

the death of Susan Smith Huebsch,
who was on our ’54 anniversary gift
committee. We send our sympathy
to her family. . . . Colby Thompson
Lowe’s husband, Tony, died on July
3, 2002, just days after moving to a
new home in Bridgeport, Conn. They
had been married 40 years. We send
our condolences to Colby. Unlike

most of her retired classmates, Colby
continues to work as a substitute elementary school teacher in Westport,
Conn. She is making plans to attend
our 50th reunion. . . . Paul ’59 and
Marty Cornish Downing, currently
living in New Jersey, have a second
home in western Massachusetts but say
they are slowly making their way back
to Maine. They are both retired and
have nine grandchildren. . . . Diane
Stevens Brown writes that she and her
husband now live in the greater Atlanta
area, where Diane enjoys painting
commissioned works, many of them
portraits, in her home-based studio.
She also enjoys duplicate bridge as a
life master, photography and gardening. She and her husband have three
children, three grandchildren and a
small black dog, Petunia. Although
Diane has not returned to Colby
since graduation, she hopes to get to
the reunion next year. . . . Selections
from Karl Decker’s black and white
documentary photographs, The People
of Townshend, Vermont, were published
in the summer 2003 issue of Vermont
Life. He has been working on the project for the past five years, photographing the people of this town, known
to him since the 1930s. An exhibition
was held in Townshend in June, and
another will be held at the Westport
(Conn.) Public Library in October.
You can see some of Karl’s work on
his Web site, www.karldecker.com.
. . . Ted Turchon heads up sales for a
local printing and direct mail marketing company in central Florida. His
wife, Luly, teaches in Orange County.
They have a son who lives with his wife
and three children in Gainsville, Fla.,
and a daughter with two children who
lives in Concord, N.H. . . . Art Eddy
reports that his wife, Anne, suffered
a stroke in May. Art was hoping she
would be back home in June. We send
them our best wishes for a complete
recovery. . . . Susan Johnson writes
that she now has six grandchildren and
two step-grandchildren. One of the
joys of her life is babysitting weekly
with the youngest, Emily Nicole
Lannen, born in January 2002. Susan
has gone off the executive board of
Sacred Dance Guild, an all-volunteer
international organization, after six
years of service. She is now completing the leadership program for InterPlay and produced a two-day event of
workshops, performances and worship
in D.C. and co-led an InterPlay class
at her church. InterPlay is a practice
leading to greater ease and affirmation
in life. . . . After final retirement from

the ministry, and from teaching and
textbook publishing, Herb Adams
has begun a practice of mediation and
dispute resolution, concentrating on
educational and religious institutional
conflict. He lives in Center Lovell,
Maine, and Lake Placid, Fla.
—Helen Cross Stabler

55

As the Class of 2003 graduates,
we find ourselves moving relentlessly
closer to the year 2005—the year of
our 50th reunion. I hope all class members are beginning to think about their
presence in Waterville—it’ll be here
before we know it! . . . On a sad note,
this column, on behalf of the Class
of ’55, would like to offer its condolences to the family of Don Hoagland,
who passed away in September 1999
in California at the age of 66. I regret
that we were not notified until recently.
. . . Also belatedly, and on a much
happier note, we have learned that
Peter French has, at long last, made
an “honest woman” out of Marietta
Roberts ’57 with their marriage on July
6, 2002, in Kennebunkport, Maine.
I am told that they had a three-day
celebration—must be all those years
to make up for. Our congratulations
to both. . . . Chan and Jane Whipple
Coddington report that all is well
with their three daughters and their
seven grandchildren, 7 to 16 years of
age. Like so many of us, they’re hitting
both the 70-year benchmark as well
as approaching 50 years of marriage,
which they’ll be celebrating in 2005
(though my body says otherwise,
I’d still prefer to think we’re getting
better, not older—wishful thinking, I
guess). Jane notes that she spent a ski
weekend with Kathy (McConaughy
’56) and Lou Zambello this past
winter in Vermont and also had a
great luncheon visit in Florida last
February reminiscing about “old”
times, “sad” times and “fun” times. . . .
Kathy Flynn Carrigan, the winner
of the commencement speaker contest
(Oveta Culp Hobby, then Secretary
of the Treasury, I think—at any rate
it was her signature that appeared on
all those American dollar bills we
had at that time, though I didn’t have
any $5s, $10s, $20s, etc.), spent two
weeks this spring in France, floating
up rivers from the Mediterranean
to Lyon—stopping to see flowering
gardens, castles, chateaus, truffle
harvesting and vineyards—and then
on to Paris. She notes that there were
no problems regarding politics, that
she was greeted cordially and treated
well. Kathy’s Christmas book, When

newsmakers
Upon hanging up his retinoscope after 48 years in optometry practice in
Fort Fairfield, Maine, Dr. Robert S. George ’50 was spotlighted in the
local newspaper for “his character, integrity and compassion.” Said the Fort
Fairfield Review, “he was a man who cared about each person who entered
his office”  “If every Sunday The New York Times . . . can present the flavor of an entire book in a single sentence,” mused Massachusetts Superior
Court Justice Allan van Gestel ’57 in the Boston Bar Journal, “why is it that
experienced lawyers cannot write a convincing brief in fewer than twenty
pages?” The article, “Oral Advocacy at the Motion Stage: Some Thoughts
from the Audience,” counseled lawyers to be brief and creative in presenting the oral side of motions for summary judgment.

Milestones
Deaths: Richard Lyon Jr. ’50, June 27, 2003, in Mount Vernon, Maine,
at 74  Barbara Ann Dean ’53, May 6, 2002, in Doylestown, Pa., at
70  Richard B. Ullman ’54, May 20, 1998, in Boca Raton, Fla., at
66  Geraldine St. Amand Emmons ’57, July 12, 2002, in New York, at
68  John P. Goolgasian Jr. ’57, April 27, 2003, in Fredericksburg, Va.,
at 67.
Christmas Comes, has been published
and is available at the Colby bookstore as well as on the Web (click on
to Bookstore and then “authors of
the ’50s”). . . . Judy Holtz Levow,
having settled in Florida, decided to
travel to Sedona, Ariz., and the Grand
Canyon and enjoyed the experience
immensely. . . . Jane (Daib ’58) and
John Reisman continue to travel.
They sailed on a five-masted square
rigger this past winter in the Caribbean and then spent two weeks on the
West Coast doing northern California and southern Oregon. John is yet
another to celebrate his 70th birthday
and their 45th wedding anniversary.
(I don’t recall any of us making a big
deal out of our 60th birthday. What a
difference a decade makes!) . . . Every
now and then a name comes through
one or more channels of communication that really surprises me. First, I
received a call from Dick Temple, a
fellow third-floor Averill Hall resident.
Neither he nor his closest friends at
the time, “Hoot” Wetherell and Pat
Horgan, were Colby graduates—how
I made it, I’m not sure I’ll ever know.
Dick did return for his sophomore
year, but personal family tragedies
caused him to leave Colby. We lost
contact with Dick, but as it turned out,
like so many others did at that time,
Dick served his country for two years,
married and raised a family (daughter
with one grandchild, younger son with
two grandchildren). He went into sales
with the U.S. Envelope Co. in Worcester, then worked for Boise Cascade in
Washington. He then went into the
furniture restoration business in the
Framingham area for 27 years before

retiring. For some seven years he has
been living on Pine Island in Florida—
with his boat. I look forward to getting
together with Dick next winter and
hope I can get him back to Colby in
2005. . . . Then I received a call from
Don Martin, also an alumnus of thirdfloor Averill. Following graduation, he,
too, spent two years in service and then
went to work for Western Electric for
35 years, retiring in 1989. The father
of three children and grandfather of
three, he currently resides in Kennebunkport and, like myself, winters
in Florida—Jensen Beach—practically
my neighbor. Next year we’ll endeavor
to close a gap of some 49 years. . . . And
then came correspondence from Carol
Dauphinee Cooper, who writes that
she was looking for a liberal arts college
small enough not to overwhelm a Cape
Cod clam digger from a high school
class of 42 and progressive enough
to stimulate her mind and social
development. She found the right
place and never regretted her choice.
Her family of three living children
and eight grandchildren live in four
different states. Recently retired as an
administrative assistant to the former
majority leader of the Arizona State
Senate, she is engaged. Last September she spent a wonderful few hours
in Damariscotta with Joanne Bailey
Anderson. Carol, I hope you show
up at our 50th. We all need to touch
base again! . . . By the way, did the
photos accompanying “The Forgotten
War” story in the last edition of Colby
magazine bring back some memories
for you? A great majority of the male
members of our class are in this
photo. Recognize anyone? Can you

pick yourself out? Get a magnifying
glass and have some fun. . . . Help us
keep in touch with each other . . . 21
months and counting down!
—Ken Van Praag

56

As I write this column on June
15, the sun is shining at last. This is the
weekend of the third annual bike ride
for the American Lung Association,
which the children and grandchildren
of the late Jean Pratt Moody participate in. The ride is from Bethel, Maine,
to Belfast, Maine, and the second night
they stay on the Colby campus. Each
year it is our hope to rendezvous with
them all there, but again we needed
to be in Amherst and couldn’t do it. I
am sure they were happy to have only
one really rainy day this year. Jean’s
granddaughter Jennifer Pratt Moody
will be attending Colby this fall, so I
hope to catch up with her there. . . .
We had a visit with John and Joan
Williams Marshall. They arrived
on June 11, and Joan reminded me
that exactly 47 years ago that day was
graduation. The fellows play each year
in the Don Rice charity golf tournament in Greenfield, Mass., and each
won a door prize this year. Joan and I
talk non-stop while they are away. . . .
We also had a visit from Ed and Karen
Johnson Fenton ’63. We met them on
our Colby Tuscany trip last June and
hope to visit them next year in Jacksonville. . . . Tess and John Jubinsky
finally are grandparents. Colby John
Pankas was born in November, and
they were there for his christening.
Later in June we plan to see them up
in Maine, where a large gathering
is planned. . . . Mary Ann Papalia
Laccabue stays in touch with Jackie
Huebsch Scandalios and is hard at
work trying to get her to commit
to our 50th. Jackie and her husband
spend several months twice a year
boating in Greece. Jackie, would you
consider a travelogue presentation for
our class? . . . Bobbie Barnes Brown
writes that she and Bob (Brownie) are
both retired but still very busy. Their
five children have given them two
grandsons and seven granddaughters
to keep track of. In spite of such a big
family, Bobbie says they have been to
every reunion and would encourage
everyone to come back for the 50th.
. . . Let me hear from you.
—Kathy McConaughy Zambello

57

Don Tracy’s e-mail is our
sole contribution in this column.
Don still resides in Rockport, Maine,
although he and his wife, Linda, are

in the process of building a new home
there. They sold their larger home last
May and found a wooded lot only a
few hundred feet from the ocean.
They are downsizing but still have
room for visits from both family and
friends. Always enjoying the ocean,
Don and Linda recently took a sixday schooner cruise out of Camden
Harbor. Although there were hazy,
cool days, the wind was brisk, and
the vessel moved along at a speed of
eight knots or more most of the time.
Don keeps busy all year doing taxes and
“pulling people out of the turbulent tax
waters they sometimes find themselves
falling into.” For him it is enjoyable
work, and he looks forward to moving
into his new office and home sometime in October. Summer has been
pleasant in a temporary apartment on
the main street of Camden, where he
and Linda have taken many evening
walks around the harbor, enjoying the
atmosphere and working at removing
the six pounds gained on the schooner
cruise!
—Guy and Eleanor Ewing Vigue

59 Sandy and Steve Levine are

enjoying life in Sarasota, Fla. They
have one son and grandson in nearby
Fort Myers, one son and grandson in
Seattle and another son working in
San Francisco. Sounds like some good
travel opportunities! . . . Greg Mac
Arthur is president of Viewpoint, a
teleconferencing company. Cancer
has been a frequent visitor to the
MacArthur family, but all are doing
well now. Greg agrees with me that
having a positive attitude is a huge
plus. . . . Real estate broker Melly
McKevett Grolljahn has recently
joined Re/Max Properties in New
Hampshire and is a member of several
committees devoted to the arts. Her
hobbies are skiing, fitness and painting.
Go, Mel! . . . Stanley Painter, D.O.,
practices half time and occasionally
plays organ for his church despite
quadruple bypass surgery. During
some recent genealogy research, he
discovered that his freshman roommate (who was it, Stan?) is a direct
descendant of a War of 1812 general,
David Meade (for whom Meadeville,
Pa., was named); Capt. Abraham
Brinker, one of Meade’s assistants,
was Stan’s ancestor. Now what are
the odds that, 140 years later, those
two would end up as roomies? . . .
Do you play clarinet or saxophone?
Use French American Reeds? If so,
you are dealing with the company
brought to the U.S.A. in 1939 by the
COLBY

•

FALL 2003

| 41

Alumni at Large 1950s-1960s
parents of Eliane Maccaferri Reese.
Upon her mother’s recent retirement,
Eliane became owner and president of
the firm. She and Gene have lived in
Tennessee for 23 years. . . . I recently
had a great phone conversation with
Bob Brown, who lives in Largo, Fla.
His son, Peter, is currently staying
with him. Music is still Bob’s great
love, and he wishes he could do more
performing. He’s still really funny and
is at the pinnacle of punning. Hope
we’ll be seeing (and hearing) him at
our upcoming reunion. . . . Jessica
and Bob Cockburn take an annual
canoeing and hiking vacation; this year
it will be followed by travels in Ireland.
Bob has retired after 37 years of teaching English at the University of New
Brunswick. . . . Lloyd Cohen recently
became a step-great-grandfather, and
I’m guessing none of the rest of us
can make that claim! He and Sheila
recently took their children, their
spouses and the grandchildren on an
Alaskan cruise. Lloyd keeps in touch
with several classmates and says he is
grateful to be standing on the grass
rather than lying below! . . . I love
hearing from you; please keep that
correspondence coming.
—Ann Segrave Lieber

60

Sally Walker Simpson is still
teaching and supervising at Tri-State
University in Angola, Ind. Last fall
she was chosen by the Indiana Professional Standards Board to be part of
the advisory committee charged with
writing Standards for Reading Professionals. They wrote standards for reading
specialists and K-12 reading teachers
and believe that Indiana is the only
state that will have a K-12 reading
teacher license. Last summer Sally
went on an alumni trip to Tuscany,
had a great time visiting all the sights
and reports that both accommodations
and food were excellent. She recommends the alumni trips. . . . Since the
latest arrival in December, Jock and
Pat Walker Knowles have eight
grandchildren. Son Jon and wife in
N.Y.C. have none, but daughter Amy
and husband in R.I. have two children,
daughter Callie (Colby) and husband
(Colby) in South Berwick, Maine,
have three, and daughter Sarah and
husband in Dunstable, Mass., have
three. That’s five girls and three boys.
Five years ago Jock and Pat bought
a farmhouse in Freeman, Maine,
and try to spend one long weekend
out of each month at their getaway.
. . . Ann Stocking Townsend has
enjoyed Elderhostel trips and hopes
42
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to see other Colby grads on some of
them in the future. She spends time
volunteering, working with families
who get Habitat for Humanity homes
in the Erie, Pa., area. She is also busy
as a CASA volunteer, working as a
court-appointed special advocate for
children in foster care. . . . In keeping with President Bixler’s injunction
to explore the world’s vast realms of
knowledge and geography so as to keep
our lives in perspective, Ralph Nelson
(with wife and daughter) visited Antarctica recently. Ralph says the clear
air, the turbulent seas, the dramatic
mountains and clouds, the fact that the
birds and animals let them approach
within a few feet and the international
cooperation in research proved this to
be a world apart, inspiring both awe
and humility. It was as close to going
into space, Ralph says, as he and his
family are likely to get. Each Zodiac
trip was like a spacewalk: they knew
they would explore a place that few will
ever reach, and they knew they could
not survive for long if they did not get
back to the Clipper Adventurer for a
boot wash, a warm drink, dinner and
a lecture to explain this novel environment. Their photos and accompanying discussion reflect both a wonder
at the magnificence of the scenery and
animals they saw and an undercurrent
of dread at the stark reality of danger
and death all around them. . . . Janice
Rideout Carr continues as faculty
program coordinator at Foothill College, the job she has had since 1989.
Her husband is retired from NASA
after 30 years as a research scientist
and is now holding several volunteer
positions, including chief radio officer
for the County Office of Emergency
Services. His retirement present to
himself was a camper van, which
they have used for a few interesting
trips to some western states. . . . Don
Freedman has been living and teaching mathematics in the Berkshires for
the past 10 years. He is going to retire
this year or next and will be spending
more time in Colorado, skiing and
visiting their son. He sings barbershop, referees college rugby games,
studies linguistics and travels. The last
time he visited Colby was in the fall
of ’01 with John Vollmer and Jock
Knowles to play in a varsity-alumni
soccer game. He says, “We were much,
much older than any other alumni and
certainly felt it.” I remember watching Don, John and Jock play soccer
in 1956—they were the ones who got
soccer started at Colby! . . . Last year
Peg Jack Johnston took a three-week

vacation in Spain: Barcelona, Seville,
the southern coast, etc.—“a wonderful
country to visit with so much history
and variety.” She also took several trips
to Sacramento and Chicago to see her
two grandchildren, now approaching
ages 2 and 1 respectively. She has a
third child, living in Denver, who was
previously on the East Coast. In April,
all three sons and families joined her
in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, for a week
of exploring and beaching. Peg is still
remodeling her 1907 bungalow—the
basement is finished after 12 months
and now they start on the kitchen. Peg
says that once you start, everything
else looks shabby but will be wonderful
when finished. She invites us to visit!
In February, Peg was diagnosed with
breast cancer from a mamo plus, so
two surgeries and tons of tests later she
stills feel wonderful and totally normal.
She has probably started chemo by the
time you read this. The full treatment
is about nine months (chemo and
radiation) plus five years of pills, but
she plans to keep busy at work, keep
exercising and not let it bog her down.
She feels so fortunate that science has
progressed to make the process easier
and more thorough. And Peg says that
it is a kick to shop for wigs! Fortunately,
business has been great for her, and
it did not slow down last year. They
currently have six active brokers in
the office selling businesses. As Peg
says, being your own boss really is the
way to go, and her business is always
exciting. . . . Please keep the e-mails
coming to jane.huerta@usa.net. The
more news I get, the better this column
will be—and everything you send is
interesting and newsworthy!
—Jane Holden Huerta

61 We’re halfway to our next

reunion (the 45th!) in 2006! E-mail
me (diaferrei@aol.com) anytime with
updates and reflections. . . . Carol
Trigg Friedley retired at age 55 with
husband Dave to settle in Sunriver,
Ore., at a year-round resort on the
dry side of the Cascade Mountains.
Carol writes, “We love being involved
in our community (of 1,400) and spend
almost 50 percent of our time traveling. Most of my family has migrated
from the New England area south to
Florida, so we go east a couple of times
a year. Our kids and their kids—12 in
all—are spread throughout the west.
After traveling abroad so often while
Dave was working, we find we still love
to travel everywhere, but on our own
terms. We ski, bike, hike, canoe and
float the Deschutes River. We live on

the golf course but have not found time
to take it up again (maybe when we are
old). We also enjoy camping with our
motor home.” . . . Terry Lee continues work in his chosen field of career
counseling, coaching, marketing and
consulting, now part time with R.L.
Stevens & Associates out of their Bedford, N.H., office. His clients include
recent graduates as well as company
presidents, and he “still love[s] the
challenge, even after 27 years in the
business.” Terry and wife Cathie sold
their Andover, Mass., homes in 2000
and bought a townhouse in Atkinson,
N.H. “Best move we ever made,” he
said. They have three girls: Tracy is a
registered nurse, Shannon works in
financial services but is preparing to
teach, and Katy just graduated from
the University of Massachusetts with
a job! Not bad for this economy. . . .
David Ziskind has been named senior
vice president of STV Incorporated,
a subsidiary of STV Group, Inc., an
engineering, architectural, planning,
environmental and construction
firm. He will be responsible for the
management, direction and growth
of the architectural practices of the
firm’s northeast region, which includes
New York, New Jersey, Connecticut
and Massachusetts. . . . Ann Lehman
Lysaght’s first granddaughter was
born in April; Ann recently planned
a mini reunion with Dave and Judy
Neumann Seddon and Steve and
Martha Hooven Richardson. Steve
and Martha own Stave Puzzles (custom
made, handcut wooden jigsaw puzzles)
in Norwich, Vt. Check out their awesome Web site at www.stave.com. . . .
Another classmate recently downsizing from house to townhouse is
Hank Sheldon. The move for Hank
and wife Elise took them from Glen
Ellyn to Carol Stream, Ill. Son Brian
is a freshman at Purdue, and daughter
Christelle is a senior at DePaul. Hank
recently retired from United Airlines
following a 33-year flying career. . . .
Marty Fromm ’62 says she still considers herself to be part of the Class of ’61.
We keep waiting for you to come back
for a reunion, Marty! Anyone interested in reconnecting (she’s a business
owner in Eau Claire, Wis.) can e-mail
her (martyf@tele-serve-1.com). . . . Bill
Wooldredge reports that he visited
Sue and Bob Hartman ’60 in May, is a
grandfather of twins (daughter Becky
is in Seattle) and planned to attend
the Alumni College in July. Give us
an update on your impressions there,
Bill. Classmates who’ve been to past
Alumni Colleges claim attendance

is a “peak experience.” . . . A recent
addition (born May 25 in Portland) to
your correspondent’s family (a future
Colby girl?): grandniece Ainsley
Scrafton Pollock, grandchild of Joe
and Lee Scrafton Bujold ’64 and Bill
’64 and Jeanne Anderson Pollock ’63.
My Maine/Colby family connection
increases! Aloha.
—Diane Scrafton Ferreira

62 Largely due to my complete and

total lack of aptitude at the computer,
my last column disappeared from view
(my fault, I know). I’m going to take
the easy road and reproduce what I
wrote as well as add a few updates and
leftovers from reunion in June 2002
(now, amazingly, over a year ago). It was
good to see Nancy and Whit Coombs,
who say that they probably will not
retire until they’re 75—they say they
love life and are having too much fun
buying and building businesses! They
maintain a breeding kennel of 25 Great
Pyrenees dogs and judge dog shows all
over the United States and Europe.
. . . Boyd and Mary (Muff) Symonds
Leavitt recommend the Elderhostel
at Camp Kieve’s Kennedy Learning
Center in Nobleboro, Maine. They
had a great time there during their trip
east to Colby from California in June
last year. They extend an invitation to
all who find themselves on the “left
coast” to visit them and catch up with
the “many ’62 expatriates” there. I still
marvel at the fact that they drove all
the way to Maine for reunion! . . . Gail
Macomber Cheeseman reported
departing for Antarctica on December
27, 2002, to lead 94 shipmates plus 14
crew and staff on the beautiful Polar
Star, a Norwegian passenger ship that
is also an icebreaker, for 26 days of
adventure from Ushuaia, Argentina, to
the Falklands, South Georgia and the
Antarctic Peninsula. Access details of
the Cheesemans’ adventures on their
Web site: www.cheesemans.com. . . .
Harry and Judy Hoagland Bristol
traveled from their home in Houston,
Texas, for reunion. So good to see you,
roomie! Judy and Harry travel in their
retirement. In February they took a
“big trip” to Peru, spending time in
Macchu Picchu, among other fascinating places, but Judy claims their week
along the Amazon with mosquito nets,
no electricity and fishing for piranha
was the most unforgettable part of their
trip. In September they spent a week in
Jackson Hole and Yellowstone as well
as Cody, Wyo. Thanksgiving brought
a week on Amelia Island in Florida.
. . . Beautiful Linn Spencer Hayes,

also present at reunion, forwarded her
annual Christmas remembrances letter
and said: “Here’s to . . . the women of
the Colby Class of 1962 who graduated at the beginning of a revolution
in women’s roles for which few of us
had role models. This amazing group
of less than a hundred women each
found her way through personal and
cultural mazes. Sarah [Linn’s son’s
partner] observed that she could
easily see who we had been at 20 as
Liz, Janie, Patch, Nancy, Debby and
I stood arms entwined, laughing at the
camera.” Linn’s first grandchild, Zachary Reid Hayes, was born December
30, 2002. Linn plans to teach him to
play basketball. Congratulations to
you and Tim, Linn. . . . Brenda Phillipps Gibbons talks with enthusiasm
about retirement in Stuart, Fla., her
new granddaughter, Kendall Gibbons
(born April 14, 2003), and summers
in Marion, Mass., visiting family and
friends. Brenda fondly remembers
hockey, the Colbyettes, Guys and Dolls,
French classes, cold winters and great
people when she thinks of Colby. . . .
Dick Poland’s daughter, Nicole, who
ran this year’s Boston Marathon, graduated from Colby in ’01. His son, Sam,
is a member of the Colby Eight, just
like his dad, and will graduate in ’04.
He said it was heartwarming to read
about Peter Wagner ’66 in the last issue
of Colby magazine. “Tink” Wagner,
Ceylon Barclay ’63 and Dick went
to Livermore High School together,
played sports, sang in the church choir
and “raised the dickens.” In response
to the question, “What important
parts of your life started at Colby,”
Dick said singing in the Colby Eight,
unbelievably, led him to a career in
computer programming and his present job as “a trombone player in the
circus.” . . . Malcolm Maclean sent
an announcement that his law firm,
Maclean, Holloway, Doherty, Ardiff &
Morse, P.C., moved to a new address in
Peabody, Mass. So no retirement for
you, Malcolm? . . . Ron Ryan, chief
operating officer of the Philadelphia
Flyers for 12 years, recently was named
president of the team. . . . Patty Downs
Berger recently won two gold medals
in the National Adult Figure Skating
competitions. One program, she said,
was her serious program, “with all my
best moves,” and the other was “interpretive.” She recreated Dolly Parton
in 9 to 5 and claims to have lost all
her inhibitions to pull that off. Patty
is retired from medicine but working toward a universal health care
system that would “eliminate private

insurance companies (single payer)
and provide comprehensive health
care for everyone.” Patty recently
saw Mary Ballantyne Gentle on
Martha’s Vineyard. Mary is working
on school curricula and tutoring students with disabilities—and spending
two to three months each year in the
Bahamas. . . . Among the great joys of
my life during the past year is the birth
of my first grandson, Matthew Colin
Joiner, on August 12, 2002. He is, of
course, perfect in every way, with eyes
the color of the sky and the disposition
of a sunny day. . . . If you had the great
good fortune to be at Colby in June
2002, you know how wonderful it is to
reconnect with old and special friends.
I’m available at nmksig@yahoo.com;
I’ll probably answer you if you e-mail.
(That is, if I can ever learn to do it
successfully.)
—Nancy MacKenzie Keating

63

The 43 or so of us who attended
our 40th reunion had a great time
sharing stories of our present lives
and enjoying Maine and each other.
On Saturday we heard President Bro
Adams speak on Colby today and
proposed new developments, saw a
documentary film on Mount Katahdin by Huey (Class of ’70) and had a
shore luncheon in the field house. We
laughed for an hour and a half going
through paces directed by Pen Williamson on the football field. A test to
see how our memories were withstanding the onslaught of age had questions
such as “Do you remember what day
we graduated?” (June 10.) “Do you
remember who the speaker was?”
(Dr. Bixler.) “Do you remember who
received honorary degrees?” (Yikes!)
“Do you remember the baccalaureate speech?” (Here Pat Ey Ingraham
recited chapter and verse, and we were
totally impressed!) Saturday’s dinner
was at Roberts, and bands and dancing
followed in Cotter Union. . . . Our
class was recognized for its total gifts of
$1,734,500: capital gifts of $1,553,745,
the Alumni Fund of $157,255, “odds
and ends” of $23,500 and the second
highest class participation—66 percent. Thanks go to Al Carville and
his volunteers for all their effort and
success in fund raising. . . . The Marriner Distinguished Service Award
went to Susan Comeau, who has for
many years given much to Colby and
was acknowledged by Bro Adams as
having been of immense help to him.
Two classmates were recognized for
their publications: Ceylon Barclay for
his book Red Rum Punch on Granada
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in the Caribbean and Roger Jeans,
who co-edited Good-Bye to Old Peking.
Book signings by other alumni were
held in the Marchese Pub in Cotter
Union. . . . Our class officers for the
next five years will be Karen Beganny
Megathlin as president, Pen Williamson as vice president, yours
truly as class correspondent and Jane
Melanson Dahmen as chief fund
raiser. . . . Thanks to the following
classmates for news. David Pulver
was elected to another term on the
board of directors of Hearst-Argyle
Television in May. He is president of
Cornerstone Capital, Inc., a private
investment company, and a director
of the William Carter Company and
of the Public Health Institute—and
a trustee of Colby. He and his wife,
Carol, live in Mendham, N.J. . . . Lillian Waugh in West Virginia planned
to be in New England in mid-August
to visit her sisters, Laurie Waugh
Harris ’60 and Lucille Waugh, and
her daughter, who has launched a
teaching career at Needham (Mass.)
High School. Lillian still enjoys power
yoga in spite of a rotator cuff injury
and was looking forward to playing
golf with her husband, David, when
she gets better. . . . Barb Haines Chase
couldn’t attend the reunion because
the choir she and Bill ’62 are in had an
important rehearsal before their trip
to Scandinavia. (Mary Michelmore
Ackerman-Hayes and her husband,
Don, who also live in the Keene, N.H.,
area, will also go on the choir trip.)
Atop Cadillac Mountain they ran into
Roger and Nancy Reynolds Jensen,
who were on their way to the reunion.
Barb hopes people read about their
latest wonderful trip to Nepal, which
was in the 1962 class news column last
winter. Dian Emerson Sparling also
was on that trip, where they worked
for two weeks with a group treating
1,700 patients. Barb later worked in
the permanent Helping Hands clinic
in Kathmandu! . . . Susan Ferries
Moore, who did attend the reunion,
is having a great time as vice president
for Environmental Affairs at GeorgiaPacific and is kept busy with many environmental issues as the company has
a diverse line of products from toilet
paper to lumber. She and her husband,
Jack, together have six children and six
grandchildren, ages 7 to 1. They live
on the western shore of the Chesapeake Bay and enjoy a large vegetable
garden, which she says “could feed half
of Virginia.” She is thinking of retiring
next year and is looking forward to
traveling and getting to all the projects
44
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that have been on the shelf. . . . Nancy
(Judd ’61) and Peter Coughlan live in
Fairfax, Va., and have three sons and
four grandchildren. He retired from
a 20-year military career in the Air
Force in 1987 and then joined a consulting firm working with emergency
management personnel at all levels of
local, state, federal and foreign national
government. He retired from that job
in 2000. He and Nancy celebrated their
40th wedding anniversary in July with
a vacation to Maine, including a brief
stop at Colby, which neither had seen
for those same 40 years. . . . Al and
Rosemary Blankenship Hubbard
enjoy their children and grandchildren
“to the max” and recently celebrated
their 41st anniversary. Rosemary
wrote, “Al says to tell you we are semiretired (and semi-broke!).” Proud of
their ’49 Chevrolet and their two
Volvos with a total of 300,000 miles
on them, they also have a project helping preserve the culture and property
of farmers in the mountains of North
Carolina who are under pressure from
golf and ski developers to sell their
farms. Al is an environmental geologist
who works to preserve ground-water
quality in the industrial South (they
live in Charlotte, N.C.), and he enjoys
playing bluegrass guitar.
—Karen Forslund Falb

64 Reunion is mental exercise:
“Uh . . . ATO? . . . soccer?” . . . “Didn’t
you date my roommate?” “I remember
you were going to be a doctor?”; nostalgia: “Isn’t this the hill we tobogganed
down?” “I can hear Professor Geib in
this very room.” “Rocks! Where are all
those rocks I had to identify?”; wishful
thinking: “Where’s Bernie?” “I wish I
could have studied in these luxurious
labs!”; lying: “You haven’t changed a
bit!” (“Well, I recognized you, didn’t
I?”) Reunion is also a chance to see
how big the trees have grown, to see
how important the College considers
all its alums, to take some short classes
by various alums during the weekend
and hear Al Corey once again! See you
next June! . . . It was a treat to hear
from Sue Ellsworth this month. She
wrote, “I might mention my disappointment at not being mentioned in
the milestones as the oldest first-time
bride. Rich Feeley and I have been
married for three and a half years now,
and we even still like each other. He is
in international public health at BU,
and I am still attempting to teach
sixth graders their own language in
Lexington, Mass. Hope to see you at
the next reunion.” . . . Martha Far-

rington Mayo also checked in. “Why,
when we are supposed to be retired,
are we so busy?” she wrote. “My job
includes some lobbying, so I get to
keep an eye on my husband, who is a
state senator. In addition to that, I am
president of Maine Preservation and a
board member and chair of the design
committee of Main Street Bath. Our
cottage on Squirrel Island is a welcome
and therapeutic get-away. We try to
spend weekends there from mid-April
through October. This year, ice and
snow in the woods prevented water
hook up, so we had to settle for starting
in May! We look forward each year
to time with family and old friends.”
. . . Dorothy Thompson Herrin is
happy to report that she is retiring
from teaching: “So far my only plans
are to do some volunteer work in my
community, just things that I think I’ll
really enjoy, and never to go to Texas
in the summer again! (That is where
my two children and two grandchildren live.)”
—Sara Shaw Rhoades
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“Don’t plan to retire till they
throw me out,” says Neil Clipsham
from his home in N. Wales, Pa. Neil
and Jean travel extensively. He had a
double hip replacement last February
and says “it’s a little exciting at airport
security.” . . . A nice newsy letter from
Susan Mc Ginley says she’s not visited
Colby since our 25th, but she does a
“Hail, Colby, Hail” when she drives
by the campus. She’s designed her own
retirement home in Eddington, Maine,
which she shares with “Lightening’s
First Lady Love,” a scary looking
shepherd/wolf mix who is “kissy
sweet to all.” The home “has lots of
light and wood and incorporates old
barn doors, hens’ nests and table legs
from an old family homestead and is
eclectically decorated as only a theater
retiree can do. Have bear, moose and
lots of birds in my front yard.” She
spends her time trying to create a wild
flower garden, dabbling in small-town
politics and writing her first book, Love
in the North Woods (1894-1898). She’s
in touch with Jill Long, who has added
teaching to her administrative duties
at Bangor Mental Health Institute,
and with Marian Hale Fowler.
Susan would like to hear from Ginny
Marshall Cosbey, Peggy Hornaday
Rhoads and Nancy Eckel Bradley ’64.
(Your class correspondent would like to
hear from them, too!) . . . Nancy Barnett Fort has also resigned from the
Broken Pencil Club with a long letter
from her home in New Castle, N.H.

Nancy has four children, including Jeff
IV ’91. She divorced in ’92, moved to
Austin, Texas, in ’94 “along with the
multitude of exotic animals we raised
on our farm in Rye, N.H. Moved back
to N.H. in ’97 but kept Pigtail Farm,
a 500-acre ranch in Briggs, Texas,
where I raise mostly donkeys—with
my old potbellied pigs, two llamas, one
alpaca, our pet goats plus too many
peacocks and a lot of rattlesnakes,
armadillos, road runners, jackrabbits,
etc. We specialize in breeding spotted
standards, especially black and white,
which are so beautiful and flashy. Just
got into breeding mammoth donkeys
with a new herd of 24. Spotted or
white, donkeys are amazing animals,
lovable, smart, easy keepers—all 100
of them.” She can be found on the wait
staff summers on the river at Geno’s,
177 Mechanic Street, Portsmouth,
N.H. Otherwise, try the ranch or
New Castle, N.H., or Antigua. She
sees Frances Matteson Packard and
her husband. They have a tuna boat in
New Castle. Nancy would like to hear
from “Sunny, Bailey and all my old
DKE friends.” They could contact her
by e-mail (nancydonkey@aol.com) or
at the Spotted Donkey Co., 603-2354858, where you can purchase your
very own donkey. Are white mules
next? . . . Hail, Colby, Hail!
—Richard W. Bankart

66 The “overflow” news from

the summer column, with apologies
to those of you who had to wait so long
to get “published,” included summer
plans anticipated and we hope successfully achieved: Karen Riendeau
Remine was part of the Alumni College group meeting in Kinsale, Ireland,
in July. . . . Paula McNamara was
looking forward to running a gallery/
workshop on her summer island home
of Islesboro, Maine, where she was to
show the photography of her husband,
Jack McConnell, and other artists and
do writing, painting and photo workshops. . . . Peter Anderson’s summer
plans included being host to a group
of ’66 geology majors and a few other
Colby friends at his grandfather’s cabin
in a California canyon about four miles
from the San Andreas fault and seven
miles from the epicenter of the 1989
Loma Prieta earthquake—Shangri
La to a geology major, I suppose.
Peter and Elena continue to travel
extensively, regularly to see Elena’s
family in Argentina and recently to
the Andalusian province of Spain.
His professional life still revolves
around running Pacific Geotechnical

newsmakers
International Paper, the world’s largest paper and forest products company,
appointed Newland A. Lesko ’67 to the position of executive vice president. Lesko, who will implement company-wide manufacturing initiatives
and technology, has held several manufacturing and business assignments
of increasing responsibility since joining the company fresh out of college
in 1967  Peter M. Rouse ’68 prefers staying behind the scenes as chief
of staff, close confidant and right-hand man to Senate Minority Leader Tom
Daschle (D-S.D.) but not so far behind that the National Journal couldn’t
draw him out for a profile in its June article “Senate Leadership.”

Milestones
Deaths: Catherine Meader ’67, August 10, 2002, in Boston, Mass., at
57  Robert Brassil Savage ’68, June 1, 2001, in Virginia Beach, Va., at 55.

Engineering and its eight employees
and being an active member of Rotary
International. . . . Lou Friedler, a math
professor at Arcadia University (formerly Beaver College) in Glenside,
Pa., is one of the long-silent classmates
who responded to the class letter questionnaire. Thanks, Lou—I hope you’re
a trendsetter. . . . After many years as an
independent school college placement
counselor, Linda Mitchell Potter has
become a public school psychologist
in Woodstock, Vt., living in the Potters’ ski house temporarily. Husband
Lee ’67 continues to live and work in
Massachusetts during the week. Linda
is enjoying her very diverse clientele
but is working more hours than ever in
what was supposed to be her transition
to retirement. Taking care of her father
and enjoying her granddaughter leave
little free time for skiing. . . . Nice to
have an update on Terry Saunders
Lane and her family. Terry is director of the program department at
The Boston Foundation; husband
Jonathan is president of Icon Architecture. Justin, their photojournalist
son, received a Pulitzer Prize for
Photography in 2002 as part of The
New York Times team covering 9/11
and its aftermath in N.Y.C. Daughter
Diana is program coordinator for the
San Francisco Food Bank and working on her master’s in public policy
at Berkeley. An accomplished family!
. . . Debbie Chase e-mailed me from
Denver, Colo., where she has lived
for 30 years. Son Steve and daughter
Wendy and her four (soon-to-be five)
grandchildren also live there. Debbie
retired for a few years, then returned
to full-time work for Weight Watchers, a job she loves. . . . It’s always
hard to share sad news. Martha De
Cou Dick wrote that when Allen
and Janet Meyer Throop visited
Martha in Boulder, Colo., in May,
“Allen climbed the first Flatiron, a 5.4
technical ascent, in spite of having little
use of his hands. He was supported by

his son, Henry, and daughter, Heather,
and by friends. Unfortunately, Allen
is now living with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s
disease), diagnosed last December. His
additional plans include trips to Alaska
and Yellowstone and a reunion with
some Colby friends in California.”
Allen and Jan are part of the Peter
Anderson geology group mentioned
above. I know you all join me in sending
our love and thoughts to the Throops.
Remember, you can get any classmate’s
address and phone number from me.
. . . Elizabeth Hernberg Went loves
her new title of mother of the groomto-be. Her son, David, proposed to his
future bride on board a tall ship docked
in Newport, R.I. . . . After 37 years of
silence, Carl Floyd decided to send in
his news, although he credits his exwife, Judi David, with reporting news
of him earlier this year. Carl retired
a year ago from the Naval Undersea
Warfare Center in Newport, R.I.,
after a 35-year career mostly working on submarine periscopes, but he
continues to work part time as a contractor. He’s planning many trips in
his new tent camper. Daughter Lynne
continues to pursue her dream of a
singing career, and daughter Rebecca
will be married in August 2004. . . .
Peter Lax’s responses missed the class
letter deadline, but he reports that his
favorite book is Stupid White Men by
Michael Moore. He took a two-week
trip to Ireland to visit a son in Galway
and offers to lead Colby alums on the
trip if they need a consultant. He sends
special greetings to Allen Throop and
to Fran Finizio. . . . Another late but
welcome response came from Bill
Ingham of Seattle, who remembers
slipping on the ice in front of Onie’s
and would bring warmer clothes if he
could do his Colby years again! Congrats to Bill on his show of paintings
and the book signing about his work
at the Seattle gallery in September
2002. Books he recommends are Gallipoli by Alan Moorehead and Spies by

Michael Frayn. . . . As always, thanks
for your news.
—Meg Fallon Wheeler
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More classmates seem to be
planning retirements, celebrating the
college graduations of their children
(and financial freedom from “easy payment plans”) and traveling to the far
corners of the world. . . . She’s come
full circle and legally changed her name
back to Sandy Miller because, Sandy
says, it feels right! Flying to visit her
granddaughter in Florida, she sat in
a waiting area seat for a connecting
flight through Cincinnati, when the
person next to her said, “Sandy?”
It was Tom Saliba, on his way to
Italy via Cincinnati! “We had a
nice opportunity to catch up on 35
years,” Sandy wrote. “Fortunately, he
boarded first so he missed my Lucille
Ball-type impersonation when I
couldn’t produce my driver’s license
and emptied everything I had with me
on the floor.” Of course she found it
the minute she sat down in the plane.
But Sandy’s sister was diagnosed with
lung cancer, and she says, “I am trying
to be her daily support system from
afar, be there for her twin daughters
and support my elderly parents during
this painful period. I am very grateful
for everything that is good in my life
and happy that I can play this useful
role.” She misses her Colby friends
and says it’s too bad reunions are so far
apart! . . . Woody Berube had foot and
knee surgery over a six-week period last
fall, but unfortunately it didn’t alleviate the pain. His daughter, Breanne,
graduated in June from Rhode Island
School of Design and plans to give it
a go as a freelance graphic designer
in the Providence area. Like many
others whose children are finishing
with college, he’s looking forward to
her coming “off the payroll.” Woody
exchanges e-mails with Peter Swartz
’66 frequently, and he and Jeff Hannon
’68 stay in touch with what’s going on in
their lives. Woody says he grew out of
the sports car phase this year and now
happily drives an SUV, but his biggest
news is that his 60-year-old brother
was to be married for the first time in
August. “He and his ‘Berube-Wannabe’ wife-to-be haven’t done much
planning yet, but he has his annual
trips to Saratoga race track planned
a year in advance. So, if you see the
new SUV (license Plate SLVRBLIT)
bearing down the Mass Pike in June
and in August, flag me down.” Late in
June he and his wife, Connie, planned
to drive to Pigeon Forge, Tenn., for

Connie’s family reunion and some golf
for Woody, who says he’d like to hear
from anyone (ecberube@aol.com).
He and Connie live in Webster,
N.Y., where he still works for Xerox
and Connie works for an advertising
specialty company called Recognition
Experts. . . . When Gil Congdon’s
daughter, Brooke, graduated from
Colby in 2002, he says, “it was time
for me to put away my high school
math books and retire after 34 years of
teaching, coaching and athletic directing in Reading, Mass., Bethlehem,
N.H., and Manchester-By-The-Sea,
Mass. I guess I’ve had around 25 of my
students go to Colby. I left the math
teaching to my oldest son, Peter, at
Matignon High School in Cambridge,
Mass., and to Brooke at Andover High
School and took the trip of my dreams
with my wife, Pamela, to New Zealand,
Australia and Hawaii in the summer.”
Back home, he joined the Bentley College faculty as an adjunct mathematics
professor working with freshmen and
looked forward to returning in the fall.
He also joined a country club, where
he was “working hard at lowering
my embarrassingly high handicap,”
he says, hoping someday to be close
to Woody Berube’s three handicap.
“Hiking and playing bridge regularly
and occasionally singing in the community chorus help me pass the seven
Saturdays in the week.” . . . Joanna
Snyder Richardson is now associate
director, information access services at
Bond University Library (Australia).
She is still competing in Appaloosa
Native Heritage Classes, was reserve
champion at the Australian National
Show and has an Appaloosa filly in the
U.S. that recently won a world championship title in Fort Worth in Yearling
Longeline! . . . Larry Sears, a teacher,
completed his second master’s in counseling in May 2002 at the University
of Texas at El Paso. The mayor of El
Paso appointed him to the city/county
board of health as the “consumer representative.” Last summer, while on a
seven-day cycle trip through central
Nova Scotia, Larry spent time with
Dick Hunnewell and his family.
Dick’s son Josh will graduate from
Colby in ’04. . . . Chuck Levin’s son
Jonathan ’97 passed the Massachusetts bar exam and was sworn in as a
lawyer in December 2002. They are
now practicing together in Needham,
Mass., and changed the firm name to
Levin Law Office. Jon was to marry
Elizabeth Aloupis in June. . . . Telecom
consultant Phil Kay works from home
on West Beach in Beverly Farms, Mass.
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He sends an open invitation to anyone
in the area to stop by for a boat ride,
day on the beach or whatever. He
continues to enjoy traveling worldwide speaking on sales effectiveness
with Holden International, with
trips to London and Tokyo planned
this summer. He recently returned
from Ft. Lauderdale (and took time
to boat up the inland waterway) and
Portland, Ore. (with time to ski Mt.
Hood and hike around the gorge).
Phil says, “The highlight of last year
was daughter Debbie graduating from
UPenn. HOOORAAY.” . . . Keep the
e-mails coming!
—Robert Gracia and Judy Gerrie Heine
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I was delighted to be
appointed as your next class correspondent (honest!). Many thanks to
Nancy Dodge Bryan for the great
job she did during her term. I will
try to follow her excellent example.
The big event of course was our
35th reunion in June. About 20 of
us started off reunion by having
dinner on Thursday night in Portland
at Walter’s Cafe, which was wonderful. There was also a cruise on Casco
Bay Friday morning, which a number
took advantage of. For those who keep
score, 42 members of the Class of ’68
registered, plus five Colby spouses
and/or ’68 classmates who graduated
with other classes, plus other spouses,
children and significant others. We had
a gorgeous sunny day on Friday and
partly cloudy but mostly rain-free
days Saturday and Sunday, a minor
miracle in our soggy spring. The
award for most heroic travel goes to
Ted Allison, who rode his motorcycle
from Seattle to Waterville, stopping
only to pick up his 16-year-old son,
Jake, a hockey player, in Minnesota
on the way. (Did I mention that Ted’s
son is a hockey player?) At the Awards
Banquet, outgoing class president Art
Brennan received a Colby Brick and
Joe Boulos received the Distinguished
Alumnus Award. The ’68 tables were
understandably rowdy in cheering
for Art and Joe. Congratulations,
guys, and thanks, Art, for a great job
as class president. Our new president
is Steve Ford and vice president is Jeff
Lathrop, both Zetes, I might add, as
well as yours truly (just a coincidence,
folks, not a coup). I brought my son,
Adam, to reunion and dragged him all
around the campus, telling him Colby
stories and trivia until his eyes glazed
over. We also visited a certain college
in Brunswick. Another West Coast
resident, Ted Bromfield, who jour-
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neyed to reunion all the way from San
Diego (not on a motorcycle), recently
appeared on the front page of the San
Diego County Bar Association magazine and was profiled as one of the
leading environmental attorneys in
San Diego. Ted moved to San Diego
directly after Colby and has been there
for the past 35 years, protecting its
magnificent beaches and marine life
from pollution. One of the highlights
of the weekend was our class reception
and reunion dinner in the Schupf art
gallery. I sat next to Dick Fraser, who
now lives in Greenwich, Conn., with
his wife and three children. Dick went
to Amos Tuck at Dartmouth for his
M.B.A. after graduating from Colby
and now is president of Ingram Todd,
Inc., a mergers and acquisitions firm in
Greenwich. He was horrified to find
out that I had become class correspondent—this after telling me several of
his Colby stories. (Don’t worry,
Dick, your secrets are safe with me.)
I wish I had room to list the names of
everyone who came to reunion; it was
great to see you all, even if we’re all
just a little bit older. Let’s not wait 10
or 15 years to get together again. . . .
On a final note, the Sanford (Maine)
News reports that Peter Swett was
engaged to marry Jacqueline Ann
Taylor on June 21. Peter is the owner of
Doughty Falls Photography in North
Berwick. Congratulations and best
wishes to you both.
—Peter Jost
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Gary Burfoot, a semi-retired
attorney in Connecticut, ran in the
2003 Boston Marathon with his
brother, Amby, the 1968 Boston
Marathon winner. They ran with
various other family members. . . .
Michael Moschos lives in London
with his family. His daughter, Ellie, is
graduating this year from the Chelsea
School of Art and Design, and his son,
Stamos, is a first-year history student
at University College, London. Mike
reports that he and wife Despina
recently took a brief sailing holiday
in the Aegean Islands. . . . Jerome
Layman enjoyed skiing with Paul
and Jane Hight Edmunds during
the winter of 2000. He disclosed that
Paul has a new bionic knee. At the
time Jerome wrote to me, he had just
returned from a week in the Cayman
Islands with his daughter and five of
her 17-year-old girlfriends. He had
heard from Larie Trippet. . . . Chip
Altholz wrote that he and his wife,
Linda, were in the process of remodeling their home. He was planning to

Why leave a bequest
to someone you have
never met?

Bequests to Colby by many hundreds, if not
thousands, of alumni and friends have helped
generations of students in the past and will
continue to do so in the future.
Bequests have been the foundation of the
endowment and transformed the campus
for the future.
Your bequest to Colby, no matter the size,
will have a lasting impact on the College and
generations of students you will never meet.

For information on how to include Colby in your
will or trust, please contact Steve Greaves or
Sue Cook in the Planned Giving Office at Colby.
1-800-809-0103 or plangift@colby.edu

produce two CDs over the summer
and was opening an office in L.A.
although continuing to live in Highland Park, Ill. He would love to hear
from Jim Peterson. . . . Ann Lyle
Rethlefsen received a doctor of education in leadership from Saint Mary’s
University of Minnesota in June. She
teaches on special assignment from
the Winona Area Public Schools at
Winona State University, where she
was to begin her fourth year as a professor of education methods courses.
Ann had been in touch with David
’70 and Carrie Horsley Durkin. . . .
Jon Stone’s home-building company
in Florida was purchased by a public
company, BMHC, which builds about
6,000 houses per year in Florida. Jon’s
youngest son, previously reported as
6'5" and 270, was second string defensive end this past year as a sophomore
at UVA. . . . Rob Wilson and his wife,
Marion, are living in North Hatfield,
Mass. Rob, who is director of the Veterans Education Project in Amherst,
was featured last April in a personal
profile in the Daily Hampshire Gazette.
. . . Thanks for keeping those updates
coming!
—Nancy Neckes Dumart
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Delinquent I have been! To
atone, I will cram every bit of news I
can into this column. . . . Dee FitzGerald Sockbeson, wife of tribal
attorney Henry ’73 (son Henry goes to
Worcester Polytechnic Institute), has
resumed part-time work as a librarian
near their home in Connecticut. Henry
represents the Mashantucket Pequot
Tribe, which owns Foxwoods Resort
Casino. Last year was a big travel
year for the Sockbesons, including a
trip to D.C., where they saw Colby
friends, the Scimonellis. . . . Also in
Connecticut, Bob Brown (two children in college) is in his 30th year of
teaching world history, Russian and
Middle Eastern history at Southington High School. His work includes
many foreign excursions with students
(over 20 trips to Europe and Russia)
and many student exchanges. He also
recently co-chaired a state-wide state
teacher’s union task force on drug and
alcohol abuse by students. Not too long
ago he saw Bill Johnson and also Al
Levine ’71 and Bill Simons ’71—all at
a SABR baseball convention in Boston.
. . . Kathleen Otterson Cintavey
(daughter at Lehigh University and
son a Colby ’97 graduate who as a
lieutenant in the Navy was in Operation Enduring Freedom) is the director of curriculum and instruction for

an Ohio school system and also an
adjunct professor. . . . “To continue
the terrific time we had at the 30th
reunion,” Susan Benjamin Griffin
says of meeting Anne Emerson and
Steve Sullivan at Anne’s home in
Brattleboro, Vt., for a weekend last fall.
“Steve’s fitness campaign has him looking terrific, and Anne was in fine form
as a result of maintaining her lovely
country home and keeping up with her
very athletic daughter and their many
resident animals.” Anne took the three
of them on a tour of lower Vermont,
“and all this was capped off by a late,
rainy day lunch reminiscent of our
times spent in France and a market
stop to buy the biggest pumpkin we
could haul home—30-plus pounds!
We laughed remembering how D.G.’s
little orange tree had sufficed at 5 rue
Segrais and all the fun we had there
on our fabulous junior year abroad!”
. . . Approximately 100 Boston high
school students spent the summer in
full-time, paid positions at FleetBoston
Financial as part of Boston’s Summer
Jobs Program. Said Anne O’Hanian
Szostak, FleetBoston Financial’s
executive vice president and managing director of human resources and
diversity, “Fleet is proud to be providing Boston’s students with summer
jobs. Young people who are given an
opportunity to apply knowledge and
skills, relating academic subjects to
the workplace, learn the value and
dignity that comes from a job and
become valuable citizens within their
community.” Approximately 15 students spent 90 minutes each workday
for six weeks in on-site classrooms,
being prepared for the Massachusetts
Comprehensive Assessment System by
Boston high school teachers. . . . The
end of this year will begin a new chapter for Nancy Round Haley (oldest
daughter at the University of Rhode
Island studying biomedical engineering). A 30-year career at the Rhode
Island Department of Health Forensic
Toxicology Laboratory will make way
for retirement! (And thank you, Nancy,
for presenting at our 30th in regards to
your profession in forensics.) Meanwhile, the Haleys have traveled far
and wide during the past year—Captiva Island, Fla., for a family reunion,
Germany to visit her daughter doing
her fourth college year abroad at the
University of Braunschweig (and to ski
the Alps!) and the Dominican Republic. Nancy reminds us all of a motto
she tries to live by: “Live well, Laugh
often, Love much!” . . . Bill Alfond
e-mailed: “Have retired after 30 years

with Dexter Shoe Company. Looking forward to spending more time
in Maine giving more time to Colby
trustee duties. One of my children,
Kenden, spent a couple years working in education and this fall [2002]
has returned to get her master’s in
Boulder, Colo., in art therapy.”. . .
Here in Rockville, Md., I too have a
child of college age (oldest son at the
University of Colorado-Boulder). As
our children leave the nest, I’m sure
most of us would agree that life’s pace
does not slow down. I, in particular,
keep “running” with my second son (a
junior in high school), my wonderful
job at a local private school, keeping
up with the maintenance on my pretty
old home . . . and staring at the lists of
all the other things I should be doing as
well! Best wishes to all of you.
—Janet Holm Gerber
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I was disappointed that I was
unable to attend our 30th reunion, and
I hear that those who did enjoyed the
weekend immensely. I haven’t yet heard
all the details, but the early reports say
the Class of ’73 was housed in what is
now called the West Quad (Robins,
Chaplin and Pepper), which now
features separate women’s and men’s
bathrooms. Alex Wilson did a fine job
at the reunion dinner reviewing The
10 Best Things About Being Over 50
(I am really sorry I missed that!) and
introducing Professor Morrione, who
spoke about what Colby was like in
the 1970s. Merrilee Bonney won the
prize for coming the longest distance as
she traveled from Amsterdam. Lloyd
Benson, Lisa Kehler Bubar, Debbie
Mael-Mandino, John Krasnavage
and Carol Chalker McDowell recreated a familiar scene, playing bridge
into the wee hours of the morning.
And thanks to Robert E. Diamond
Jr., the Class of ’73 took top honors
in donations. Bob contributed $6 million to the College! Since arriving in
London seven years ago, Bob has
become head of Barclays Capital and
Barclays Global Investors. According
to a May 2003 interview that ran in
The London Times, Bob is reputed to
be one of London’s highest paid bankers—and his office in London’s Canary
Row features a framed cover of an issue
of Colby magazine. Congratulations,
Bob, on your success and many thanks
for your generosity to our well-loved
alma mater. . . . Gary Lawless has been
awarded a Martin Dibner Memorial
Fellowship in poetry. Co-owner of
Gulf of Maine Books in Brunswick
and publisher of Blackberry Books,

1970s Correspondents
1970
Brenda Hess Jordan
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1971
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1975
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1976
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he has published numerous collections of poems and has read his work
at poetry festivals and readings in the
U.S. and Europe.
—Jackie Nienaber Appeldorn

74 I am still catching up! Doug ’73

and Cheryl Booker Gorman visited
us while skiing and looking at Colorado College with their son, Bobby,
and daughter, Katie. By coincidence,
Twila Purvis Sehnert’s husband, Russ
’75, was taking their son Will to look
at CC the same day. So we had a mini
reunion over dinner and let the kids
marvel at all the parental reminiscing.
Twila and Russ live in New Jersey,
and their oldest son, Steen, attends
Colby. . . . Gay Peterson’s son, Anders
Wood, is also at Colby, a member of
the Class of 2007, while Gay’s daughter
is a freshman in Farmington, Maine.
Gay is still with L.L. Bean, and her

husband, Rob, continues to coordinate
the adult ed program in Portland. . . .
Checking in after 30 years is Henry
Schea, who lives in Delaware with
his wife of 23 years, Lisa. They have
home schooled their five sons. Henry
works in Philly at a biotech firm that
is developing cancer vaccines against
melanoma and ovarian cancers. He has
been in the field for 20 years, which has
been exciting. His big 50 highlight was
a trip to Paris and Lyon with Lisa. . . .
Robin Hamill-Ruth is still running
the Pain Management Center at UVA.
Her four oldest kids are college age
or just beyond, but the two younger
ones still need all that parental attention. Robin coaches 7- to 11-year-old
baseball and enjoys it despite her Colby
IFL experience! Robin and her husband, Roger, bought 22 acres and a
cabin on Calf Mt., where they escape
to enjoy sunsets over the West Virginia

mountains. . . . Russell Harris has
owned and operated Harris Appraisal
Service in Reading, Mass., since 1994.
Prior to that he was a residential and
commercial appraiser for several companies. He is now a member of the
National Trust for Historic Preservation. . . . Judy Sidell Westerlund emails from Sweden, where her second
child, Annika, just graduated from high
school, participating in the Swedish
post-ceremony tradition of running
out of school, jumping on decorated
trucks and driving through the town,
blaring music. . . Jeff Barske writes
that he has left the banking industry
and is considering new career options.
Meanwhile he is finishing a six-year
term as vice chairman of the board of
education and continues to be active
in the Lions Historical Society. Recreation takes the form of horses, a
camper and travel. London, Wales

and Anchorage were all on the itinerary this past year. . . . Russell Wahl
sent news that he has been teaching in
Idaho for the past 18 years but was to
teach at Harvard this summer. He was
looking forward to being back in New
England. . . . Candace Burnett was a
2002 Educator of Excellence in New
York state and was honored at the English Council’s conference in Albany.
She has taught communication arts,
social studies and Latin in N.Y.C. for
12 years. She shared Martha Bernard
Welsh’s big birthday and reports that
Martha is still the dynamic individual
she met in Foss in 1970. . . . I still have
some news left for next time, including
word of a 50th birthday/Colby reunion
that 13 Colbyites had in Wisconsin in
May. Stay tuned.
—Robin Sweeney Peabody

75 Joe Casey writes that he is alive

curtis johnson ’75
Knowing the Drill

Not everyone’s courageous enough to earn a
living inside a prison, especially when you’re up
to your elbows in scalpels, drills and other sharp
instruments. But Dr. Curtis Johnson ’75 has done it
for nearly 20 years.
Johnson, who was raised in New York, worked as a dentist and situation controller for the maximum security Sing Sing Correctional Facility
in Ossining, N.Y. Other than a particular affinity for small spaces in
which to maneuver his dental tools, Johnson’s multidimensional job as a
dentist and a prison situation controller requires an acute sixth sense of
sorts—to look, listen and feel the temper of the facility.
The training for a situation controller certificate comprises a twoweek intensive training course that teaches a gamut of negotiation and
communication techniques as well as tools to detect potentially harmful behavior patterns. Though the training is critical for acquiring
basic hostage negotiation techniques, the real rush comes
during those adrenaline-filled moments inside the prison
when controlling the situation is the only barrier to preventing violent escalation.
“I practiced dentistry, but while I worked I was always
listening, watching and feeling the mood inside the building.
If there’s going to be a riot, it’s much better to know it
before it takes place than after. My eyes and ears
were always open,” Johnson said. Translation:Johnson helped to keep the peace as well as
assist in the preservation of an inmate’s health.
Johnson stumbled into a job with state corrections just after graduation from the School
of Medicine at the State University of New York
at Buffalo. He’d heard of an opening from his
godmother, who also worked inside the prison
system, and a part-time job with Sing Sing
quickly expanded into full time—and then some.
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In addition to a 40-hour week at Sing Sing, Johnson, the father of two
girls, Janine, 12, and Jasmine, 8, also juggled running his private practice in Queens, N.Y. Weekends were a much-needed respite. Despite
the schedule, Johnson was able to hone the time management skills
he first acquired as a philosophy major and biology minor at Colby and
apply them towards his family and work life alike.
Since childhood, Johnson had wanted to become a dentist, but he
never imagined applying the majority of his time and dental skills for
so long in a prison. The unique combination of dentistry and situation
controller training, however, has yielded interesting results for Johnson—a keen ability to “see” the truth. In fact, one might call him a
human polygraph test. “I can look at their [Johnson’s patients’] eyes,
body movements and expressions to see if they’re telling me the truth,”
Johnson said. Nothing slips by him.
But the job has taken its toll. Johnson didn’t always feel he could be
himself when working within his own set of iron bars. The absence
of personality that was required of him as a prison dentist simply
wasn’t fulfilling anymore, and that’s one of the reasons he
recently decided to bid adieu to state corrections and concentrate on his private practice in
Queens. “You have to become a different person;
you can’t always be the same friendly guy, and
that in and of itself makes it difficult to be yourself. That challenge begins to run its course over
the years,” he said.
Johnson anticipates a rejuvenation phase of
sorts once he fully integrates himself back into
private practice. “I really get a kick out of what I
do. I have a ball meeting people, and I feel like
it’s almost new to me again because I’ve been
doing the prison stuff for so long,” Johnson said.
—Sara Blask ’03

and doing fine, happily married with
two daughters in their early teens. He
works for himself as an actuary, despite
being “underwhelmed by the adults in
this world.” Good thing he’s not talking
about us. Joe also laments that he is out
of the Colby loop, managing a oncea-year conversation with Ed Decker
and Don Buckley. . . . Charley Bolger
is also lamenting the diminishment of
that old Colby magic. He couldn’t convince his daughter to become a Mule.
She’s opted for Middlebury, where she
planned to play soccer this fall, but
Charley still will sit on the Colby side
when the two schools square off. In
the meantime he planned to compete
in a couple of rollerblade marathons
during the summer, hoping just to
survive. . . . Andrea Ward Antone
reports that this has been a year of
milestones. Aside from Father Time
bestowing a certain round number on
her, she also saw her first child graduate from college. But she says that she
never thought it would feel so good to
have a child leave the nest. . . . Carol
Peabody Hardy is still working for
UNUMProvident, 23 years and counting. Her current position is as project
manager. Her husband is still working in special education. Their oldest
daughter, Jess, started her junior year at
Colby this fall. Younger daughter Allie
is a high school senior and beginning
the college search process. Carol still
manages to spend a bit of time with
Colby friends in the Portland area. . . .
Arthur Levering invites everyone to
visit him at his Web site, coincidentally
enough arthurlevering.com. Art has
put together quite a satisfying career
in music, and the Web site does more
justice to it than I can do here. . . .
Susie Gearhart Wuest has been in
Boca Raton, Fla., for almost two years
now, after her husband, Paul, took a
new job. While she thought it would
be interesting to start a new life in a
new place, she says that it has been a
slow adjustment and that she may never
get used to the summer weather. But
at least the Florida weather is good
for one thing—year-round outdoor
exercise. She also recently saw her
daughter, Karen, graduate from the
University of Pittsburgh. Her son,
Eric, is a senior at the University
of Michigan this fall. . . . Carol
Majdalany Williams’s daughter,
Carla, is a boarding student at Hotchkiss this year, but Carol said she was
already suffering withdrawal symptoms last spring. (There is a definite
trend this issue. We are hearing more
about what the kids are doing than what

we’re doing. Come on, Mules, we’re
only 50!) Actually, Carol does have a
personal achievement to report. She
has been ice dancing on and off ever
since college and recently passed an
ice dancing test after several attempts
with a Ukrainian partner who is ranked
fifth in the world. . . . I hope you all
had a great summer. As you read this,
school is back in session, but the living
is still easy.
—Bruce Young
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Kim Koza Harris wrote to say
that she has been enjoying teaching
full time as an assistant professor of
English at Central College. Her two
younger children are in middle school,
and her older son attends Macalester
College in St. Paul, Minn. . . . Melissa
Day Vokey now works at the Massachusetts Audubon Society Joppa Flats
Education Center in Newburyport,
managing the center and organizing
volunteers as well as learning about
birds. Her children are now mostly
out of the nest, so she welcomes the
chance to deal with job-related excitement. . . . William Silverman adds to
his previous one-line announcement of
good news on the job (he was elected to
the board of governors of the American
College of Gastroenterology) that his
passions are still photography, crosscountry skiing and his family. He is
hoping to hear from Mitch Brown. . . .
Lisa Wolman Haber, who missed two
big class reunions due to unavoidable
conflicts and hopes for better luck in
the timing of our 30th, has been kept
very busy with her own travel agency
in Baltimore. Due to the nature of her
work, though, she and her husband
travel frequently, and she has a long list
of interesting destinations she has been
to recently or plans to visit in the near
future. Anyone who has queries about
travel should definitely contact Lisa!
For spare time activities the Habers
are politically active and participate in
a national Bichon Frise (dog) rescue
group. Lisa hopes to hear from many
of her friends and mentions a few by
name: Barbie Brennan Silanno,
Mary Mabon Colonna, Nancy
Gervais Finnegan, Margie GingrasAllen, Courtenay O’Bryan, Edith
Metcalf Gingras, Sue Hannigen,
Janet Breslin Gilmartin, Barbara
Bowers Palten, Lynn Thommen
and Martin Lobkowicz ’77. . . . Once
again, I have news of several classmates
through Ann Dunlap Lebourdais.
She reports that Lynn Leavitt Marrison is teaching first grade now, after
having been director and pre-school

teacher for 13 years; Becca Hushing McCole is taking a little time
off to participate in the life of her
10-year-old; Hank (Alan) Jackson
and Shelly Roberts both attended
a celebration of Roland and Adele
D’Amico Martel’s 25th wedding
anniversary; Janet (Santry ’78) and
Scott Houser are frequently seen at
North Yarmouth Academy functions,
as both they and the Lebourdaises have
daughters attending there. Last fall,
Ann’s husband, Peter, and the family of
Jennifer Frutchy Ford participated in
the Head of the Charles (river) rowing
competition. Jennifer and her daughter competed together and were the
oldest-and-youngest team in the race.
As soon as their clothes were dry from
the race, Ann and Peter headed off to
Florence to visit their son, who was
studying there, and to enjoy all that
Italy could offer in their limited time.
. . . Please let us hear from you. We
do not require that your life be full of
earthshaking excitement. Just tell us
what you do day to day.
—Jane Souza Dingman

77

Some of you who read this
column in the spring 2003 issue of
the magazine may be wondering,
“Did our class correspondent change
his name to Todd, finally take Frank
Zappa’s advice and move to Montana
to become a dental floss tycoon?”
Well, for those few of you who care,
the editors printed an incorrect name
and address for your barely qualified
correspondent. (Maybe they can get
jobs at The New York Times, since I hear
the paper has several openings.) While
I have used an alias in the past, my real
name is still Mark, and I continue to
live in the Granite State, otherwise
known as New Hampshire. This
spring, New Hampshire’s enduring
granite symbol, the Old Man of the
Mountain, lost part of its nose and chin
in a landslide. The geologic formation now bears an eerie resemblance to
Michael Jackson, the self-proclaimed
“King of Pop.” Perhaps New Hampshire should now be known as “the
Too-Much-Plastic-Surgery State.”
Speaking of New Hampshire, I was
surprised to learn that Mona Pinette
is a neighbor. She lives next door in
Exeter, N.H., and I have offered to
stop by for a visit. For some reason,
however, she refuses to give me her
exact address. Mona reports that she
has recently taken a position as vice
president of marketing for Image
Stream Medical, a medical device
and software company. She says it is a

new industry for her, and she is excited
about the learning opportunity. Her
husband, Brendan DuBois, is an author
and has written a new book that was
published in June. The novel, a thriller
called Betrayed, has received some very
good reviews. Brendan has also written
a series of novels that take place in my
little hometown of Hampton. Mona
promises that her husband’s next novel
in the series will contain a character
based on me (she said something about
the plot including a village idiot).
Mona writes that she recently heard
from Patti Stoll. Patti ran again this
year in the Boston Marathon, raising
about $13,000 for juvenile arthritis.
Her son, Gabe, joined her in the
race for the last three miles. Patti’s
accomplishments and commitment
to a great cause are admirable. . . .
Joanne Karlin Giudicelli sent me a
note full of interesting stuff. Joanne
lives in Redwood City, Calif., and
is a founder of CornerStone Search
Group, an executive search firm. She
earned an M.B.A. from the University
of California at Berkeley and is writing a book that will help companies
understand the search process from
beginning to end. Joanne claims that
her book is nothing short of a miracle,
since English was her worst subject
at Colby. She has three sons (and a
husband, too), plays tennis regularly
and is training for a marathon. I’m
exhausted just writing about her. One
of her sons is a senior at the University
of Colorado and another is a senior at
San Diego State. Her youngest son
is in high school, plays on a nationally ranked soccer team and has been
invited to try out for the California
state team. Believe it or not, Joanne
also finds time to raise dogs for the
Guide Dogs for the Blind organization. I could have used one of her dogs
after several KDR all-campus parties
to help me find my room. Joanne’s
life certainly sounds rewarding (and
busy). . . . Jerry and Ligia Campana
Chadwick sent word that Jerry got his
M.B.A. and that Ligia started a Spanish department at the private middle
school where their kids attended. Son
Christopher is a junior in college, and
daughter Elizabeth is a sophomore in
high school. Congratulations are also
due, because they celebrated their 25th
wedding anniversary last December.
They’ve been together almost as long
as Mick and Keith. . . . Spencer Aitel
is living in South China (Maine, not
the People’s Republic), and is co-owner
of the wonderfully named Two Loons
Dairy Farm. Spencer is an organic dairy
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farmer and was recently featured in an
article in his local paper. The article
discussed his environmentally safe
farming methods and his innovative
ways of protecting his crops from wild
turkey and other game, without harming the animals. I’ve always enjoyed
Wild Turkey myself, preferably on the
rocks with a splash of soda. The article
ran a picture of Spencer, and he looks
great. No sign of Mr. Haney or Arnold
in the photo, however. . . . Please keep
the news coming, so that I don’t have
to telephone you late at night when
I’m up against the deadline.
— Mark Lyons

78 As we write, it’s only a week ago

we were back at Colby for our 25th
reunion, and what a great turnout we
had! The festivities began Thursday
night with 25 intrepid souls heading
out on a lobster boat in the fog to
circle Louds Island. They finished the
evening off with a clambake at Camp
Kieve. Friday’s activities included
fishing and golf before heading to
Waterville. About 145 of us returned
to find the campus looking far better
than it did when we were there, the
dorms much more luxurious than when
we were there but the spirit of the place
much the same as when we were there.
In between lectures given by alumni,
lobster bakes, cocktails with President
Bro Adams and a terrific concert by
Jerry Jeff Walker, there was plenty
of time to explore the renovated art
museum, field house and library and
to catch up with classmates and professors. We were fortunate to have Charlie Bassett and Sandy Maisel speak at
our class dinner. It was nice to see that
some things never change. Thank you
to Susan Gernert Adams, Jane Brox
and Gerry Boyle for volunteering to
give lectures on their work. Thanks
also go to John Devine (our class
was in a newer dorm), Sandy Buck for
five years as president and for organizing the weekend, Peter SchmidtFellner and Jeff Wheeler for the
great Hawaiian shirts (it was hard to
miss the Class of ’78!) and others for
working behind the scenes to make
the weekend such a success. Jim Cook
was among the alumni honored during
the weekend as he was awarded the
Outstanding Educator Award, which
recognizes an alum “who has demonstrated exceptional distinction in the
classroom.” Jim is currently teaching
fifth grade in Norridgewock, Maine,
where he has been since 1994. . . . Al
Sheehy writes that he’s happily married to Susan Levine (“second time
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newsmakers
Ruth-Marie Griswold Fincher ’72,
professor of medicine and vice dean for
academic affairs at the Medical College
of Georgia School of Medicine, was
elected to a four-year term as governor
of the Georgia chapter of the American College of Physicians (ACP), the
nation’s largest medical specialty society. Board certified in internal medicine
and chair of many committees of the
National Board of Medical Examiners,
she also serves on the national ACP
Ruth-Marie Fincher ’72
Board of Governors  Maine state
auditor Gail Chase ’74 last spring flagged $18.9 million in unaccounted-for federal funds at Maine’s Department of Human Services.
How DHS disbursed the money remains unclear because the agency’s bookkeeping is “convoluted,” several newspaper reported. “You
can’t make a good decision on how you spend your money,” Chase
said, “if you don’t know what you’ve got in your checkbook”  The
New York Times, exploring the rise in quality and status of high school
musicals, featured John Orefice ’75, an English teacher at Pelham
Memorial High School in Pelham, N.Y. The expertise of directors,
professionals who volunteer their time, vocal training and courses in
dance, drama and choreography are behind Broadway-style productions put on by Orefice and others  Hussey Seating Co., of North
Berwick, Maine, was named the Gannett Family Business of the
Year in the large business category at the annual awards dinner of
the Institute for Family-Owned Businesses. The award recognizes
business-owning families that demonstrate creativity and diligence
in ensuring their company’s vitality and continuity while maintaining ties with their communities and stakeholders. Several members
of the Hussey family are involved with the firm, including company
CEO Timothy B. Hussey ’78.

Milestones
Deaths: Anthony G. Kalinowski ’74, April 5, 2003, in Massachusetts, at 50.
is the charm”) and father of Mike, a
sophomore at South Portland (Maine)
High School who is involved in both
the school band and a punk band
outside of school. Their household
also includes Thatcher, a nearly
12-year-old shepherd-Doberman
mix, and George, Leo, Megan and
Franklin, cats whose ages range from
4 to 14. Al earned a master’s in public
policy at the Muskie School at USM
in 1993 and has been employed at the
Muskie School ever since, specializing
in child welfare and juvenile justice
research. Susan is a master’s-level social
worker who runs a group home for
girls involved with the Maine Department of Corrections in South Portland.
. . . Michele Rolfson Steer Mann,
branch manager of Bangor Savings
Bank in Castine, was recently promoted to assistant vice president. She
lives in Castine with her husband, Joel,
and her 8-year-old daughter, Sotherd

Kell Steer. Since graduating, Michele
has been involved in marketing, public
relations, language instruction, concert promotions and commercial
acting and modeling. She is a member
of the nonprofit organization Project
Troubadour, performers who travel
to third-world countries. . . . Charlie
Beckett will be moving from Maine
to Philadelphia and returning to the
paper industry. He promised to recruit
a larger number of Lambda Chi’s for
the next reunion. . . . Pat and Joan
Vicario Sweeney are living in New
Hampshire, where Joan teaches
math at Waterville Valley Academy.
They have been frequent visitors to
Colby since their daughter, Katie, is a
senior. Their younger son, Brian, is a
senior at Holderness this fall. . . . Thank
you to Bob Woodbury for writing this
column for the past several years. We
hope to do as good a job! Please send
any class news to either of us so we can

include it in the next issue.
—Janet Santry Houser and Lea
Jackson Morrissey
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After Colby, Sigurd Winslow
worked in Boston in survey research
data management and as a certified
Microsoft network engineer. Sigurd
has returned home to live in Orleans,
Mass., and enjoys the high quality
of life on Cape Cod. He works as a
carpenter and contractor remodeling homes, has reconnected with old
friends, is involved with environmental
testing of Cape waters and in his spare
time says he enjoys being a “computer
geek.”. . . Congrats to Brian Neligan
and wife Elizabeth on the birth of their
first child, Margot Kellogg Neligan,
born in May. . . . Janet Thacher Silva
has her master’s degree from UNH
and was a middle school teacher for
15 years. She is the office manager for
Silvamart Incorporated, a family business of convenience stores launched in
1995. Janet lives in Amherst, N.H.,
with her husband and two daughters,
ages 8 and 10. Recently she traveled
to Costa Rica, where she had a canopy
tour in a tropical forest, went horseback riding and visited with iguanas
and monkeys. . . . Jan Follansbee
Binda, her husband, Charlie, and
daughter Julia, 11, live in Stoneham,
Mass. Jan works in public affairs and
community relations at Sun Microsystems in Burlington, Mass. . . .
Cindy Wigley Domack has been a
geology professor for 18 years at
Hamilton College in upstate New
York, where she teaches paleontology, ocean science and meteorology.
Cindy has been undergoing treatment
for a rare autoimmune disease for six
years. . . . Fred Madeira and his wife,
Trish, celebrated their 15th wedding
anniversary in May. Their lives in the
Portland, Maine, area revolve around
family, with their parents living nearby
and sons, John, 11, and Nathan, 8, busy
with skiing, competitive swimming,
soccer and baseball. After a 15-year
hiatus, Fred returned to sailing with
the purchase of a 1985 Sabre 38 for
cruising the Maine coast. He is the
VP/GM for relationship management
at Wright Express, a company that has
had tremendous growth in the last 10
years. He regularly sees Jay Moody,
Dan O’Halloran, Chris Bradley ’78,
Tim Hussey ’78, Geoff Emanuel ’79,
Charlie Hurd ’78 and Bob Kellogg
’79 in the Portland area or at Sugarloaf. . . . Diana Small Snow has an
M.B.A. from Boston University and

is working at a real estate management company in Brookline, Mass.
She is three years out from treatment
for cancer. Diana and her husband,
Rich, traveled to France in ’02, visiting
Paris, Mt. Saint Michel and the coast
near Normandy. . . . Caroline Weeks
DiProspero teaches second grade in
Oakville, Conn. She has her master’s in
education with a specialty in remedial
reading. Daughter Chelsea is 16 and
on her high school tennis team. They
enjoyed a break from New England’s
winter with an April vacation at a tennis
resort in Florida. Caroline keeps in
touch with Kay Lavoie ’79, who is
a librarian in Colorado. . . . Becky
Brunner-Peters e-mailed from her
home near Zurich, Switzerland. She
was recently promoted to VP for U.S.
law at Credit Suisse. Daughter Nicole,
a second grader, is bilingual EnglishGerman and plays soccer. Becky plays
tennis in her spare time and won a
tournament early this year. Becky says
that living away from the U.S. gives her
a different perspective on U.S. world
policy and strategies. . . . Tony Cunningham, a professor of philosophy at
St. John’s University in central Minnesota, is working on a book, a collection
of essays on virtues in modern moral
philosophy. He has almost completed
an elaborate tree house he built with
the help of daughters Flannery, 11,
and Madeleine, 10, and continues
to play the fiddle. . . . Elliott Pratt
played hooky from work in February
with Scott Butterfield, Mark Garvin
and Scot Lehigh to enjoy a great day
of skiing at Cannon Mountain. In the
spring, Elliott coached his daughter’s
U-14 soccer team and enjoyed his
daughter’s lacrosse and sons’ soccer,
baseball and tennis games. . . . Commander Ken Branch has departed his
Pentagon post to take command of
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion
3 based in Port Hueneme, Calif. He is
pleased to be back with the SEABEES.
. . . Sarah Stiles Bright recently published a book, Maine Lakes (Tilbury
House, 2002), to benefit the nonprofit
Maine Lakes Conservancy Institute in
Nobleboro, Maine. Sarah wrote the
text for this “very visual” coffee table
book. . . . Catie Fulton Teeven reports
with pride that her son, Casey, who
enrolled in the U.S. Coast Guard
Academy in New London, Conn., in
July, will be an important contributor to their swim team. Sister Ali is a
sophomore this fall in the high school
where Catie is a teacher. Gerry ’79
changed careers in January 2002
and is now a mortgage banker. They

continue to enjoy life in Florida. . . .
Lisa McDonough O’Neill is looking
forward to the challenge of putting
together a 25th reunion yearbook.
You all have received her letter in the
mail. Please assist her in this project
by sending her your photos from our
lives at Colby. And keep the news
coming!
—Lynn Collins Francis

83 At our 20th reunion in June,

record numbers of our class returned
to Colby to reminisce, find fellowship,
share old and new stories and plan the
next time we can get together again.
Names of those making it back for the
weekend can be found on Colby’s Web
site (www.colby.edu/alumni/reunion).
President “Bro” Adams made a quick
visit to welcome us on Saturday evening, and it was great to hear Coach
Dick Whitmore, the speaker for our
class dinner. Later, Dick and his wife,
Mary Kay, lit up the dance floor when
Jerry Jeff Walker, sponsored by the
Class of 1978, played for Colby alumni.
Our weekend was complete with fair
weather, a soccer game, nights spent
in Grossman, Treworgy and Pierce
(Tau Delta Phi, Lambda Chi Alpha
and Zeta Psi), some classmates making
their own beds, the parade of classes,
plenty of children, a chicken, hamburg
and lobster bake in the field house,
the Class of 1983’s record-breaking
reunion gift to the College, walking
and running some of the paths and
trails we remember most, listening to
Barb Leonard (director of the division
of community health, Maine Bureau
of Health) offer a talk and discussion
about the epidemic of obesity, checking
out the deals in the Colby bookstore,
pizza deliveries at midnight, hearing
the group After Eight, off-campus
enjoyment for some, breakfast in
Dana, Colby picture frames as handy
mementos, and much, much more.
I’m honored to say that during this
wonderful weekend I received a Colby
Brick Award. (Highlights of the weekend also can be found at Colby’s Web
site.) For our 25th reunion we want to
increase everything: from the numbers
of classmates returning to campus to
the numbers for participation and generosity in giving to the Alumni Fund.
Thanks to each and every class member
who fulfilled a pledge. . . . Curt ’82
and Deena Schwartz Ball live outside
Philadelphia, Pa., with their daughters,
Erica (ninth grade) and Lydia (seventh
grade). Deena works at a nonprofit
art center teaching children. She also
paints watercolor landscapes and has

had her paintings in both local and
national juried exhibitions. Curt
works as a commercial construction
estimator. . . . Ed Higham, his wife,
Jean, and their kids, Devon, Kyra and
Brendan, live in Armonk, N.Y., where
Ed works for Prudential Financial in
corporate mergers and acquisitions
doing international acquisitions in
insurance, asset management and
brokerage areas. . . . For the last 12
years Karla Hostetler has moved
around the world as program director
for the NGO Aid to Artisans in various
countries. Karla’s now settling down in
Antigua and has started a business with
a group of eastern Caribbean hotels
creating arts marketing opportunities
and jobs for Caribbean artists and artisans. This year Karla was anticipating
starting a family with the adoption
of a child from Kazakhstan. Karla
(karlavt@together.net) would love
to hear from old friends. . . . Late in
June, Dan Matlack and his family were
due to arrive home from a sabbatical
year in France. Dan returned to his
teaching job at Noble & Greenough
School and hoped to be able to draw
many different lessons from the year
in France. . . . Deb Bombaci Pappas
started a new job at Courion in Massachusetts, and Jim Plumer has left
Bowdoin College for Amherst College
to coach. . . . John Northrop, also in
the process of a change, was hoping
to find another position in Vermont,
where he and Judy live and where Judy
works. . . . Starting her third year of
law school at Temple University in
Philadelphia is Athena Andrews
Rodbell. She had been working for
the EPA and in state government as an
environmental engineer for nearly 10
years, doing solid waste and hazardous
waste-related projects. She hopes to
combine her interest in environmental
law with bankruptcy law. She and her
husband, Phillip, and children, Sophia
and Phoebe, moved to Philadelphia a
few years ago when Phillip took a job
with the U.S. Forest Service doing
urban forestry. The family planned
a summer visit to Maine. . . . Ann
Poncelet, living in the San Francisco
Bay Area with her husband, John, and
7-year-old Chantal, was promoted to
associate professor in clinical neurology in the fall of 2002. Ann has gone
twice a year to Boston to teach in the
Harvard-Macy Program for Physician
Educators. She tries to sail and play
music when she has a little time. . . .
Summer school to study Arabic was
the destination of choice for Jennifer
Thayer Naylor. She’s been working
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classnews1982@alum.colby.edu
1983
Sally Lovegren Merchant
24 Easy Street
Mt. Desert, ME 04660
207-244-0441
fax: 207-244-9445
classnews1983@alum.colby.edu
1984
Cynthia M. Mulliken-Lazzara
84 Hecker Avenue
Darien, CT 06820-5310
classnews1984@alum.colby.edu
1985
Sue James Geremia
2 Saddle Ridge Road
Dover, MA 02030
508-785-8366
classnews1985@alum.colby.edu
1986
Andrea V. Sarris
classnews1986@alum.colby.edu
1987
Kathleen Harnett Linger
1415 Catamount Road
Fairfield, CT 06430-1607
203-319-0861
classnews1987@alum.colby.edu
1988
Dean A. Schwartz
94 Upland Road
Concord, MA 01742
classnews1988@alum.colby.edu
1989
Anita L. Terry
501 Warwick Street
St. Paul, MN 55116
651-698-9382
fax: 651-848-1182
classnews1989@alum.colby.edu
with a former NYU professor on a
project called The Afghanistan Digital Library to help collect, digitize
and make available via the Internet
and CD-ROM/DVD Afghanistan’s
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jean minkel ’80
Outside the Box

Ever seen a wheelchair with an inner ear? Jean Minkel ’80 has. As
the technical consultant behind the most innovative wheelchair technology to date, Minkel has helped to create a more accessible world for
wheelchair riders.
Minkel arrived at Colby knowing she wanted to study biology and
physical therapy, but she never knew those interests would eventually
put her on the cutting edge of technology that allows people to lead
fuller lives.
Case in point: as head of Minkel Consulting, Inc., Minkel played a
major role in the evolution of the wheelchair, a device that, until recently,
“hasn’t changed in a hundred years.”
With her help (and that of a lot of other people), the wheelchair has
come a long way from two wheels and a seat. Approved by the FDA just
this August is the iBOT, a wheelchair that can climb stairs and travel any
other terrain the way an SUV can. Developer Dean Kamen, the inventor of the iBOT (and the Segway), worked with Minkel on this important
project: a “mobility system”that operates with the balancing function of
a human inner ear. “If you lean forward, the wheels move
underneath you, if you lean back, the wheels roll back
behind you, replicating what the inner ear does, but
now doing it in a seated position,” she said.
As a Colby senior, Minkel did an independent
project that foreshadowed what she does now.
Volunteering at the United Cerebal Palsy Center
in Augusta, she worked with a young client and
ended up using both her physical therapy knowledge and her mechanical inclination to help
him: “One of the things I enjoyed most was
modifying a bicycle so that he could ride
it himself, having no idea that’s where
eventually I would end up.”
After Colby, Minkel got her master’s degree in physical therapy
at Stanford, then headed back
published heritage dating from 1870
to 1930. She’s also part of a team
developing a new initiative for some
NGOs to reframe the Palestinian
issue by calling attention to women
and children and the ways in which
Israel is not respecting family rights
through certain policies. A trip to
Washington in May offered Jennifer
her first lobbying experience. She also
said “yes” when Colby invited her to
be a writing mentor for the Posse
Foundation, which is sending about
a dozen kids to Colby this year. Jennifer
and her husband, Duncan, have two
children, Duncan, 7, and Persephone,
nearing 6.
—Sally Lovegren Merchant

85

Thanks for your patience! After
two empty columns in Colby magazine,
Cici Bevin Gordon calmly suggested
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to me that “something might be wrong
with your e-mail link to Colby, Sue!” Of
course, I just assumed that no news was
good news, but she was, in fact, correct. I am back up and running. . . .
Kimberly A. Lyford and her husband,
Andrew Toler, had twin boys on March
21, 2002. She adds that they are “the
most amazing ongoing event of my
life.” . . . Stephen Reed has been living
in London for the past couple of years
with his wife, Marcy, son, Carter, and
daughter, Hailey. He adds that they
moved for Marcy’s job, probably will
stay until the summer of 2004 and
then head back to Boston. It seems
that Stephen has had some time to
play. He wrote that after temporarily
retiring as a labor and employment
lawyer in Boston he “spent the first
year bumming around with a group of
professional guys who have also quit

to the East Coast to work as a pediatric physical
therapist in Boston and New York. With 21 children
on her caseload, and all but one in wheelchairs,
she quickly realized just how important the wheelchair was to physical
therapy programs.
Minkel’s next step in the field was her involvement with the Rehabilitation Engineering and Assistive Technology Society of North America,
or RESNA, a group of people interested in technology and helping
people with disabilities. She then moved to a New York hospital where
she worked on wheelchair design and connected disabled people with
the right equipment. It was at a RESNA conference, however, where
Minkel’s career took the largest turn. After giving a presentation, she
was recruited by Dean Kamen’s company to do clinical consulting for
projects like the iBOT, and she’s been working with this new-wave technology ever since.
So what does the future hold next for the wheelchair? To see that,
we have to look at the world the way Minkel does—from the perspective
of someone who can’t walk. She sees a ramp in front of a building with
no elevator inside. Or a wheelchair rendered useless when faced with a
curb or an expanse of grass. Wheelchairs with gyro balancing technology and projects like the iBOT will change the
terrain for the disabled.
The best way to do that: bring wheelchair riders in on the process, as she did
with the iBOT. “That was a pretty neat project for me, because the developers were
wide open, thinking brand new, outside
the box,” Minkel said. “So I got to bring
people with disabilities in on the design
phase so that they could influence the
design to make it work, not just to be
neat technology but to be technology that really worked for them.”
—Anne Marie Sears ’03
their jobs to follow their wives over
here.” He added, “We have spent a
great deal of time getting to know the
local golf courses and pubs!” Stephen
is working on a master’s in British and
European labor law at LSE, which was
completed (he hoped) by this September. Many Colby friends have visited
the Reed family in London: Rick and
Kathryn Clarke Anderson, Marion
and Mark Howard, Nancy Simarano
’87 and her husband, Patrick, Eric
Trucksess, Sandy Codding, Sandy
Maisel and his wife, Patrice Franco,
who was in London teaching for a
semester. . . . Elizabeth E. Johnson
(Liz) writes that she “hasn’t submitted
an entry in ages, but since I am taking
care of my now 2-year-old daughter,
Emily, I seem to have more time to
write this. I am working as executive
director of the Margaret Fuller Neigh-

borhood House in Cambridge, Mass.
It is a nonprofit serving the community
with a variety of services.” Liz and her
family live in Somerville, Mass., and
love being in an urban and diverse setting. Her husband, Titus Kao, continues as a software engineer at Lotus
Development/IBM in Cambridge. Liz
keeps in touch with Heather Payson
Hamlin and Leslie Melville-Kraemer
’86. . . . Melinda Underwood Griggs
and her husband “have a little house
in the village of Saxtons River in
Vermont.” She is the program director for the Vermont Center for the
Book, which creates picture-bookbased professional development
programs that she says enhance
children’s learning (for more information go to www.vermontbook.org
and www.mothergooseprograms.org).
. . .Leslie Robinson reports that she

is living in Seattle and working as
a freelance writer. She mentioned
that “one of my writing gigs is a
bi-weekly humor column for gay
newspapers around the country. The
column is called the General Gayety.”
. . . M.-J. James-Pirri wrote that her
son, Domenic James-Pirri, was born
on March 29, 2003, at 3:01 p.m. in
Providence, R.I. Congratulations! . . .
Imogen Mintzer Church also has
big news: she was to be (re)married
on July 4, 2003. Her husband is Steve
Hinds, who works for Apple Computer
in Cupertino, Calif. Soon Imogen will
have a big family of three stepchildren
and her son, Connor, who is 8. Congrats to Imogen, too! . . . I still have
more updates and will squeeze them
all into the next column. Thanks for
writing! If you have additional news,
please send an e-mail to classnews1
985@alum.colby.edu (it should come
directly to me) or fill out the class news
card in this magazine.
—Sue James Geremia

86

“Well, I am finally doing it (after
how many years since graduation?)”
seems to be the theme of this column.
Judy Swift Fairfull e-mailed, “I am
an educational/college counselor in an
urban high school. I love it. I work
with a very diverse population, and a
big percentage are of low income; it’s
very rewarding.” She lives in Grafton,
Mass., a small town about an hour
west of Boston. She is married, with
two Boston terriers and an Arabian
horse. “I love my pets!” she says. “My
husband and I do a lot of traveling:
Australia, Germany, France, Switzerland, England, the Caribbean and
other neat places. I’ve been blessed!
Unfortunately, I haven’t been in touch
with a lot of Colby people, except for
Amy Bleakney Neil, Ann Yates and
Sue Whitney.” . . . Andy Docherty,
who hasn’t written in since graduation,
e-mailed to say, “Life’s been good to
me—married 12 years (wife Donna),
three kids (Connor, 10, London,
8, Brooke, 6). I’m a U.S. Navy
Commander/SH-60B sea strike helicopter pilot.” Andy is currently living
in Fairfax Station and working as the
executive assistant to the director, J7 on the Joint Staff in the Pentagon
(they work operational plans and
joint force development issues for
the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff). After almost three years there,
which he says is the normal length for a
military tour of duty, he’s getting ready
to move on. His next assignment will
be executive officer, then command-

ing officer of Training Squadron SIX
(VT-6) in Pensacola (VT-6 is one of the
fixed-wing training squadrons where
Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard
pilots learn to fly). . . . Scott Perry
plays the blues like nobody’s business.
Scott’s fourth album, Hero Worship, is
the first he has produced since moving
south four years ago, but he said it’s
something he’s wanted to do for a long
time—record the songs of musical
idols Blind Boy Fuller, Mississippi John
Hurt, Tampa Red, Muddy Waters and
others. Check it out on CD. . . . Robert
Kenney e-mailed to say he purchased
some land on Embden Pond, about
30 minutes from Colby, and will be
building a vacation home there to give
him and his children one more reason
to spend as much time as possible in
Maine and to be closer to family for a
couple of months each year. . . . Paul
Turci, who started City Green, Inc.,
with Thomas Outerbridge, has
left to become a teacher in the New
York City public school system while
simultaneously earning his master’s in
education. Thomas continues to run
City Green and recently entered into
a joint venture agreement with one
of Europe’s leading anerobic digestion companies. They are proposing
to build the first anerobic digestion
facility for solid waste in the U.S., in
the South Bronx, which will convert
food waste into energy and compost.
. . . Jim and Lila Hopson Monahan
write that they have “moved yet again,”
relocating from Wilton, Maine, to
Nashua, N.H., in January. Lila started
a new pediatric practice, Partners in
Pediatrics, in the southern part of
Nashua and is working on building up
the practice and “continuing my work
on both the community and state level
to improve asthma care for children.”
Oreo, an Old English Sheepdog puppy,
joined the family in June. Cassie, 8,
and Nicholas, 5, were very excited
about the new addition (Jim’s not so
sure about the sleepless nights). . . .
Once again this year, I walked in the
Multiple Sclerosis Society’s 50-mile
challenge walk in September to raise
money and awareness for MS. Last
year, 850 people walked 50 miles in
three days and raised $1.6 million!
It’s such an amazing experience. . . .
Chris and Cindy Lloyd Brogan say
that their son, Joseph Arthur Brogan,
was born last May 8, and his big sister,
Hannah, 3, couldn’t be happier. . . .
John Rafferty e-mailed his own
exciting news: “My wife, Geri, and I
will be adopting a child sometime in
July/August. Child is due to be born

on July 8 and is from Connecticut.
Other events and activities in my
life seem to pale in comparison, but
here goes. I head up marketing for a
division of MassMutual, and I serve
on the board of trustees of the Boys
and Girls Clubs of Hartford, Inc., an
organization with which I want to
become more involved. Any Hartford-area alums who are interested,
please give me a call or e-mail me
(rafferty152attbi.com).
—Andrea V. Sarris

87

Thanks once again for all the
e-mails and updates. Dora DelarosaVillanueva and her husband, Tony,
have been raising their three kids,
Nico, 9, Coco, 6, and Clarita, 3, in
Austin, Texas. She wrote, “Between
Tony’s band touring (The Derailers,
for any honky-tonk fans out there) and
my teaching an English as a second language class to adult immigrants, we’ve
managed to travel to the Caribbean
and Guatemala in January, Switzerland
and Italy last summer and southern
France this summer as well as deep
south Texas and Oregon. We’ve been
involved in different church activities,
including a mission to Nuevo Laredo,
on the Texas-Mexico border. When we
have been home—and no, the kids are
definitely not home-schooled—we’ve
worked on our yard, built a 13-foot
arbor, put in a fence and expect the
first tomatoes to be ready soon. It’s
nice, at night, to sit on the porch and
be able to see the capitol building of
the great state of Texas nine blocks
away. Still, I miss the good friends I
made at Colby. We have a mad plan to
drive up and stop by Susan Kaplan’s in
New Hampshire, Lisa Gronbeck, also
in New Hampshire, Buffy Connor
in Alfred, Maine, and Willa Cobb in
Portland. Buffy and I compare notes
on raising three kids, what we get right
and what we’d rather not mention!”
. . . Jane Nicol Manuel wrote that
they “moved down to Charleston, S.C.,
this summer for Dave’s job. Traded
in the skis for boogie boards! Ben, 9,
Andrew, 7, and William, 5, are looking forward to year-round sports and
living in driving distance from my dad.
Had a fun going-away party in Beverly,
Mass., with Natasha and Brian Low,
Joy Pratt, Tim and Teri Scally Kinsella, Mel Brown Bride ’88 and Kevin
and Karen Reilly Quirk ’88, all there
to send us off. (Teri and her family
planned to move over the summer
from Massachusetts to Scottsdale,
Ariz.) Also saw Karen, Cassidy and
Ned Case at an Easter egg hunt in

Savannah, Ga., last spring as both
our dads live there. Ned didn’t knock
over too many 2-year-olds going for
the eggs! Looking forward to seeing
anyone in the Charleston area.” . . .
Baby news came from Karen Czuchry
Sallmann, who had her first child, a
daughter, Selina Anna Sallmann, on
September 6, 2002, in Munich, Germany. “She keeps me extremely busy,
but she is really a bundle of joy,” said
Karen, who has taken a leave from her
department head position at Siemens
in Munich to take care of Selina. “In
addition, shortly after Selina’s birth,
we all moved from Munich to Vienna,
Austria, where my husband is finishing
his doctorate and has a new position
with a German insurance company.
Vienna is a beautiful city, and I am glad
they also speak German here so I do
not have to learn another language.”
. . . More moving news came from
Art Nagle, who said that “by the time
people read this I will have moved from
North Carolina to Los Angeles to take
the position of upper-school director
at Windward School, an independent
school on L.A.’s west side. My wife,
Kim Hamer, and I will be there with
our three young children and would
love to hear from any Colby classmates
in the area.” . . . News of an international flair came from Dan Raddock,
who has been living in Tokyo, Japan,
for the past three years with his wife,
Liz First-Raddock, and their two
kids, Harry and Helena. Harry is
almost 3 and Helena is going on 2.
Dan is working in Morgan Stanley’s
corporate distressed debt group buying
Japanese non-performing loans. . . .
Allyson Goodwin wrote that she
and her family planned to spend
some of the summer vacationing in
Maine “and expect as usual that our
9-year-old son, Jordan, will explore
the coastal islands and our 6-year-old
daughter, Haley, will drive the family
boat! During the rest of the year, my
husband and I renovated our Victorian
home in N.H., which always has one
room or another in a loving state of
mid-repair. When we’re not working
on the house, messing in the yard or out
on the river kayaking, we’re like other
parents with young kids and are very
busy with all of their many activities.
We started a chess club at their school
and volunteer in the classroom when
our work schedules permit. I’ve also
been co-host of a movie review show on
our local TV station and finally using
all of that useless movie trivia I’ve had
stored up for so long! I’m very much
enjoying my work as development
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director at a great science museum in
Norwich, Vt. (www.montshire.org).
I’ve actually spied some Colby classmates out on the floor!” . . . Keep the
news coming!
—Kathleen Harnett Linger

88 Hats off and a world of grati-

tude to Paige Alexander and Bert
Languet (and any and every other
person involved) for organizing a
terrific 15th reunion. Our class had a
strong turnout, and the weekend was
a great success (at least according to
this critic). A highlight was Dave
Scannell’s hilarious and thoughtful
speech, into which he managed to
artfully weave beer, breasts, poetry
and receding hairlines. Two apologies for Dave: first, sorry to ruin
your heretofore unbroken streak of
not being mentioned in these pages;
second, try as I might, there is nothing I can do about our class’s slow and
deliberate march toward the middle
of this magazine. . . . Also at reunion:
Tom Ferris camped himself out at the
top of the Miller Library steps, picking
us off one by one as we made our way
up. Tom jogs through campus when
he isn’t practicing law in Waterville.
Anne and Rob Young made the trip
up from Framingham where, it seems,
the world still revolves around Rob’s
(pathetic?) obsession with the hapless
Red Sox. Eric Zieff gets the “best
dressed” award, while Bob and Carrie
O’Brien Thomas get the dunce caps
for having assumed a team of baby sitters miraculously would be waiting to
care for their twin boys, daughter, black
Lab and kitten. . . . Todd Wallingford, John Davie, Jeff Cohen and
Jeff England ’89 somehow managed
to stand in the exact spot in front of
the Student Center (Cotter Union)
where I last saw them 15 years ago. If
I hadn’t seen Jeff once on the Cape,
I’d swear they’d never moved. Steve
Masur made his way up from Manhattan. By day Steve tames the corporate,
entertainment and intellectual property law scene in New York City (check
out his firm at www.masurlaw.com),
while by night he is the consummate
music aficionado, surfer dude, ski
bum. Well done, Steve. In addition
to Charlie Lord, who made the trip
from Chicago, about 60 other ’88ers
traveled from all over the country to
be at reunion. (Sorry not to have all
your names and notes.) A cryptic,
grammatically challenged e-mail
from David and Leslie Migliaccio
Mitchell, deciphered when we sat
together at dinner at reunion, revealed
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newsmakers
Barron’s Mutual Funds featured Wendell L. Perkins ’85, co-manager of
the JohnsonFamily International Value
Fund, a Wisconsin-based $44-million
globe-girdling mutual fund established
by Sam Johnson, head of Johnson
Wax. A “conservative, value-oriented
stock picker,” Perkins molds a large
chunk of the Johnson Wax fortune
with investment in some 26 countries,
including “places like China, with its
rosy growth forecast”  Colby hockey
Gregory P. Cronin ’86
standout Gregory P. Cronin ’86 is the
new head coach of the Bridgeport (Conn.) Sound Tigers, charged
with developing future players for the National Hockey League’s
New York Islanders. Formerly interim head coach at the University
of Maine, coach of the Under-18 U.S. National Team and USA
Hockey’s director of player development, he moves up from assistant
coach of the Islanders.

Milestones
Marriages: Andrew Goode ’80 to Sue Jones at Wolfes Neck Farm,
Freeport, Maine  Rose Marie Nawfel ’80 to Andronikos Stamboulides in Dedham, Mass.  Carol E. Tegen ’87 to Michael G.
Stewart in Chesterfield, N.J.
K. Neligan ’80.

Births:Adaughter,MargotKelloggNeligan,toElizabethandBrian

that David recently was honored with
a Fleet Bank Excellence Award. (While
at the awards ceremony in South Carolina, the Mitchells met two Colby grads
from 1983, Chip Kelley and his wife,
Martha. Chip is with Fleet in Portland and also an award recipient. To
make it a White Mule hat trick, award
winner Bill Williamson ’71 was also in
attendance.) The Mitchells happened
across fashion plate Mike Paquin (hey,
Mike) at The Gap. Apparently Mike is
doing well and working for a company
called Beacon in Rhode Island. Oh,
and Leslie is active with her real estate
and LJM Cookies. (Who else saw the
Mitchells’s eldest daughter running
around campus without shoes? Guys,
if times are rough, let me know; the
wife’s a children’s footwear designer,
so we should be able to scare up a pair
of shoes for the kid.) Betsy Lockhart
Casey, husband Pat, and their 3- yearold son, Peter, were grateful to escape
the misery of this past winter with a
two-week getaway to Naples, Fla., in
March. With summer finally here, the
Caseys are busy with projects around
the house and planning their annual
4th of July party. In addition to returning to campus for reunion, Betsy and
family were heading for her little sister’s wedding. Rick Angeli writes that

he was very sorry to have missed the
alumni weekend, but work had him in
San Francisco. Rick’s wife, Tricia, gave
birth in November to their third child,
Rick III, who joined sisters Emily, 5,
and Katelyn, 3. Then, a month later,
Rick started a new job with Organon
Pharmaceuticals USA as the regional
account manager, managed care for
the Northeast. Three months after
that, just to keep things hopping, the
Angeli family say they “moved out
of the hustle and bustle of Warwick,
R.I, giving up airport noise and traffic
for the quiet surroundings of South
Kingstown.” . . . Tanya (Goff ’89) and
Stew Richmond continue to balance
the demands of their legal careers with
raising three children (ages 6, 4 and
2). As if there weren’t enough on his
plate, Stew manages to find the time
to train for and run marathons. . . .
Rick and Patty Cirigliano Kohn had
their second child this year. Mary Alice
turned 1 in June, and sister Patty was 6
in August. The elder Patty is completing her 11th year at Greenwich High
School and just finished directing 42nd
Street. . . . Best wishes to you all.
—Dean A. Schwartz

89

As I write this in the middle of
June, our 15th reunion is less than a

year away. Chris Tompkins reports
that he, Jim Connolly, Kim Brewer
and Rob Hoopes will be meeting in
D.C. to “get things rolling.” They are
gathering names of people willing to
serve on the reunion committee and
also need people to help Bill Bullock
with the class gift. Contact Chris or
me if you’re interested in planning
or if you have ideas about what you’d
like to do at our 15th. . . . Christine
Burke wrote with news of her doings
since graduation. Christine was a “nontraditional” member of our class, and
she worked as a nurse in the infirmary
while majoring in government. After
graduation, Christine served in the
Maine Legislature and then went to
law school at UMaine. She worked at
a Portland law firm for a couple of
years, then purchased her own consulting firm. She is now “of counsel” to a
newly formed law firm. Her youngest
son, now a sophomore, carries on the
Colby tradition. . . . My fellow Iowan
Tom Wieck sent a long missive about
his life since 1989. After traveling to
Alaska and working in Japan (not to
mention a year-long trip around the
world), Tom settled in Iowa. As he
says, “Thanks to my East Asian studies
degree, I edged out the competition”
for a job as a construction supervisor,
and he now works for Communications Data Services as a senior account
manager. He married Erin Budreau
in 1996, and they have two sons and
a baby daughter. In his spare time,
Tom participates in triathalons and
marathons, fishes and goes to Little
League baseball games. Maybe I’ll
see you when I visit my mom in Des
Moines, Tom. . . . Brian Kaplan sent
a message about his firm’s new Web
site, www.impressionpr.com. Check it
out. . . . Kent Fikrig is still in N.Y.C.,
working at Société Générale as director in structured products. He talks
to Peter O’Toole and Rob Koff ’88
frequently and hears occasionally from
Mark Sicinski, who is busy with his
two little girls. Kent was hoping to get
to Maine this summer to eat lobster
and visit Colby. . . . Bryan Cook was
elected assistant vice president in the
production division of Amica Mutual
Insurance Co. . . . Brendan Cahill just
received his M.B.A. from Fordham and
is still running a humanitarian NGO
in N.Y.C. His daughter, Helen, just
turned 1. He went to Colby in 2002
and met up with Jay Stabile, Doug
Hall ’90, Jeff Ward, Jared Webster,
Dana Hollinshead and Matt Frymier
’90. Brendan sees Jan Gisholt when
he can and says that Tucker Offutt is

“out west.” As Brendan also reported,
Tom Cahill has moved to Paris, where
he works for Bloomberg News writing
feature stories on oil and energy. His
wife, Jamie, is writing a book called
“The Dessert Detective.” Tom and
Jamie’s couch in the Marais has
already been used by Tim Barnard,
and Tom was expecting visits from Jan
Gisholt, Jake Ulick ’90, Tucker Offutt
and Brendan Cahill. If you’re in Paris,
look Tom up at tcahill@bloomberg.net.
. . . Beth Bitoff Odom writes that she
and her family found a house in Alexandria and were scheduled to move
on June 18. That move was on hold
for a bit when Beth’s husband, Mark,
was sent to Iraq. He returned in May,
to the delight of their daughter. . . .
Laura Thornton Pellegrino keeps
busy with three daughters, Elizabeth,
Katherine and Caroline. She also ran
the Frisbee Foundation’s recent successful fund raiser. Laura had dinner
with Catherine Andrew Rogers and
her family and Jen Pierce Barr and
her family. She also is in touch with
Tina Clifford Comparato, who lives
in Manchester, Mass., and is loving
spending time with her daughter. Jen
Brountas stopped to see Laura on her
way back to Boston, where she works
for Pioneer. . . . Eric Whiteford is still
at Electronic Arts as the director of the
EA Sports brand, managing advertising, online marketing, promotions and
branding efforts. He and his wife, Sara,
have a 2- year-old daughter, Lucy, and
another baby on the way. They just
moved into a new house in Haight Ashbury in San Francisco. Eric planned
to attend Kevin Plummer’s wedding
in Philadelphia in June. Make sure to
write me with the details, Eric! . . . I
visited Colby with my husband and
two daughters in late May. Saw Meg
Christie and her twins on the trip and
spent an evening eating lobster with
Tracy Gionfriddo. In April, I visited
Jeff Berger in L.A., where he tried to
kill me by weaving in and out of traffic
as much as possible. . . . I hope to see
all of you in June 2004!
—Anita L. Terry

90 After many years of exemplary

service, Laura Senier has decided to
hang up her hat as class correspondent.
Through a chance phone call (and a
couple of e-mails), I now have taken
on the task of class correspondent
and shall do my best to meet the
standard she set. . . . I can add a few
more reports of births. Tracy and
Matt Hancock wrote that they are
celebrating the birth of their third

daughter, Shauna Nicole, born on
May 1. . . . Also on May 1, Rob and
Alison Glockler Schwartz welcomed
their daughter, Lillian Beatrice, whose
brother, Gabriel, turned 2 on May 3.
Both parents report being very busy. . . .
Colleen Bulger Proppé wrote to say
that she and Brian Costello welcomed
twin boys, Aidan and Blake Costello,
in April 2002. Both are healthy and
happy to ride behind mom and dad
in the mountain bike trailer in and
around San Anselmo, Calif. Colleen
and Brian also enjoy hiking and camping, some of which was to take place
this summer at Acadia National Park.
While in Maine, Colleen plans to visit
Jill Sinclair Smith, who recently gave
birth to her third child, Trevor James.
Colleen also is taking classes, at the
College of Marin, toward an R.N.
degree. . . . And your humble correspondent, Franc-Eric Wiedmer, and
his wife, Debby, welcomed their first
child, a daughter, Claire Madeleine,
on April 3. . . . On the marriage front
we have a couple of updates as well.
Tom Whelan sent a brief note to
mention that Joe Vecchi is engaged
to be married in the fall. Tina Wright
wrote that she got married at a winery
in Southern California on October 26,
2002, to Andrew Shotts. In attendance
were Betsy Morgan, Sara Hurvis
Younkin, Bill and Kinda Remick
Priestley, Gretchen Granger
Hartley, Stacey Parker, Debbie
Brown, Katie Erickson and Chris
Taylor. Tina and Andrew have their
own chocolate business, Garrison
Confections (www.garrisonconfectio
ns.com), and will open a retail store
at the Biltmore Hotel in Providence,
R.I., in early fall. . . . After a six-month
trip in Asia in the fall of 2001, Scott
Myers decided to start his own business, Circa Asia (www.circaasia.com).
From its San Francisco base, Circa Asia
sells a number of home accessories and
handmade paper products from Nepal,
Thailand, Vietnam and India to retail
stores as well as through the Web site.
. . . Chris Hobart sent a note detailing many of his adventures over the
years. After a short stint in East Asia,
Chris moved to San Francisco in 1991.
He considered a number of options,
including law, which led to a six-year
stint as a paralegal. He finally settled
on medicine, and that meant going
back to school for two years of premed classes plus one year of research
in a lab before starting med school in
earnest. He is happy to report that he
finally graduated med school (UCSF)
and will be starting a psychiatry resi-

dency program this summer at UCSF.
. . . Keep sending news and thanks to
all above for sending theirs.
—Franc-Eric Wiedmer
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Good stuff, people . . . keep
it coming! It was great to hear from
Brendan Scully, who is teaching and
coaching football in North Berwick,
Maine, right near the Maine/New
Hampshire border, where he moved
last year. . . . Wylie Dufresne is opening a new restaurant called WD50
in N.Y.C. This will be the second
restaurant he has opened. . . . Katie
Bredbeck finished her second year
teaching kindergarten in the Bronx
and was to get married in July. . . .
Norm Stillman graduated from vet
school in ’98 and has been practicing
small-animal medicine in Philadelphia, Pa., for the past five years. He
married Diane Osgood ’91, and they
have two daughters, ages 4 and 2. He
and Diane miss New England a lot
and are contemplating a move back to
Massachusetts within the next year or
two. . . . Katie Martin has been back
in the Boston area for the past year
and a half after living in California’s
Bay Area. She says, “love being back
east and seeing my Colby friends much
more frequently! I’m still working for
Sun Microsystems, managing partners
that sell to higher education customers
(including Colby!). The biggest addition is my black Lab puppy, Libby, who
is a handful but lots of fun—especially
now that it’s warm out and she can
swim all of the time.” . . . Dave Dore
wins the award for providing the most
information in one e-mail. He wrote
that he was to be best man when
Kevin Smith got married on June 21
to Andrea Orquera. Todd Alexander,
Eric Johnson, Jason Dorion ’93, Dana
McClintock ’93 and Rob Carbone ’93
also were to be in attendance. Kevin
currently resides in Boston and works
for Fidelity. As a side note, David
Dore and Rob Carbone both live in
Portland, Maine, and both work for
J&W Seligman & Co. Eric Johnson
lives and works in Salt Lake City, Utah.
Todd Alexander was to be married on
Labor Day to Catherine E. Decker. . . .
Marah Silverberg Derzon is living in
Columbus, Ohio, with her husband of
three years and two kids (Sidney is 2
and Matthew is almost 1). Marah finished her M.S.W. at Ohio State and has
been a full-time mom ever since. . . .
Kimberly Kennedy White visited Jill
Vollweiler ’90 up in Purchase, N.Y.,
for a long girls’ weekend. She plans
on running in the N.Y.C. Marathon in
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November 2003 and also is registered
to run the Boston Marathon in April
2004. Kimberly hoped to connect with
Helen Suh Chloe and her husband,
Norman, and their son, Daniel, in
August while visiting her family in
Belfast, Maine. . . . The largest law
firm in New Hampshire—McLane,
Graf, Raulerson and Middleton Professional Association—announced the
election of Jennifer McLeod Finch
as president of the Association of New
Hampshire Law Librarians (ANHLL).
She will organize informative sessions
to help members keep abreast of the
latest legal developments during her
two-year term. Jennifer, who has published a number of articles on Web
development, also was appointed
director of library and research services at the McLane firm, where she
provides research and reference assistance to McLane employees, maintains

the firm’s library collection and makes
print and electronic acquisitions that
enhance existing research materials.
. . . After spending seven years with
Alex. Brown & Sons/Bankers Trust/
Deutsche Bank (many business cards,
one seat) doing health care investment
banking, Cal Wheaton decided to join
ABS Capital Partners, a private equity/
buyout firm in Baltimore, where he is
focusing on principal investments in
the health care arena. Cal’s wife, Aimee
Flores Wheaton ’95, completed her
residency and is an internal medicine
physician/hospitalist at a community
hospital in northern Baltimore, a
daunting six-minute commute from
their new house. After spending
several years debating the merits of
having their “babies” consist only of an
opinionated beagle and a ditzy yellow
Lab, Cal and Aimee have finally given
into the cult that is parenthood and

are expecting their first child (a girl) in
October. . . . Jessica Maclachlan Hall
chaired a fund raiser for the Jeannette
Rankin Foundation, a nonprofit that
awards educational scholarships to
women in need who are 35 years
old and older. Tracey McCormick
helped. Their event was June 29th,
and they hoped to raise $10,000 for
JRF. Jessica is still running her decorative painting business, writing a book
and loving living in Colorado with her
husband, Sam. . . . Erika Christensen
has relocated to St. Petersburg, Fla.,
with her partner, Terri. They have
purchased their first home together
and spent this summer unpacking,
redecorating and exploring the new
neighborhood. Erika says, “Vivid
memories of recent northern winters
should keep us cool enough for many
days to come. I continue to keep in
touch with Sandra Scarano Crombie,

t.j. tavares ’99

who lives in Massachusetts with her
husband, Chuck.” . . . In June, Alice
Johnson Handwerk and her husband,
Brian, moved to New Hampshire.
They will be living in Hopkinton
(outside of Concord), where Alice
will be the director of development at
The Derryfield School in Manchester.
They are excited to be moving back
to New England and look forward to
reconnecting with Colby friends in
the area. . . . Mary Dunning Beale
was married to Laurence Goodyear
Constable near Squam Lake in central
New Hampshire.
—William Higgins

93 Well, our 10-year reunion has

come and gone, and it was great to see
everyone for the 24 hours that I was
there! It was amazing to see the likes of
Will Berglund and Kristin Ellinger
Berndt with their spouses and kids,

Real Politik

Antone Tavares ’99 flashes a huge smile and
then laughs when asked about his nickname.
“Absolutely nothing,” he says. “‘T.J.’ stands for
absolutely nothing.
“Everyone in my family is an Antone, Antony,
Anthony, Anton, Antoine—and half of them are shortened to ‘Tony.’ And with a name like Antone Coehlo
Tavares III, you try to make it as short as possible.
“To get my attention, and not the entire male
population of the family, they started calling me ‘T.J.’—Tony Jr. I’m actually [Antone] the Third, so ‘junior’ is close enough, but not exact.”
A nickname less than exact seems incongruous for a guy who says
he lives by a series of five-year plans for his personal, professional and
political lives—emphasis on political.   	
Although only 26, Tavares has been intrigued by and immersed in
politics for more than 14 years. His interest in government began when
he was a boy watching his mother, Theresa M. Pimental, and father,
Edward D. Pimental, fight for improved benefits for Vietnam War veterans who had been exposed to Agent Orange. Tavares’s father, a retired
Navy officer, is one of them.
“When I was twelve, I actually was held up to a podium by Sen.
(George J.) Mitchell (D-Maine) to speak at a Veterans Affairs convention
in Portland about Agent Orange and dioxin,” Tavares said. “It’s kind of a
romantic story. It was the start of my getting into politics.”
   After his speech, a state representative from Bath asked if he was
interested in becoming a legislative page. For the next six years, Tavares
served as a page and then as an intern at the Maine Statehouse.
Tavares’s passion for government prompted him in 2001—two years
after earning a degree in government—to run for the Waterville City
Council. At the city Democratic caucus in September 2001, Tavares
pulled off a stunning upset when—with a group of supporters—he
walked in unexpectedly and defeated a three-term councilor by a 7-4
vote. His 128-83 election victory at age 24 made him the third-youngest
city councilor in Waterville’s history. Since then, Tavares has been one
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of the more outspoken city councilors, even seeking the removal earlier
this year of the council chairman.
   When he is not dealing with city matters, Tavares is a legislative
aide in the House Majority Office in Augusta. “I do constituent work for
fourteen [state] reps and the House majority leader,” he said. “I love it,
absolutely love it.”
   If all of this were not enough, Tavares also serves on 17 committees
or boards and has been named by the Maine Municipal Association to
represent Waterville at the National League of Cities, which is based in
Washington, D.C., and represents municipal governments throughout
the United States.
   So far, says Tavares,
who was married to Krystal
Bickford in August 2001
and also finds time to
continue working at local
restaurants and in catering, his
lives—personal, professional and
political—have been going pretty
much according to plan. “I went to
Colby to get a government degree and go
into representative politics,” he said. “It’s
worked out tremendously for me.”
   Tavares says he expects to remain in
representative politics at the local level for a
bit longer before moving to a higher level.
That might mean Augusta. It could mean
setting his sights directly on Washington,
D.C. Either way, a career in politics.
“It’s been the goal since I was a kid,”
Tavares said. “As corny as it sounds, it’s
the best way to make a difference.”
—Anthony F. Cristan

who are their respective spitting
images! After catching up with John
Cully and Mark Radcliffe outside of
Drummond, aimlessly walking around
campus with Tyler Lewis, recounting
rugby tales with Michelle Kennedy
Rainforth, Kristin Ellinger Berndt
and Meghan Goughan, giggling at
dinner with Carrie Smith and Jule
Gourdeau Whelan, playing beer-die
with Robbie Robbins, professing my
love for Beth Fialko and Bruce Villineau, shooting the proverbial breeze
with Chris Chamberlain and Chris
Wilder outside of the Student Center,
and dancing like an idiot at the Spa
with Chris West, Diantha Neskey
and Kat Creeden Skulte, I was
heartened to find that as much as we
all have changed, much really does stay
the same! After stopping at Big G’s on
Sunday, where the sandwiches seemed
to only have gotten bigger, Kat and I
headed home with respective, requisite
hangovers and nostalgic hearts. And
it’s with a bit of that nostalgia that I am
handing the class correspondent torch
over to Krista Stein. Yes, my friends
and faithful readers, this is my swan
song. Nay—don’t shed a tear—you
can say you knew me when! Please
inundate Krista with updates and
news, big and small, so that she can
imbue her columns with the same zest
and creativity towards which I have
striven for the past seven years! It has
been my pleasure.
—Beth Curran
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After serving two years in the
Peace Corps in Honduras, Paul White
moved to Santiago, Chile, where he
graduated in June with an M.B.A.
from the Universidad Católica de
Chile. He plans to stay in Chile and
work in international development. . . .
Jessica Matzkin is still at BC getting
her master’s in social work and still
loves her program. She has been able
to see Sarah and Matt Lapides, Jeff
Carter and Donna Bacchiocchi. She
had a fun spring break in the Bahamas
with Michelle Tadros and friends. She
plans to get together on the Cape this
summer with Michelle, Elizabeth
Labovitz Smith and Allison Guth
Wells and her baby. Jessica planned
on going to Honduras on a medical
mission with her family in June and
to do some AIDS work in Uganda
in July. . . . Alice (Amstutz ’95) and
Greg McDonald and baby Molly are
all doing fine. After graduating from
Boston University with an M.B.A. and
M.S. in information systems, Greg
started a job with Evergreen Invest-

ments in Boston. . . . Carolyn Hart
and husband Dave O’Shea ’93 were
to move from Michigan to southern
Maine in June. Carolyn is looking forward to finishing up her Ph.D. thesis.
. . . Jonathan Kaplan is writing for The
Hill in Washington, D.C. . . . Tracy
Karsch Palumbo recently joined the
law firm of Twomey, Latham, Shea &
Kelley of Riverhead, N.Y., as an associate. . . . Billy Bush is a correspondent
on Access Hollywood and host of Let’s
Make a Deal, both on NBC. Billy joined
Access Hollywood in December 2001. He
is also a contributor on NBC’s Today
show. . . . Katherine Bordwell married Greg Flenniken on December 22,
2002, in Portland, Ore. . . . Jennifer
Wolff married Neil DiFrancesca on
July 12 in Southboro, Mass. Marinel
Mateo and Kristin Owens Dorogi ’93
were in the wedding party, and Bonnie
Johnson Barry gave a reading. Jenn
was recently promoted to director
of the social studies department at
Shrewsbury (Mass.) High School. . . .
Caleb Winder is living on Beacon
Hill and attending the M.B.A. program at Babson College. He was to
marry Phoebe Gallagher in August. . . .
Sara Barker recently got engaged to
Elliott Swarthout, a colleague of hers
at Cornell University in Ithaca, N.Y.
He surprised her while they were on
a canoe trip on the Allegheny River.
They both work at the ornithology lab
at Cornell University as research biologists, Sara in conservation and Elliott
in bird population studies (he’s working with disease transmission). They
plan to buy a house in Ithaca. Sara is
still running the JIII alpine ski program at Holimont in western N.Y.
during the weekends in the winter
and races her road and mountain bike
for a team out of Poughkeepsie, N.Y.
. . . Joe and Julie Cyr Gibowicz had
a daughter, Genevieve Suzanne, on
December 6, 2002. Both mom and
daughter are doing well. . . . Michael
Koester and his wife, Andre Roberts
Koester, had a son, William Roberts
Koester, on December 19, 2002. . . .
Ryan and Christine Messier Feeley
welcomed their second son, Cormac
Murphy Feeley, on March 27. Their
older son, Nolan, turned 3 in May.
They are living in Canaan, N.H.,
where Ryan teaches seventh and eighth
grade English at Cardigan Mountain
School. Christine tutors part time
at Cardigan and mothers full time.
. . . David and Lori Cohen Sherf
and big brother, Adam, welcomed
baby Jacob on April 17. . . . Marile
Haylon Borden and her husband,

Dave, expect their first child in
October . . . as do Matt and Kamin
McClelland Macomber. . . . Laura
Keally Heywood had a daughter, Ella,
in September 2002.
—Tracy K. Larsen
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Katherine Marshall married
Brian Meuse, a UMass graduate, in
October 2002. Jennifer Gennaco
and Michelle Friedland Gagnon,
nine months pregnant with her
second baby, celebrated with them.
Trina (now Jeanae, her middle name)
McKenzie Osborne, who got married in January 2003, was supposed
to attend the wedding but was ill and
couldn’t make the trip. Katherine and
Brian live in Woburn, Mass., and both
received their master’s in library science from Simmons College (Brian in
1999, Katherine in 1997). They have
two rabbits, Ralph and Alice, and a cat,
Moto. . . . Matt and Emily Fantasia
Hayes welcomed a daughter, Abigail
Fantasia Hayes, on May 27, 2002.
They have relocated and settled in
Sudbury, Mass. . . . Jason Reifler is a
doctoral candidate in political science
at Duke University, studying American
politics generally and campaigns and
elections specifically. He got married
on July 12 in Houston, Texas, to Amy
McKay, a 1997 Rice University graduate and also a Ph.D. candidate at Duke.
Andrew Barnett ’92, Greg Belanger ’93
and Noah Learner attended the wedding. Jason and Amy honeymooned in
Italy. . . . Abe Rogers is the assistant
men’s and women’s varsity swim coach
at MIT. He lives in Boston. . . . Ariana
Talbot Vance is a homebound teacher
for her local school district in Wyoming but is currently on maternity
leave. Aiden Cale Vance joined her
family on April 25. Ariana planned to
spend her summer camping, traveling and enjoying time with family and
friends. . . . Amanda and Tip Meckel
are headed back to Maine. After getting
his doctorate in marine geophysics at
the University of Texas at Austin last
May, Tip accepted a one-year teaching
position in the Geology Department
at Colby! Amanda’s first novel, Sleep
Toward Heaven, is enjoying great success, and she looks forward to joining
the writing community in Waterville.
They expected their first baby in September. . . . Todd and Marissa Shaw
Glowac are expecting their first child
this fall. . . . Jennifer (Jaye) Gennaco got married last summer to
Benjamin Smith, a Bates graduate.
Cheryl Johnson Dutrumble was a
bridesmaid. Also in attendance were

Dan Bar-Zeev ’92, Craig Mertens ’92,
Kris McGrew ’92, Drew and Jennifer
Coffin Hoyt ’92, Shawn Campbell ’93,
April Armstrong Campbell ’97, Kathy
Marshall Meuse and Rachel LaFollette ’98. The couple honeymooned in
Jamaica, where they became certified
SCUBA divers. In April they visited
Iceland and enjoyed the geothermal
hot springs, waterfalls, geysers and glaciers. . . . Jen Benwood and Conrad
Saam ’96 got engaged while on vacation in Hawaii in February and planned
a wedding on September 20, 2003, in
Seattle. . . . Fred and Heather Johnson Webster are thoroughly enjoying
Seattle and their new life with their
daughter, Gwyneth, who is 2. Fred is
now working for Glaxo Smith Kline
pharmaceuticals. Heather, a stay-athome mom, and Fred got together
with some friends for Heather’s 30th
birthday this January in New York City.
Karyn Rimas Patry ’92, Jen Larsen
Daileanes ’93, Rachael De Costa
and Mike Kaplan were some of the
friends that joined them for the festivities. Fred went to Scotland for a 10-day
golf tour with his dad and brother in
August to celebrate his 30th birthday.
. . . Sarah English is still working as
an associate director of admissions at
The Art Institute of Seattle. She and
Lisa Kenerson recently vacationed
in Costa Rica to celebrate turning 30
this year. Sarah planned on her first
triathlon in August and was to attend
Meg Sweeny’s wedding on the island
of Nantucket in September. . . . Faisel
Zaman is going to be in Salt Lake
City, Utah, working in physical medicine and rehabilitation, focusing on
sports and musculoskeletal medicine,
and then will be at the University of
Pennsylvania doing an interventional
spine fellowship with the top spine
doctor in the nation. He’s still riding
his motorcycle and continuing to customize it. He went to Myrtle Beach’s
Bike Week in May. In the musical
area, he’s having a tough time finding
people to jam with. “No one comes
close to Mike Murphy on the drums
and Matty Barr on the bass,” writes
Faisel. “Any chance someone will put
up the funds for an Atrocity reunion?”
. . . Chris and Lindsay Bennigson
Jernigan welcomed their first child,
Aliza Cathryn Jernigan, on April 3.
—Yuhgo Yamaguchi
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Ruth Bristol, in neurosurgery
residency in Phoenix, got engaged to
another neurosurgeon, Felipe Albuquerque, and plans an October 2003
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wedding. . . . Bill Epps is currently
living in Austin, Texas, working at
the University of Texas at Austin
for a Ph.D. in history with a focus
on U.S. foreign relations with Latin
America; he’s also teaching an intro
rhetoric and composition course. He
says he’s “exploring, and enjoying,
the incredibly vibrant music scene in
Austin and practicing my banjo.” . . .
Jill Picard was married last summer
and is now Jill Paine. She’s been living
in San Francisco for the last two years
with Ashley Malcolm ’97, who also was
married last summer and is now Ashley
Laakso. “We have been happily living
in a house shared by us and our new
husbands!” said Jill, who is still working
at the corporate headquarters for Gap
Inc. . . . Lee St. George MacGregor
and her husband, Stuart, welcomed a
boy, Emmett Alasdair MacGregor,
on September 21, 2001. Lee took the
year off from teaching to take care
of him and says they all are healthy
and doing well. . . . Jamie Geier is
working on her Ph.D. in epidemiology at Columbia University and lives
in New York City with her husband,
Rob. She keeps in close contact with
Rachel Simson D’Antonio and
Martha Previte Botten. Rachel still
works for JP Morgan and lives in
Ridgefield, Conn., with her husband,
Bob. Martha moved to San Diego
after graduating from law school and
lives with her husband, Jason. Jamie’s
sister-in-law, Jennifer Stewart Guay,
works in real estate and is living in
Biddeford, Maine, with her husband,
Norm. . . . Chad Sisson and his wife,
Karen Bossie, D.O., live in Grand
Rapids, Mich., with their daughter,
Edin, 2. Last November Chad successfully defended his Ph.D. thesis
in zoology—“Life history dynamics
of nudibranch sibling species in the
genus Dendronotus in the Gulf of
Maine”—at the University of New
Hampshire and was scheduled to
graduate in December 2002. He says
he was “employed as a full-time stayat-home dad” but planned on teaching
part time last spring at Grand Rapids
Community College. . . . Robert Gold
wrote that he lives in Sleepy Hollow,
N.Y. (tale of the headless horseman)
and works as a dentist in the Bronx and
in Rockland and thoroughly enjoys it.
He planned to get married last spring
to Bettina Gold (“just a coincidence,
no relation yet”). He goes mountain
biking and skiing with Amy Phalon
when she has time off from her job
teaching English at Montclair State
College. . . . Last year, Rima Lathrop
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newsmakers
Kebba Tolbert ’94 is the new head
coach and director of men’s and
women’s indoor and outdoor track and
field and of both cross-country teams
at Portland State University in Portland, Ore. He moves up from assistant
track coach at Syracuse University 
Doctoral student and teaching fellow Andrea J. Stairs ’94 received the
Donald J. White Teaching Excellence
Award at Boston College for her work
designing a collaborative program for
Kebba Tolbert ’94
urban secondary teacher education 
Ever gone in for “speed dating,” the new matchmaking phenomenon
that pairs men and women for three to 10 minutes of get-acquainted
conversation across a table? Michelle M. Grdina ’95 tried it, as
reported in a feature in The Improper
Bostonian. Be prepared with some good
questions and have a positive attitude,
she concluded, “even though I didn’t
meet anyone that I want to date” 
The April edition of Fine Woodworking
featured art history major Kerry E.
Ackerman ’96’s sewing table, based
partly on a 19th-century design. Her
goals include creating
affordable
hand-crafted furniture, said Ackerman, who is studying furniture making
in Boston.
Michelle M. Grdina ’95

Milestones
Marriages: Mary (Molly) D. Beale ’92 to Laurence G. Constable
near Squam Lake, N.H.  Jonathan J. Eddinger ’93 to Robin
Currier in Manchester, N.H.  Andrew K. Bonham ’94 to Jaime
M. Grogan in Dallas, Texas  Brian P. Pompeo ’95 to Jennifer
Aquino in Cohasset, Mass.  Rachel J. Moritz ’96 to Matthew
S. O’Connell ’96 in Falmouth, Mass.  Jennifer E. Johns ’97 to
Jonathan R. Bolton ’98 in Powell, Ohio  Marah E. Smith ’97 to
Zachary J.D. Atwell in Narragansett, R.I.  Heather A. Sanders ’99
to Todd R. DiCaprio in Las Vegas, Nev.
Births: A son, Peter Lim, to SooHee Lee ’90 and Bryant Lim  A
son, Wilson Clark Thors, to Thor and Melissa LaBarre Thors ’91
 A daughter, Maya Barnes, to Mandy and Jason C. Barnes ’93  A
daughter, Emma Carbone, to Jana and Robert H. Carbone ’93.
Carlson was a fourth-year medical
student at the University of Vermont
College of Medicine. While she was
interviewing at the Family Practice
Residency Program in Anchorage,
Alaska, she and her husband, Brian ’94,
got together with Carrie Califano,
Sarah Charnecki ’95, Jeff Harrison
’95 and Sean ’91 and Jenny Dorsey
Skaling ’93. . . . Jean-Michel Picher,
a.k.a. Piche (jmpicher@yahoo.com),
after working in Democratic Party
campaign politics for a couple of
years, living in Idaho with Emmett
McCarthy and Chuck Bowen and

traveling overseas to see a few things,
finished his third of four years of an
M.B.A/law degree at the University
of Western Ontario “because I’ve
got no idea what to do when I grow
up. Thanks, Colby!” Piche, Emmett,
Sarah Hamlin Walsh and Hillary
Brennan McKellar were all proud to
stand with Chuck Bowen and Betsy
Low as they were married in Falmouth,
Mass., last October. Among others in
attendance were Brad Smith, Ryan
Sullivan, Sean McBride ’95, Matt
Mannering ’95, Greg Walsh ’95, James
Colligan ’95, Mark Porter ’95, Brian

Seidman ’94, Pete Luber and Krista
Severson. . . . And another Class of
’96 wedding! Rachel Moritz and Matt
O’Connell were married on April
12 in Falmouth, Mass. Bridesmaids
included Maura McLaughlin and
Beth Dunn Allen, and groomsmen
included Ben O’Connell ’99. Alison
Werner, Emily Guerette, Laura
Whittaker, Mike Montgomery,
Erika Moore Coombs ’97, Dennis
Nations ’95, Matt Tangney ’95, Bill
Bradley ’95, Jason Hallee ’95, Drew
Serbin ’94 and Christian Drucker ’94
were all in attendance. . . . Anybody
want to step up and be the next class
correspondent?

97 The news has been piling up,

but I was so engrossed in American Idol
that I missed the last deadline! Michael
Doogue spent time in Ecuador after
graduation for a few weeks of climbing
volcanoes and roaming the Amazon
basin with Adam Wolk and Erwin
Godoy, after which he started graduate work in electrical engineering at
Dartmouth. After graduation from
Dartmouth, he took a job designing
integrated circuits for a Concord,
N.H., company called Allegra Microsystems. He married Kristen, whom
he met while at Dartmouth, and the
couple now lives in Manchester, N.H.,
where they are renovating a historic
home. Mike recently attended Adam
Wolk’s wedding; Adam married Io
Nami on January 19, 2003, on the
sandy beaches of Pacific Grove, in
Calif. Adam is in his fourth year of
medical school at UC-Davis, and at
this time it looks like he will head back
to D.C. for his residency. . . . Rico
Del Sesto has finished his Ph.D. in
chemistry at the University of Utah
and is now in Colorado Springs “doing
research at the Air Force Academy,” he
writes, “working through a National
Academies of Science fellowship on
materials for military/defense (no,
I’m not making bombs, as everyone
asks).” . . . Lauren Graham married
Adam Harkins on February 4 on a
beach in the Bahamas. After a week,
the Harkins returned to their home
in Portland, Maine. . . . From the
Chinese New Year, February 12, to
May 23, 2002, Tim Andreae did a
fast from all wheeled transportation.
He spent 101 days in a row without
“getting any wheels between my feet
and the ground.” He received lots of
press and comments that “apparently
our society has arrived at such a pace
that a person can make news by simply
walking.” Get in touch with him at

wheelpast@yahoo.com. . . . Amanda
Magary scheduled an August wedding
to Greg Kice in the Napa Valley. She
writes that she’s been living in San
Francisco for the past three years and
working as a clinical social worker at
UCSF Children’s Hospital in the
oncology and bone marrow unit.
She’s lived with Austen Briggs for the
last two years, but Austen is moving
off to start a new chapter of her life
in Tokyo. . . . Yawa Duse-Anthony
was selected as an “emerging professional” by WTS and presented at its
conference in Boston. . . . Susanna
Montezemolo graduated from the
Woodrow Wilson School at Princeton
with her master’s of public affairs and
urban and regional planning. She was
married to her fiancé, Mark Kugler, in
Rome immediately after graduation.
Upon returning to the States, she will
begin work in D.C. as a policy analyst
to the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development, office of
policy development and research. . . .
This August marked the end of a nineyear (yes nine-year!) living-together of
Andrew Pease and Lucas Penney.
Breaking up is hard to do, but Lucas
is off to business school at Cornell
University. . . . Danielle Herget
received her Ph.D. in theater history
from Tufts and is currently a professor of theater at Emmanuel College
in Boston, where she plans to stay for
another year. . . . Morgan Filler is
starting her own massage therapy
business, living in Berkeley, Calif.,
swimming a race across Lake Tahoe
and learning belly dancing. . . . Welling
and Heather Derby Lagrone reside
in Nashville, Tenn. Heather received
her M.B.A. from the Owen Graduate
School of Management at Vanderbilt,
and Welling recently completed his
first triathalon. . . . Hilary Peterson is
engaged to be married. She is teaching
high school English in Aspen, Colo.,
and finished her master’s at Bread Loaf
over the summer. . . . Sarah Dimare
graduated from Northeastern University School of Nursing with a B.S.N.
and works in Boston’s Children’s Hospital on the cardiac floor. She lives in
Brookline and sees Em Lappen, Em
Greenstein and Beth Traglia, who
live nearby. Ciao . . .
—Kimberly N. Parker

98 Kate Conklin ran the Boston

Marathon on April 21 with Stephanie Small, helping get her through
the final five miles of the race. Janice
Greenwald ’01 met her at the finish.
Kate recently saw Alyssa Hughes,

Colby lists marriages and same-sex commitment ceremonies as “Milestones”
in the Alumni at Large section of the magazine. To have a wedding or commitment included, please submit the names of both partners along with the
class year(s), the date and the location of the ceremony to the appropriate
class correspondent (listed in the Alumni at Large section). For notices of
births and adoptions, the parents’ and child’s names, date and location of
the birth should be submitted to the appropriate correspondent.
Photos of weddings or commitment ceremonies involving Colby alumni
may be submitted for use on “The Blue Light,” Colby’s alumni Web site.
Visit www.colby.edu/alumni/photos to view photos of weddings and other
alumni gatherings. Please identify all alumni pictured, including class years.
Send prints to Alumni Relations, 4310 Mayflower Hill, Waterville, ME
04901-8843 or e-mail digital images to alumni@colby.edu.

who was visiting Boston from L.A.,
where she’s preparing to apply to veterinary school, and at a pre-marathon
party she also caught up with Kristin
Wildman, who was to graduate from
UConn Law School in the spring. Kate
is working on her master’s in counseling and college student development
at Northeastern University in Boston,
where she also works full time in undergraduate admissions. . . . Christine
Vaughn just graduated from the University of Michigan Law School. After
the bar (fingers crossed) she’s headed
to Washington, D.C., to work at the
Washington Lawyers’ Committee,
where she’ll be representing kids with
serious mental health needs who are
being inappropriately institutionalized. Christine received a fellowship
from the Skadden Foundation to work
on this project for two years. She still
keeps in touch with Emily Record
Lane and sees quite a bit of Lizzie
Ivry, who is living with her boyfriend,
David Cooper, in N.Y.C., having just
graduated from a public policy program at NYU. . . . Matt White writes
that he, Paul Conway, Jon Olinto
and Andy McCullough formed a
band called The Hugh Jorgens Band
and would be playing this summer in
Boston. They play cover songs as well
as some of their own original stuff.
. . . Kristen Paratore just finished
a master’s program in international
education policy at Harvard’s School
of Education. She also got engaged to
Roger Bock, whom she met in D.C.
about three years ago, and they’re
moving to Berkeley together so he can
start a Ph.D. program in computer science and electrical engineering. They
hope to get married next summer.
. . . Kate Westhaver finished up a
year of teaching creative writing at
the University of Oregon, where she
earned her M.F.A. last year. She had a
great time at the university but left this
past spring to move to a homestead in

southern Oregon, where, along with
Matt Kuchar ’97, she’ll be living for the
next year as part of a wilderness writing
residency. They will be caretaking a
90-acre property, doing lots of writing and hopefully avoiding any close
encounters with black bears! Kate says
she loves Oregon but misses Maine
and Colby! . . . Pete Manning was
married to Christina Scully on May
10 in Arlington, Vt., with Christian King and Guy Hughes ’99 as
groomsmen. After a short honeymoon
in the Florida Keys, Pete and Christina
returned to Burlington, Vt., for his
graduation from the UVM College of
Medicine. In July Pete was to begin a
residency in Ob/Gyn at Maine Medical Center in Portland. Christina, a
third-year resident in pediatrics
at Yale, will join Pete in Portland
when she completes her program.
. . . Katie Taylor is still living in San
Diego and finished up the second year
of her master’s program in marriage
and family therapy at San Diego State
University. During their summer
break, Courtney Cataldi and Katie
planned to run the San Diego Rock ’n’
Roll Marathon—their first! . . . Joel
Grossbard is starting a Ph.D. program
in clinical psychology at the University
of Washington in Seattle and has begun
breeding Siamese kittens, if anyone is
interested. . . . David Goldman was
married on May 18 in New York City.
In attendance were Jared Fine, Matthew Strobl, Andre Smith, Jonathan
Bolton, John Brunero, Jennifer
Johns ’97, Emmanuel Thomann ’00
and Karen Hoch ’00. . . . Jon Sauter
writes that he has been enjoying married life with his wife, Amanda, and is
glad that so many Colby friends could
make it to the festivities in Buffalo last
September. Jon completed his second
year as assistant to the dean of arts
and sciences at Niagara University
and was to start on a Ph.D. in higher
education administration in the fall at

the University of Buffalo. Sounds like
everyone is doing well!
—Brian M. Gill

99

Weddings galore! Alex Quigley got married last June to Ashley
Slate, a UNC grad he met in Teach
For America. Raj Khunkhun, Brian
Quinn and Lyle Bradley were in
the wedding. Alex and Ashley live in
Indianola, Miss. Alex finished up his
fourth year teaching second grade, and
Ashley works for a youth development
program called the Sunflower County
Freedom Project. . . . Melissa Thouin
got married on Memorial Day in New
York to Todd Federman, whom she
met the first year she moved down
to D.C. (Andy Weinstein ’98 takes
credit for that one). Melissa has been
in D.C. the last few years, involved
in research at the children’s hospital,
and her husband-to-be was getting his
M.B.A. at Duke. Chris Einstein (who
is living in Seattle and starting a grad
program in environmental policy),
Kristen Paratore ’98 (who moved to
Berkeley upon finishing her master’s in
education) and Laura D’Afflitti (living
in D.C. and finishing her second year
in law school) were in Melissa’s wedding, and all have since gotten engaged
to wonderful guys as well! Others at
Melissa’s wedding included Kate
Lowe (who moved to Connecticut
in the fall and recently was engaged
to Wilson Owens), Meg Lawson
(living and teaching in Boston and
also recently engaged), Kate Litle (in
Seattle on an environmental research
project), Jo Reardon (teaching in
Maine), Payal Luthra (recently
accepted in Harvard’s architecture
program), Jason Flesh and Jenna
Hannibal (teaching in Maine). . . .
Last September, Anna Thompson
married Peter Ward of San Marino,
Calif. Attending were bridesmaids
Lauren Graham Harkins ’97 and
Carrie Peterson, groomsmen Ham
Thompson ’94 and William Thompson ’06 and readers Abby Lambert ’98
and Johanna Reardon. Both Anna and
Peter graduated from Chicago medical
school and are headed to Burlington,
Vt., for residency. . . . Jason Gerbsman
and Lauren Rothman got engaged in
March and are planning a June 2004
wedding—they’ve been together
since the first month of freshman
year! Lauren has her own company
and does trend forecasting and brand
image consulting. Jason was to start
business school in August at Georgetown. Lauren is moving to D.C. after
four years in N.Y.C. They went to San
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andrea pomerance ’02
Culture Crossing

About a year after receiving a grant from the German-American Fulbright Commission to teach English in the small eastern German town
of Rathenow, Andrea Pomerance ’02 missed only one thing about the
States: hearing Southern accents like her own.
But fortunately for the young friends that the Tennessean made at her
German high school, that was nowhere near enough to send her packing.
Pomerance spent the 2002-03 school year working as a teaching
assistant (stipend, 700 euros a month) at Friedrich-Ludwig-Jahn Gymnasium, a school for grades 5-12 in Rathenow, 45 minutes east of Berlin.
The grant program is funded by the U.S. and German governments and
serves to promote education through cross-cultural exchange.
To say Pomerance’s experience overseas was cross-cultural,
though, might be an understatement. In one class exercise Pomerance
designed, for example, she drew a stereotypical German and instructed
her students to sketch their image of an average American.
“I had drawn the stereotype of a German:
tight black jeans, beer in hand, watching football [European soccer],”
Pomerance recalled. “I put it on
an overhead projector and said I
wanted them to draw theirs. Basically what I got was, ‘everyone
eats McDonald’s, people sit on
the couch and watch TV, and they
drive everywhere.’”
After thunderous laughter, the
budding teacher and her students
discussed both misconceptions.
“Basically I’m just teaching them
to try to get past these stereotypes,”
she said.
The exercise was part of Pomerance’s favorite task as an Englishlanguage teaching assistant: her
meetings with about 10 sixth graders
every weekend to hone speaking
skills and discuss American culture.
She also assisted German teachers in

class, taught lessons and conducted various activities such as English language
games with her students.
In the cultural emphasis of her entrée
into teaching, Pomerance witnessed the
transcendent power of reciprocation. In
class one spring day, her pupils asked her
when she had last really celebrated Easter.
She said it had been five years. They
decided it was time she had a real Easter
again. The next day, she said, “each had hidden chocolate and eggs
around the classroom. Some had made bread and hidden it. That was
one of the best days. You do stuff for them, but it’s nice to have something in return like that.”
When she took her first German language class her freshman year
at Colby, Pomerance’s only goal was to fulfill her language requirement.
A Jan Plan trip, a junior year in Munich and several courses later, she
had focused her study on the country. Specifically, Pomerance’s work
centered on the divide between the former East and West Germany,
united in 1989 but still largely unable to bridge gaping socioeconomic
and cultural divides.
The Fulbright grant allowed Pomerance to experience firsthand the
depressed economy and post-Communist climate of the formerly East
German Rathenow, a microcosm of what she’d studied at Colby. The
town’s unemployment skyrocketed after the Berlin Wall was destroyed,
as graduates from high schools like hers traveled straight to western
Germany and Berlin, where jobs were more plentiful.
When her grant ended in June, Pomerance found herself among
the scores of people moving from eastern Germany to look for a job in
Berlin. She persevered and landed a position as academic coordinator
at the European College of Liberal Arts.
In addition to the worldly knowledge the recent graduate acquired
abroad, Pomerance learned something else in Germany that shattered the
widely accepted notion that Waterville, Maine, is the coldest place on Earth:
Rathenow was so cold, she says, it made Waterville feel like Boca Raton.
But at least she had four years in Maine to prepare: “I’m from Tennessee. If I’d come straight [here], it would have been a major shock.”
—Braxton Williams ’99

Francisco to visit Kelly Williams and
her fiancé, who are having a wedding
this fall. . . . Stephen Mosca, of
North Kingstown, R.I., received his
juris doctor degree from the Roger
Williams University Ralph R. Papitto
School of Law last May 17. . . . Braxton
Williams is a reporter for The Daily
Progress, a newspaper in Charlottesville, Va. . . . Christina Schleicher
has been in Vail, Colo., four years
this fall, working in the public relations department for Vail Resorts. .
. . Emmett Beliveau finished his
second year at Georgetown Law and
worked for the Patton Boggs law firm
in D.C. this summer. . . . Andrew
Wnek, promoted to 1st lieutenant

is engaged to a cool guy in Seattle.
. . . Chris Connolly is halfway done
with a master’s in integrated marketing
communication from Emerson College and is living in Boston’s Back Bay.
Chris was enjoying the challenge of
training for a few triathlons over the
summer. . . . Kelly Field covers social
policy (especially health and education) for Congressional Quarterly in
Washington. . . . After Eric “Goat”
Cook got his master’s in mathematics
at the University of Utah, he switched
over to the architecture department.
. . . On finishing almost two years as the
program director for an NIH-funded
research study on obesity treatment
for African-American women, Robyn
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in November 2002, is still flying
the KC-135 Stratotanker, a Boeing
707 fuel tanker for the Maine Air
National Guard. Andy flew missions
in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom in December for 14 days
out of Incerlick, Turkey. He was put
on one year of active duty in February
in preparation for the war with Iraq,
which kept him extremely busy flying
missions out of Bangor refueling C-5’s
and C-17’s, Air Force cargo aircraft
transporting soldiers, equipment
and supplies to the Gulf. . . . Chris
Davis and Doug Connelly finished
climbing in Thailand and trekking in
Nepal before they both started grad
school in the fall. . . . Chris Einstein

Osborn will start a Ph.D. program in
medical and clinical psychology at the
Navy Medical School in Maryland (the
same school where John Maddox is
currently working on his M.D.). Robyn
plans to continue her work in medical psychology by focusing on exercise
treatment for the overweight and obese
in ethnic minority groups. This means
she will be in Washington, D.C., for
a few more years at least. Robyn is
also training for her first marathon,
which will take place in early November.
. . . Jason Flesh finished his graduate
program in acupuncture and Chinese
medicine in San Diego. He passed
his national licensing exams in both
subjects and moved back to Portland,

newsmakers
Katherine E. Dunn ’02’s essay about
her job as coordinator of Paterson,
N.J.’s environmental and cultural
enrichment program for fifth graders
in the Paterson school system appeared
in The Christian Science Monitor. “If I’m
ever jealous of [my cosmopolitan classmates’] lifestyle,” she wrote, “I focus on
the perks of living on a 560-acre camp
and working with kids.”
Katherine E. Dunn ’02

Milestones
Deaths: Laurel G. Johnson ’00, February 1, 2003, in San Bernardino, Calif., at 25.
Maine, to start his private practice.
. . . Joshua Davis graduated from law
school and will be moving to D.C. to
study for the bar and begin work at
Arnold and Porter. . . . Laurie Roberts is studying at the Yale School of
Public Health.
—Lindsay Hayes

00

Emily Ouellette wrote, “Right
after graduation, I headed to Washington, D.C., to work as a civil-rights and
employment paralegal. I really loved
my job. I spent most of my time working on fair labor cases representing
workers in the poultry industry. I now
know a lot more about chicken than I
ever thought I would. In September
2002, I headed to Ecuador through
the Worldteach Volunteer program
and have been teaching English in a
vocational school since then. I always
wanted to return to Latin America after
being an international studies major
and studying in Chile during college. I
am very happy to be here. I have stayed
in touch with Christy Nuss, Nicole
Neault and Jill Morejon, all of whom
seem to be doing really well.” . . .
After seeing the spring issue of Colby,
Tom Donahue says he thought it was
time to touch base with the class. He
recently finished an M.A. in international relations at the University of
Chicago (where he sometimes ran
into Tamas Juhasz ’02) and planned
to start the Ph.D. program in political
theory at Johns Hopkins this fall. . . .
Laurel Genetti Kemp e-mailed to
say things are going well for her. She
got married, March 1, 2003, to Scott
Kemp, whom she met while working
at Ramapo For Children in Rhinebeck,
N.Y., a nonprofit organization serving kids with special needs. Miranda

Eberle and Lynn McDonald were in
the wedding party, and Jill L’Heureux,
Portia Dyrenforth, Heather Izumi
and Erin Fuller were in attendance.
Since returning from their honeymoon
in Italy, she has been involved with a
production of Little Shop of Horrors at
a local theater. They have performed
to several sold-out audiences over the
course of their three-week run. Laurel
will be attending Mount Saint Mary
College this fall to pursue a degree
in nursing. “It has been a crazy three
years since we graduated. I can’t believe
it,” she said.

01

Wedding bells are going nuts
for our class! Drew Hall and Joel
Williams are getting married on
Memorial Day weekend 2004. In the
wedding party are Emily Mahlman,
Sara Bowen and Matt Solso. . . .
Lou Distasi and Rebecca Curran
from Winthrop, Mass., are engaged.
. . . Stacie Galiger and Jeff Williams
’02 are engaged. They returned to
Switzerland to work together this
summer, then headed off to grad school
in the fall. Stacie will do a one-year
master’s program at Harvard and then
move down to N.C., where Jeff will
be studying at Duke. . . . JJ Abodeely
and Piper Elliott ’02 were married in
August in Colorado. JJ is an analyst at
a portfolio management firm, coach
and rugby player. . . . Teresa Hawko
and Patrick Olsen ’02 are engaged for
a July 2004 wedding. Teresa will apply
to grad schools for higher education
student affairs master’s programs. . . .
Sarah Richards and Dubek Kim ’99
were to be married in August. They
both work at the New England Center
for Children in Southborough, Mass.,
where they teach children with autism

and behavior disorders. . . . Stacy
Erickson (srericks@hotmail.com) and
Jory Raphael ’02 are getting married
on August 14, 2004. Stacy wrote, “If
you just can’t contain yourself and
find you must tell us how happy you
are for us right now, you can visit our
Web site (www.stacyandjory.org). We
have a guestbook online and we would
love for you to sign it, and you can
read all the fun details of our engagement, the oh so small wedding we
are planning and more.” . . . Jason
Freedman is the managing editor of
the Stanford Law Review and the chair
of the executive board for the Stanford
Journal of Law, Business, and Finance
and never sees the light of day. . . .
Jen Cosso is living in N.Y.C., working as a production coordinator for
MTV. . . . Lambie Bickford ran the
Austin Motorola Marathon in a time
fast enough to qualify for the Boston
Marathon. . . . Hillary Evans finished
her second year of law school at the
University of Washington, taking one
quarter off to clerk for state Supreme
Court Justice Bobbe Bridge, and this
summer was in Washington, D.C.,
working for Washington state senator Maria Cantwell while living with
Liz Hart ’00 and Carrie Keeling ’00.
. . . Vanessa Sibley graduated from
Harvard with a master’s in theological studies, was to be married on July
26 to Joseph C. Mudd and will teach
high school. . . . Yuki Kodera is in
her second year of working towards
a master’s in intercultural relations
at Lesley University. One of her
classmates is Nyasha Pfukwa. Yuki
sees Coji Watanabe, Junko Goda,
Shuba Srivatsan and Janice Greenwald, all living in the Boston area. . . .
Lindsay Prichard teaches psychology
and history to freshman and seniors at
Matignon High School in Cambridge,
Mass. Lindsay, Caroline Blair and
Darcy Lynch moved to Davis Square
in June. Caroline is going to Suffolk
Law School, and Darcy still works at
the Perkins School for the Blind. . . .
Pete Oppenheim was to start his first
year of law school in the fall. . . . Phil
Coppage continues his hard work at
the RNC after a tough season of campaigning. . . . Chris McLean returned
to his final year at Georgetown Law
after a summer working for a law firm
in New York. . . . Lisa Mark is working
as a legislative assistant for freshman
congressman Thaddeus McCotter of
Michigan. . . . Angela Ridlon graduated in May from the master’s of social
work program at the University of
New England. She wants to continue
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2002
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819 Marquette Street
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2003
Lauren Tiberio
131 Valley View Drive
Wethersfield, CT 06109-2621
classnews2003@alum.colby.edu
working with adolescents in school and
in-patient hospital settings. . . . Matt
Cost completed a one-year internship
in stage management at the Portland
Stage Company. . . . Lindsay Fanjoy,
from Millinocket, Maine, is engaged
to Patrick Dalton Corsin of Maine.
Lindsay is a Spanish teacher at Union
113. . . . Karin Felmly is a fourth grade
teacher at Yarmouth (Maine) Elementary School. . . . Phoebe Lehman
and Jay Zarnetske ’00 left Boston to
begin graduate school at Utah State
University. Phoebe will study wildlife
conservation management, and Jay will
study river system geomorphology and
restoration. . . . Kathy Manu has
been living in Budapest, Hungary,
for the past two years, teaching at
an international kindergarten and
doing some random other jobs but
planned to come back to the U.S.
for a two-year stint in grad school
in N.Y.C. in counseling psychology.
. . . Dave Fuente, upon receiving
a master’s from Indiana University,
and Payal Shah will embark on a
fellowship in India from September
to June of next year. Dave plans on
either a Ph.D. program at Indiana
University or an M.A. program at
the University of Wisconsin-Madison
upon his return. Their buddy Asher
Ghertner was awarded an AMS/DOE
atmospheric radiation measurement
program fellowship. He’s studying at
UC-Berkeley and plans to examine the
societal and environmental impacts
of air pollution within the U.S. and
developing countries.
—Dana D. Fowler
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O B I T U A R I E S
Helen E. Davis ’26, March 28,
2003, in Pittsfield, Maine, at 99.
She worked for many years as a
bookkeeper for Friend & Friend
Auto Sales in Newport, Maine. She
is survived by four nieces, a nephew,
several grand-nieces and –nephews
and a cousin, John Philson ’71.
Leemont R. Kelley ’28, February
13, 2003, in Machias, Maine, at 96.
After Colby he engaged in lobster and
herring fishing. During World War
II he worked at Lawley’s Shipyard
in Massachusetts. He returned to
fishing, then worked as a registered
guide. Predeceased by his wife, he is
survived by two nephews and a niece.
Lucy Chapin Gibson ’29, April 16,
2003, in Warwick, R.I., at 96. She was a
Phi Beta Kappa graduate and received
her master’s from Clark University.
She taught science in the South
Glastonbury, Conn., schools for many
years and was active in her church.
She leaves a son, Warren F. Gibson Jr.,
two daughters, L. Joan DeMott and
Bonnie McCarthy, six grandchildren,
two great-grandchildren and several
nieces, nephews and cousins.
Edward M. Locke ’29, December
1, 1997, in Marquette, Mich., at 92.
He is survived by his granddaughter,
Elizabeth N. Locke.
Charles H. Nealley ’29, December
20, 1998, in Belfast, Maine, at 95. He
worked as a carpenter in Belfast.
Raymond E. Stickney ’29, March
21, 2003, in Concord, N.H., at 96. He
earned a master’s at the University of
Maine and taught in several one-room
schools in Maine before becoming
teaching principal at New Gloucester
High School and principal at Gardiner
High School. For 20 years he served as
head counselor and associate director
of Camp Belgrade for Boys in North
Belgrade, Maine. He is survived by
his wife of 75 years, Myra, a brother
and nieces and nephews.
Kathleen Bailey Andrews ’30,
March 4, 2003, in Dallas, Texas, at
95. She earned a master’s in library
science at Case Western Reserve
University and was a librarian in
the Lakewood, Ohio, public schools.
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The editor regrets the inadvertent omission of factual information
from the obituary of Maxine Hoyt Richmond ’30 in the summer issue
of Colby. The notice should have appeared as follows.

many years. Survivors include her two
children, Melissa Kraft and Richard
E. Kraft, two grandchildren and her
brother, Arthur Wein ’35.

Maxine Hoyt Richmond ’30, April 11, 2003, in Farmington, Maine,
at 93. She was a sixth grade teacher in Phillips, Maine, for 33 years.
After retirement she continued her lifelong interest in local history
as secretary of the Phillips Historical Society. Survivors include
her daughter, Emerita Professor of Administrative Science Yvonne
Richmond Rowe ’55, a grandson, Marc D. Fisher ’78, and several
nieces and nephews.

Frances Stobie Turner ’39, January
25, 2003, in Hickory Corners,
Mich., at 84. She was a homemaker
in Hickory Corners for more than
50 years. Survivors include her son,
Roger N. Turner Jr.

Surviving are her sons, John and
Keith Andrews, four grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren.
Leo F. Ross ’32, January 19, 2002,
in Mission, Texas, at 92. For many
years he and his wife, Mabel, lived
in Texas, where he was a Methodist
minister.
Dorothy McNally Whitten ’32, July
12, 2003, in Waterville, Maine, at 92.
She taught at Clinton (Maine) High
School and after raising her children
taught at Williams High School in
Oakland, Maine. She concluded her
career at the Fairfield (Maine) Junior
High School. Predeceased by her
husband, Howard H. Whitten ’33,
she is survived by her daughter,
Prudence Nielsen, and son, Jon H.
Whitten, five grandchildren, eight
great-grandchildren and two stepgrandchildren.
Alma Fones Eshenfelder ’33,
January 15, 2003, in New London,
Conn., at 90. She was publicity
director for Mystic Seaport for 15
years, then traveled the world for
two decades, travel writing and
broadcasting her experiences. She was
a public relations consultant and civic
leader in New London. Survivors
include her son and daughter,
Edmund Eshenfelder Jr. and Jane
Zarem, a brother, five grandchildren
and five great-grandchildren.
Ruth Leighton Thomas ’33, April
30, 2003, in Pittsfield, Maine, at 91.
She earned a master’s in education at
the University of Maine and taught
English and math at Mexico (Maine)
High School and at Dover Grammar
School in Dover-Foxcroft, Maine.
Survivors include her son, Robert
Thomas, her daughter, Louise Dow,

a brother, a sister, Jane Leighton
Carr ’42, five grandchildren, nine
great-grandchildren and a nephew,
William A. Leighton III ’64.
Luke R. Pelletier ’37, January
31, 2003, in Port Orange, Fla.,
at 86. After 11 years in the Army
transportation service and Merchant
Marines, he earned a master’s at Pratt
Institute and spent many years in
advertising and then in information
services and records management.
Survivors include his wife, Blanche.
William S. Hains ’38, June 6, 2001,
at 85. He was a certified public
accountant in Brooklyn, N.Y.
Roger E. Stiles ’38, April 5, 2002, in
Augusta, Maine, at 83. He served in the
Merchant Marines from 1944 to 1946
and later worked in the engineering
department at Central Maine Power
Company. Survivors include his son,
Roger E. Stiles Jr. ’69.
Stephen I. Greenwald ’39, March
11, 2003, in Massachusetts, at 84.
Following Army service in World
War II he owned Stevens Tours,
Inc., in Miami Beach Fla., and
later operated a motel in Savannah,
Ga. He retired as the director of
the hospitality division of Barclay
Personnel Systems in Boston, Mass.
Predeceased by his wife, Magda,
he is survived by five children, five
grandchildren and a great-grandson.
Rhoda Wein Kraft ’39, April 22,
2003, in Palm Beach, Fla., at 83.
She received a degree in theater
arts from the Leland Powers School
in Boston and a master’s in drama
from Columbia University. She
continued acting in summer stock and
community theater and teaching for

M. Donald Gardner ’40, July 26,
2003, in Portland, Maine, at 84. A
prominent attorney in Portland with
a law degree from Boston University,
he was a Naval executive officer
and navigator in the South Pacific
from 1944 to 1946. He was a senior
partner with Jensen, Baird, Gardner
and Henry and a member, director
or chair of the board of several
banks and insurance companies.
He served the Masons in several
capacities. Predeceased by his wife,
Phyllis Chapman Gardner ’40, he
is survived by a son and daughter,
a sister, four grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren.
Helena Pillsbury Jones ’40, May
11, 2003, in Kennebunk, Maine, at
84. She graduated from Thomas
College and worked in a Portland,
Maine, bank. Survivors include her
two sons, Winfield S. and Bruce
R. Jones, two granddaughters, two
great-grandsons, a brother and many
nieces and nephews.
Carl C. Paradis Jr. ’43, December
3, 2002, in Metarie, La., at 81. He
served as a radioman in the Navy in
the South Pacific during World War
II and was recalled for the Korean
War. After retiring from United
Technologies Pratt and Whitney
Aircraft Division in Connecticut,
he was a quality control manager for
Connecticut Air Gas Company.
William N. Skidds ’43, March 5,
2003, in New York, at 87. His Army
service as a lab technician in the
South Pacific during World War II
led to a B.S. in bacteriology at the
University of Maine. He worked for
20 years for Pilgrim State Hospital
in Brentwood, Long Island, and
also ran a landscaping business. He
helped raise his wife’s five children.

Evelyn Jackson Boyington ’45,
March 30, 2003, in Rockport, Maine,
at 79. She was a bookkeeper with
Allied Motor Parts in Rockland,
Maine. Later she taught at Pen Bay
Christian School and supplemented
the family income by teaching sewing
and piano. She is survived by her son,
John Boyington, three daughters,
Florence Leach, Alice Farnham
and Deborah Haines, two sisters,
13 grandchildren and many greatgrandchildren, nieces and nephews.
Eleanor Carter Curtice ’45, March
17, 2003, in Lexington, Ky., at 81.
For 50 years she lived and worked in
California, serving 22 years with an
advertising agency. She is survived
by a son and daughter, William
Curtice and Amy Owens, a brother,
four grandchildren and six greatgrandchildren.
Gloria Fine Polan ’46, February 17,
1999, in Massachusetts, at 73. She
attended Columbia University and
worked as a chemist at New England
Deaconess Hospital in Boston,
Mass., while raising three children.
Ida Tyler Morse ’47, May 18,
2003, in New York, at 76. She
worked for The Maine Christian
Association in Orono, Maine, then
raised two children and worked part
time as a secretary/fashion show
commentator. Survivors include her
husband, John E. Morse.
Maynard B. Ross ’48, April 30,
2003, in Boston, Mass., at 80. He
served in the Army in the Philippines,
New Guinea and Luzon and was
awarded the Purple Heart and
several other ribbons and medals.
A self-employed accountant, he was
affiliated with the Automatic Radio
Co. in Melrose, Mass. He is survived
by his children, Marc Ross, Roni
Kosow and Karen Ross, a sister and
three grandchildren.
Elaine Erskine Dow ’49, May 21,
2003, in Brunswick, Maine, at 75.
She earned a master’s at Boston
University and taught English in
junior high schools in Beverly and
Danvers, Mass., and at Marblehead
(Mass.) High School. She became
curator of the Parson Capen House
in Topsfield, Mass., and lectured and
wrote several books on natural history.
Survivors include her husband, Robert
R. Dow, two daughters and a sister,
Patricia Erskine Howlett ’52.

Leon V. O’Donnell ’49, April 27,
2003, in Winter Haven, Fla., at
80. He served in the Navy during
World War II. He joined Unicorn
Books Inc. in New York City,
where he supervised the compiling
of information for the company’s
Book of the Year. He later managed
the O.E. Macintyre operations in
Rutland, Vt., and before retirement
operated a general store in
Castleton, Vt. He is survived by his
wife, Margaret Richardson Biczko,
five daughters, a stepson, a brother,
two sisters and 14 grandchildren.

Richard B. Ullman ’54, May 20,
1998, in Boca Raton, Fla., at 66. He
was a former stockbroker at Phillips
Appel & Walden in New York City.
Survivors include his wife, Mary
Lou, and a daughter.

Leonard R. Warshaver ’49, June
20, 2003, in Boston, Mass., at 76.
He moved up to sales manager
during 15 years with his family’s
business, the Slumberland Mattress
Co. In 1965 he founded the
Amsterdam Bedding Co. and in
1976 purchased the Serta Mattress
Co. of New England, becoming one
of the largest Serta manufacturers
in the country. In 1992 he and his
son, Chuck, founded World Sleep
Products in North Billerica, Mass.,
where he served as chairman of the
board. A gifted athlete, he supported
the Special Olympics, among many
other philanthropic institutions.
He leaves his wife, Elaine, his son,
a daughter, a sister and several
grandchildren.

John P. Goolgasian Jr. ’57, April
27, 2003, in Fredericksburg, Va.,
at 67. He was a manager of retail
sales for Montgomery Ward for 25
years and for Wal-Mart for 10 years.
He is survived by his wife, Eileen
Goolgasian, two daughters, a son,
two brothers, seven grandchildren
and numerous nieces and nephews.

Richard Lyon Jr. ’50, June 27,
2003, in Mount Vernon, Maine,
at 74. He earned two master’s, at
Clark University and at Worcester
Tech, taught mathematics in several
Massachusetts high schools and
served the town of Hubbardston,
Mass., as a selectman, assessor and
member of the school committee. He
leaves his wife, Marion, seven sons,
two daughters, a brother, Melvin
Lyon ’52, a sister, 20 grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren.
Anne Fairbanks Iarrobino ’52,
March 26, 2003, in Natick, Mass., at
73. She was a fifth-generation owner of
Fairbanks & Son, a stationery store in
Natick. Following retirement she was
employed at the Natick law offices of
Zaltas, Medoff and Raider. She leaves
a son, Daniel G. Iarrobino, a daughter,
Gail A. Carey, four grandchildren, two
nieces and a nephew.
Barbara Ann Dean ’53, May 6, 2002,
in Doylestown, Pa., at 70. She is
survived by a cousin, Natalie Lowell.

Nancy Cowing McGinley ’55, July
14, 2003, in West Chester, Pa., at 69.
She was a homemaker who before
marriage worked as a laboratory
technician. She is survived by
her daughter, Kathleen Patricia
Upp, a brother, a sister and two
granddaughters.

Catherine Meader ’67, August
10, 2002, in Boston, Mass., at 57.
Attended by her family she fought
cancer and diabetes for many years.
Robert Brassil Savage ’68, June
1, 2001, in Virginia Beach, Va., at
55. He was a writer. At the time
of his death in a freak accident, he
was survived by his father, Thomas
Savage ’40, and four children.
Joanne Hyde Stevens ’69, July 7,
2003, in Lawrence, Mass., at 56.
She served on the boards of the
Hay Scales Exchange, the Family
Cooperative Preschool and the
Stevens Memorial Library in North
Andover, Mass. Survivors include
her husband, Nat Stevens, two
daughters, a son, her parents and
three brothers.
Anthony G. Kalinowski ’74,
April 5, 2003, in Massachusetts,
at 50, following a scuba diving
accident. A clinical psychologist
with his own practice, he earned a
master’s in counseling psychology
at Boston University, a doctorate
in psychometrics at the University
of Chicago and a second doctorate
in clinical psychology at Clark
University. He is survived by his
wife, Barbara, two daughters, his
mother and a sister and brother.

years was a student of philosophy and
a writer. He is survived by his mother,
Anna M. Palmer, a brother and three
sisters.
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2003, in Rumford, Maine, at 41. With
his father and brothers he founded the
Carrabassett Spring Water Company
and was vice president of sales and
marketing for the firm. Surviving
are his wife, Sherry, his daughter, his
mother, two sisters, two brothers and
aunts, uncles, nieces and nephews.
Laurel G. Johnson ’00, February
1, 2003, in San Bernardino, Calif.,
at 25. An English major with a
concentration in creative writing, she
joined the Army in 2002 and worked
in the newspaper office at Fort Irwin.
Surviving are her parents, Larry G.
and Barbara Johnson, six brothers,
several aunts and uncles and a niece
and nephew.
Arthur K. Champlin, July 3, 2003,
in Mount Desert, Maine. Born in
1938, he earned his B.A. and M.A. at
Williams College and his Ph.D. at the
University of Rochester. He came to
Colby in 1971 and was appointed to
the Leslie Brainerd Arey Professor of
Biology chair in 1993. He published
extensively in mammalian genetics,
developmental biology, mammalian
reproductive biology and cryobiology.
His long association with the Jackson
Laboratories in Bar Harbor, where he
conducted research and supervised
the pre-college program, began in
the summer of 1962 and continued
until his death. He served on dozens
of College committees and chaired
the Department of Biology and the
Division of Natural Sciences, the
Task Force on Off-Campus Study
and the Advisory Committee on
Off-Campus Study. He also served
as faculty representative to several
committees of the Board of Trustees
and twice was director of the Colby
in Cork program. His wife, Elizabeth
Stark Champlin ’65, senior teaching
associate in the Department of
Biology, a son, a daughter and five
grandchildren survive him.
Virginia Krolak, August 9, 2003, in
Waterville, Maine. For many years
she was a nurse at Colby’s Health
Center.
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Westbrook, Maine, at 46. He received
his B.A. in psychology and in later
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the last page
in japan, living with
history
By John Roderick ’36
When the hurly-burly of today’s world overwhelms
me, I hobnob with the rustic ghosts of centuries past
in my restored old farmhouse on a hill overlooking
Kamakura, the ancient capital of Japan.
The house’s steep snow roof, massive posts
and beams, wide wooden floors and split-bamboo
ceilings take me back 269 years to the tiny hamlet
of rice farmers in the mountains 350 miles from
here, where it was born.
The event on that distant day in 1734—43
years before the birth of the United States—was a
jubilant one because the house also was built for
the village chief, Tsunetoshi Nomura, who doubled
as the village’s nature-worshipping Shinto priest.
The entire village turned out to raise its roof and
cover it with thatch. It was July, but to appease the
fierce fire god they stuck a poem inside saying,
tongue in cheek, that the house was covered in
snow and ice. The dreaded deity got the message:
the house has survived not only fire but earthquake
and flood unharmed.
The place: Ise in Fukui prefecture, 400 miles
west of Tokyo. Its scattering of farmers all lived
in such farmhouses, called minkas, now a sadly
disappearing style of rural architecture more than
2,000 years old.
I became the owner of this splendid old pile
37 years ago, thanks to my surrogate Japanese
family, the Takishitas (the name means “under
the waterfall”) of Gifu prefecture. They took me,
an American journalist and recent wartime enemy,
under their wing in 1963, five years after I joined
the Associated Press staff in Tokyo.
When their youngest son, Yoshihiro, familiarly
known as Yochan, discovered I yearned to own a
house of my own but lacked the means, he and his
family found the neighboring Ise minka for me. I got
it for a token U.S. $14, a price I could well afford.
It was a gift from its owner, Tsunemori Nomura,
affable descendant of its original owner. A cultural
treasure, it was about to be sunk in the reservoir
waters of a huge earthfill dam then under construction. He gave it to me when I agreed to move it out
of harm’s way.
Parting with it was, for him, an almost unbearable sorrow. His ancestors, officers of a brave but
doomed military clan called the Heike, had hidden,
lived, ministered and died in Ise since finding refuge
there following their 12th-century defeat by Japan’s
first shogun, or supreme military ruler. His capital:
Kamakura, where I now lived.
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What followed was a labor
of love. The Takishitas and
many of their neighbors helped
dismantle, move and rebuild
the huge old house on my hill
overlooking the capital of the
Nomuras’ old conqueror.
Yochan, a law graduate just
out of college, supervised the
entire project. Rebuilding
and modernizing it took only
40 days.
I did not say so then, but I was dismayed at the
prospect of living in this enormous old relic. It was
cold, dark and dank, innocent of heating, bathing,
plumbing or proper kitchen facilities.
Once it was resurrected in Kamakura, Yochan’s
genius turned this ugly duckling into a resplendent
swan with a simple maneuver. He placed the front
entrance on the bleak unlucky north and its rear on
the south. He then replaced its windowless blank
wall with floor-to-ceiling sliding glass doors, letting a
flood of light and warmth pour into my once gloomy
living room.
That did it. For the first time, I was able to see
the noble proportions of my old minka and the dark
beauty of its sturdy posts and beams. It marked the
beginning of my love affair with old minkas.
I now saw how centuries of smoke from the
box-like fireplace had turned posts, beams, bamboo
ceilings and floors a lustrous mahogany color, like
that of a lovingly rubbed meerschaum pipe.
In the years that followed, I spent many idle
hours contemplating the extraordinary interior of
my minka and the movable feast outside my glass
living room doors. I feasted my dazed eyes on the
pine, plum and peach trees immediately outside
changing with the seasons, and then the city of
Kamakura on the bay below looking like the painting
on an eight-panel Japanese folding screen.
Determined to make my minka not only livable but
comfortable, Yochan created a modern kitchen, bath
and toilet and, bowing to my Western clumsiness,
introduced chairs, tables and beds to save me from
sitting and sleeping Japanese-style on the floor.
But for 14 years, because of my continuing
modest savings, we did without the essential of
modern living in a cold climate: central heating.
We survived this chilly inconvenience through
the glorious and transforming music of Bach,
Beethoven, Brahms and the Beatles—composers

unknown to the minka’s original owners—pouring
out of our new sound system.
In the years since it rose on my Kamakura hill,
much has changed. Yochan, my adopted son now
married to the beautiful and aristocratic Reiko, has
become an architect famous for restoring minkas
like mine. He has put up three others nearby, one
housing his collection of Japanese and Chinese
antiques. He is the author of a new book, Japanese
Country Style (Kodansha International), displaying
the minkas he has restored since mine in 1967.
Despite its jarring move from remote village to old
capital on the sea, my minka continues to grow old
gracefully. Requiring few repairs, it seems likely, barring war or folly, to live well into the 22nd century.
Drawn to its beauty and unique achitectural style,
hundreds of Japanese and foreigners have trooped
up our hill to savor its old beauty. Among them: the
elder George Bush, the former queens of Denmark
and Greece and Hillary Rodham Clinton.
Often, in the eloquent silence of my living room,
I think I hear the voices of the Nomuras and their
neighbors talking of the weather, the harvest, fishing,
the hunt, the phases of the moon and the religious
mysteries of the deep forests.
It is then that the lovely old minka speaks to me
of a time when nature and the rural community, not
profit, smokestacks and the disturbing evening
news, informed everyday life.
Compared to the fear, frenzy and futility of our
day, it seems like a lost golden age.
John Roderick ’36 is an Associated Press special correspondent. He spent 39 years with the AP, reporting
from bureaus in Palestine, London, Paris, French
Indochina, Tokyo and Beijing. Roderick lives in Hawaii
and Japan. This article is reprinted with the permission
of the author and The Associated Press.

it’s what we do...
I come from Bulgaria, a country of great historic and cultural traditions, but, unfortunately, in a poor economic state. Being able to come and study in the United States opens
horizons that one cannot possibly imagine if she does not experience it herself.
I am a biochemistry and mathematics double major with a minor in Russian literature,
and I am a member of the research group of one of the chemistry professors, which I am
enjoying. My plans are to go into medicine. I have also taken advantage of a wonderful
opportunity Colby offers to its students—the Emergency Medical Technician training
course, an incredibly exciting and unique experience.
I am a part of the International Club, which organizes one really big event each year—
the International Extravaganza—an enthralling concoction of dances, skits and songs
from cultures from all over the world. It makes us all realize how different we are but
also how similar in being able to respect each other and to love each other.

Thank You
Vasilena Zheleva ’05

Stara Zagora, Bulgaria

Chemistry: Biochemistry and
Mathematics

it’s what alumni do
The Colby Alumni Fund
800-311-3678 www.colby.edu/afgift
Every Gift Counts

GetSmartTravelWithUs
Colby, Bates and Bowdoin Joint Travel Programs
One or more members of the Colby, Bates or
Bowdoin faculty will accompany each trip, expanding
the experience with discussions and guided field
trips. Continue your education and see the world in a
new light along with alumni, parents and friends.

South African Wildlife Safari
April 22-May 3, 2004
Natural Wonders of Ecuador and
the Galápagos Islands
May 24-June 1, 2004
Cruise the Imperial Passage on
the Magnificent Elbe
May 24-June 6, 2004
Italian Musical Heritage
June 20-28, 2004
Alumni College in Greece
September 3-12, 2004
Galápagos Islands

For more information on these trips, please fill out
and return the reply card, left, or visit us online at
www.colby.edu/alumni/travel-study to request information.

California Wine and Cuisine Experience
October 15-20, 2004
Alumni Relations
4310 Mayflower Hill
Waterville, ME 04901-8843
ph: 207.872.3190
fax: 207.872.3848
e-mail: alumni@colby.edu
internet: www.colby.edu/alumni/travel-study

